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PREFACE

First Annual Employment Survey in this nature was conducted in 1971 by the
Statistics Division of the Department of Labour. Since then this Survey is conducted
annually to measure the levels and trends of the organized sector employment of the
country’s economy over the periods. The survey conducted annually by using postal
questionnaire method covering establishments having five or more paid employees
engaged in productive distributive business and commercial activities in both private and

public sectors.

Due to not availability of complete list of establishments for the country and also
information is being collected by using postal questionnaire method coverage of survey is
not in satisfactory level. Still information collected in this survey is very useful to monitor
trends and changes in major sector of the economy.

Planning of the execution of the survey was carried out by Mr. H.D.R.G. Peiris,
Statistical Officer and other staff of the Employment Survey unit of the Statistics Division
under the guidance and directions of Mr. A. Kahanda, Deputy Director(Statistics) who was
responsible for the preparation of final report.

The staff of the Data Processing Division was responsible for processing the data
and cover page and final assembling of this publication was done by the Printing Division
of the Department of Census and Statistics. | extend my sincere thanks to all those
officials who contributed their services for the survey work and this publication.

Finally, | wish to express my appreciation to all the employers who have responded
to our request and for their co-operation for the successful completion of the survey.

R.P. Wimalasena
Commissioner General of Labour

Department of Labour,
Labour Statistics Division,
Labour Secretariat,
Colombo 05.

22" March, 2000.
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ANNUAL EMPLOYMENT SURVEY - 1998

INTRODUCTION
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Reference period for the survey has taken as last working day of the month of
June 1998.

ANALYSIS OF THE SURVEY RESULTS

Number of establishment addressed in 1998 was 8817 and it shows there was
increased in number in comparison with previous year, which was 7835. Total number
of reporting establishments has increased by 17.8 percent with compared to previous

year. This shows some improvement of data collection activity of the survey.

TABLE 1- ANALYSIS OF RESPONSE - 1998

Sector No. of
Establish- No. of Estabs. Outside the Scope | No. of No. of Non Responding
ment of the Survey eligible Reporting Estabs.
Addressed Estabs. Estabs.
Closed Nil or less | Total Number %
duplicate than 5
etc. employees
Public 2245 110 15 125 2120 1818 302 14.2
Private 6572 333 202 535 6037 3910 2127 35.2
TOTAL 8817 443 217 660 8157 5728 2429 29.8




%]

Reporting establishments has increased by 9.5 percent in private sector where as public
sector increased was 23.7 Total number of employees reported for the survey was
991,751 and this shows 17.8 percent increased. With compared to previous year,
private sector employment coverage has increased by 10.5 percent in 1998.

TABLE ll- NUMBER OF ESTABLISHMENTS SUBMITTING RETURNS AND

TOTAL EMPLOYMENT

Year as Both Sectors
at end Private Sector Public Sector
of June

No.of Total % to | No,of Total % to No.of Total No. % to

Reporting No.of Total Reporting No.of Total Reporti | of Total

Estabs. Emplo- Estabs. Employe- -ng Employees

yees es Estab ;.

1984 4342 218137 22.8 3025 738381 77.2 7367 956578 | 100.0
1985 3685 178937 22.9 2574 602115 771 6259 781092 | 100.0
1986 4213 215645 27.0 2432 583526 73.0 6645 799171 | 100.0
1987 - - - - - - - - -
1988 3504 208761 38.5 1250 333095 61.5 4754 541856 | 100.0
1989 2146 139786 26.1 1379 396675 73.9 3525 536461 | 100.0
1990 3390 287624 37.7 1857 475360 62.3 5247 762984 | 100.0
1991 2638 261342 32.7 2040 538008 67.3 4678 799350 | 100.0
1992 2077 235288 36.4 1855 410701 63.6 3932 645989 | 100.0
1993 2568 325885 447 1973 403271 55.3 4541 729156 | 100.0
1994 2383 382045 48.2 1832 410931 51.8 4215 792976 | 100.0
1995 2534 521406 54.9 1797 427736 451 4331 949142 | 100.0
1996 3831 750724 68.9 1609 338963 31.1 5440 1089687 | 100.0
1997 3572 589319 70.0 1470 252285 30.0 5042 841604 | 100.0
1998 3910 651,127 65.7 1818 340,624 34.3 5728 991,751 | 100.0

