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I ntroduction : The Annual Bulletin of Labour Force 2002 is based on the data collected in all four quarters
of 2002 (combined annua sample). The household survey operations that were suspended in the Northern and
the Eastern provinces in the recent past were re<commenced in 2002 and a seperate bulletin has already been
published for these two povinces. Annua bulletin of labour force 2002 excludes data pertaining to the Northern
and the Eastern provinces.

1. Labour force participation at National level

Table 1: Labour force participation rate by Table 2— Labour force participation rate by sex
age & sex - 2002. Year Labour force participation rate
Age Both Male Female Total Male Female
group Sexes 1992 48.2 64.3 31.1
All age 50.3 67.9 33.6 1993 49.1 65.3 331
15-19 24.7 30.1 19.0 1994 48.7 65.4 32.0
an s owe ;e | |22 mow o
25-29 69.8 94.7 48.2 1997 48.7 65.7 32.0
30-39 700 S 454 1998 517 675 36.4
40+ 53.5 76.1 32.3 1999 50.7 67.7 34.1
? The participation rate increased by 1.5 percentage points 2000 50.3 67.2 33.9
compared with the 2001. 2001 48.8 66.2 31.9
? Males in the 30-39 age group and females in the 20-24 group 2002 503 67.9 336

reported highest participation in labour force in 2002

1.1 Labour Force Participation in the Provinces

Figure 1— Labour force participation rate by province & sex - 2002
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Table3: Labour Force& Labour Forceparticipation rate

by province& sex-2002 5 ) L ) )

— ParticpationTae ? The highest participation in Iabour force is reported in Uva
Bothsxes Mae Femde province for both males & females.

Tota 03 679 336 ? The highest female labour force participation is aso reported

Western a9 611 299 in Uva province, which is well over 50 percent. Central province

Centra 00 660 354 can be ranked next to Uva province with respect to femae

Southern 2 0l us [abour force participation.

North Western 512 69.4 335

North Central 6 712 339 ? More urbanised and more developed Western province has

Uva 622 719 530 reported less participation in the labour force as compared with

Sabaragamuwa 499 67.8 320

the other provinces.
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2. Unemployment - National L evel

Figure 2: Unemployment rate over time
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© The overdl unemployment rate is 8.8 in the year 2002.

© Female unemployment rate increased by 1.4 percentage points while male unemployment rate increased
by 0.4 percentage points in 2002 from 2001.

©

It is observed that the past declining trend of unemployment has reversed after the year 2000.

Table4: Unemployed population & Unemplyment rate by age & sex -2002

Age Both sexes Male Female

group Number| Rate(%)] Number| Rate(%)] Number| Rate(%)
All ages 625956 8.8] 310416 6.6] 315541 12.9
15-19 123738 301 68653 26.9 55085 354
20-24 293893 270 151647, 22.7 142251 339
25-29 103336 116 41736 74 61601 187
30-39 68718 40 25565 22 43153 72
40+ 34386 16 21300 10 13085 14

Figure 3: Unemployment rate by age group - 2002
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© The reatively high unemployment

rate prevalent among the youth (both
male and female) in the ages 15 - 24
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yrs, tends to decline rapidly after the
age of 25 yrs.

Unemployment rate(%)

\i\a

0.0 T

15-19 20-24 25-29

Agegroup (yrs.)

30-39

40+

Table5: Distribution of unemployed population by whether

they had vocational training & residential sector - 2002

Sector Total Had Did not have
training training
Total 100.0 284 71.6
Urban 100.0 352 64.8
Rural 100.0 275 725

© percentage of the persons who have
received vocationa training in the urban
sector is higher than rural sector. This
may be due to the availability of more
vocationa training facilities in the urban
sector as compared to rural sector.
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2.1 Unemployment in the Provinces

Figure 4 - Unemployment rate by province
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? Different provinces have contributed differently to the rise in the unemploment rate from 2000 - 2002. Uva
& Sabaragamuwa provinces have reported an increase in unemployment from 2000 b 2001 and then a
decline. Western, Central and Southern provinces show a decline from 2000 to 2001 and then an increase
after 2001. Rates of North Western and North Centra provinces reported a continuous incresse to 2002.
Highest relative increase in unemployment is reported from North Central province which is an agricultura
dominated, under developed area.

Table 6: Uunemployment rate by province & sex -2002

Province = ? The unemployment rate across the
Total Male Female provinces ranges from 10.6 percent to
Total 8.8 6.6 12.9 6.0 percent in 2002. The highest rate
Western 8.9 75 11.8 (10.6) is reported in the Southern
Central 8.9 6.5 12.9 Province while the lowest rate (6.0) is
Southern 10.6 7.4 17.0 gf”ed |fn #Vr? provi ”Iw Thet general
ern of higher employment among
North Western 8 > 123 the females is also observed in Table 6.
North Central 8.4 4.9 16.0 Reldive disadvantage suffered by
Uva 6.0 3.9 8.7 females, with respect to unemployment
Sabaragamuwa 9.8 7.4 14.9 is highest in the North Centra province
in year 2002.
Table 7: Unemployment rate by level of education and province
Province Total Grade5-9 | G.C.E.O/L GCE AL .
& above ® Qver 25 percent of the persons with
Total 88 79 133 168 education G.C.E. Advanced Level and
Western 8.9 78 10.6 122 above, who are in labour force are
Central 8.9 92 15.0 182 reported to be unemployed in
Sourthern 10.6 109 15.3 219 Sabaragamuwa, North-Central  and
North Western 7.8 6.8 12.7 19.3 Southern Provinces in year 2002.
North Central 8.4 6.2 14.9 254
Uva 6.0 48 137 182
Sabaragamuwa 9.8 81 18.6 257

(Note: Unemployment rate cannot be estimated with a
reasonable reliability for levels of education below Grade 5
by province.)




3. Employment

g

Table 8: Percentage distribution of employed population by

industry & province—2002.

. Industry
Province
Total| 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 | 11
Total 100.0| 34.5/16.5| 44| 147 471 26| 80| 35| 44| 49 19
Western 100.0 8.5/25.6] 50| 215/ 7.00 50| 10.7| 4.0| 75| 3.5 17
Centra 100.0| 46.4| 93| 31| 124 4.3 20| 72| 42| 36| 6.9 0.7
Southern 100.0| 39.5/15.4| 59| 122 4.6 18] 71| 40| 33| 53 09
North Western |100.0| 36.8(18.0| 4.7 13.1| 3.4 15| 84| 31| 28| 6.9] 14
North Central |100.0| 57.2| 7.2 3.8 93| 2.3 10| 98] 22| 24| 3.3 15
Uva 100.0] 69.4| 57| 22 86| 2.1 09| 31| 28| 20| 1.7 15
Sabaragamuwa |100.0 40.1| 135 45| 119| 4.6] 15| 56| 35| 2.8] 6.8 62
Industry group 9 Hedlth and Socia work (N) Other Community,

1 Agriculture Foresty and Fishery (A,B)
2 Manufacturing (D)
3 Construction (F)
4 Wholesale and Retail Trade,Repair of Motor Vehicles,
Motorcycles and Persona and Household Goods  (G)
Hotels and Restaurants (H)
5 Transport, Storage and Communication (1)
6 Financia Intermediation and Real Estate,
Renting and Business Activities  (JK)
7 Public Adminitration and Defence,Compulsory Socia Security (L)
8 Education (M)
* Classification catagories of industries have been revised based on ISIC

- Rev. 3,

Socid and Persond Service Activities (O)
Private Households with Employed Persons ( P)
10 Miscellaneous Labour work
11 Other
Minning & Quarrying (C)
Electricity,Gas and Water supply ( E)
Extra Teritorial Organizations & bodies (Q)
Industries not adequately described

commencing from 2002 first quarter.

@The tota number of employed
population is 6,519,415 in the
year 2002. Of this number
4,395,164 (67.4%) are males and
2,124,250 are (32.6%) females.

©The distribution pattern by
industry group in Southen &
North Western provinces is
amost similar. The proportion
engaged in Agriculture,
Manufacturing and Trade
industry groupsis amost samein
these two provinces.

©Uva & North Centra provinces
have reported a relatively higher
percentage of persons engaged in
Agriculture industry as compared
with other provinces.

Table 9: Percentage distribution of Employed Population by Occupation& Province 2002.

Occupation group
Province Total 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 0
Total 100.0 13 5.4 49 44 | 6.2 7.8 24.2 14.3 5.7 24.7 10
Western 100.0 2.7 8.0 76 80 | 62| 115 5.5 21.1 7.6 21.0 10
Centra 100.0 * 5.2 49 33| 44 7.2 253 9.7 43 34.3 0.7
Southern 100.0 * 4.8 42 33 | 101 59 26.2 13.1 4.2 27.1 0.7 Note: It isto be noted here that these
NorthWestern | 100.0 * 45 40 23 6.5 5.6 30.5 15.2 7.3 220 15 occupation groups ae based on
North Central 100.0 * 3.2 27 22 | 47 59 52.0 8.4 47 13.2 19 | ISCO - 88but they ae not
Uva 1000 | * 34 19 22| 38| 50 | 519 | 55 27 | 226 | 06 | necessarilythe Major Groups
Sabaragamuwa | 1000 | * 34 | 29 | 23] 62| 70 | 240| 127 | 55 | 331 | 13 | of ISCO-88classfication
* Satistical ly reliable estimates cannot be provided

Occupation group

1 Senior Officids and Managers 5 Proprietors and Managers of Enterprises 9 Plant and Machine operators and Assemblers

2 Professionds 6 Sale and Service workers 10 Elementary occupations

3 Technicad and Associate Professiond's 7 Skilled Agriculturd and Fishery workers 0 Unidentified

4 Clerks 8 Craft and Related workers

© Of the total employed persons nearly 50 percent fal in to the occupations associated either with agricultural or

with unskilled elemantary occupational activites.(occupation groups 7 and 10)

©

More than30 percent employed persons in Central & Sabaragamuwa provinces are reported as elementary

occupational workers (unskilled labourers). These provinces are dominated with tea and rubber eultivation.

craft & related workers. (occupation groups 6 and 8)

32 percent of the employed persons in the Western province have worked either as sales & service workers or as
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