INDEX NUMBER OF EMPLOYMENT

One of the main objective of the Survey is to computed Index Number of
Employment to monitor employment trend in major industry groups. Due to change of
response from year to year from the establishments, it is not possible to use total
employment to compute index number of employment. It has been evident from the past
experiences that the better organized establishments with larger workforces continue to
respond regularly over the years. Therefore taking into consideration of those
establishments responded regularly were matched (employment of previous year and
this year) each time for the computation of index number of employment. Taking 1971
as base year(1971=100), link relative method has been used in computation on “Index
Number of Employment” for whole economy as well as each major industry divisions.
These index numbers were calculated by dividing the current year employment by the
previous year corresponding figure for each major industry division and then linking up
by multiplying by the previous year index.




TABLE Ill - INDEX NUMBER OF EMPLOYMENT BY MAJOR INDUSTRY
DIVISION AND SECTOR

Major Industry Public Sector Private Sector Both Sectors
Division

1995 1996 1997 1998 1995 | 1996 | 1997 1998 1995 1996 | 1997 1998
1.Agriculture, 1146 | 116.9 | 116.1 113.6 98.6 | 101.7 | 101.8 | 101.9 | 104.4 | 107.5 | 107.5 107.2
Hunting,
Forestry & Fishing
2.Mining and
Quarrying 18.2 17.4 20.7 23.2 | 152.7 | 1584 | 112.8 | 103.2 26.8 25.8 | 30.2 33.8
3.Manufacturing 107.6 | 103.9 | 103.4 118.3 | 154.0 | 154.7 | 165.2 | 171.7 | 148.9 | 148.9 | 157.5 165.2
4 Electricity, Gas 140.5 | 156.2 | 165.1 168.1 43.7 40.6 55.8 55.7 | 137.1 | 150.7 | 159.5 162.1
& Water
5.Construction 72.5 69.0 51.0 54.0 | 102.9 | 143.0 | 129.1 | 125.0 | 1274 | 131.5 | 99.9 104.1
6.Wholesale &
Retail Trade, 202.5 | 211.0 | 205.1 216.1 | 175.4 | 170.6 | 183.4 | 190.2 | 168.1 | 171.1 | 170.6 178.5
Restaurants &
Hotels
7.Transport,
Storage 223.5 | 228.7 | 238.7 2521 | 150.2 | 144.8 | 137.2 78.2 | 236.1 | 240.7 | 249.8 251.5
& communication
8.Financial,
Insurance,
Real Estate and 115.4 | 118.1 | 119.0 134.4 79.3 85.1 85.3 81.7 | 101.8 | 105.3 | 106.0 114.0
Business
Services
9.Community,Social
and Personal 49.5 54.9 57.7 56.6 95.7 95.8 | 106.5 | 108.2 | 119.8 | 128.8 | 136.4 135.2
Services
ALL INDUSTRIES 116.1 | 119.5 | 119.0 124.8 | 160.4 | 163.6 | 168.1 | 169.9 | 113.6 | 116.2 118.0 | 121.0

Table - 111 shows Index Number of Employment by major Industry Divisions and
Sectors for the year 1995 to 1998. Index Number of Employment for all Industries has
increased from 118.0 to 121.0 by 2.5% for both sectors also this increase shown for
Public Sector as well as Private Sector. Index for Manufacturing sector has increased
from 157.5 to 165.2 by 2.9 percent and Wholesale & Retail Trade Restaurant and
Hotel sector has gone up from 170.6 to 178.5 by 4.6 percent. Finance, Insurance Real
Estate and Business services has increased from 106.0 to 114.0 by 7.5 percent.

Taking into consideration of establishment which furnished information for both
years 1997 and 1998 more detail industry wise analysis were made to study the
employment trend for the country. Table IV below highlighted more detail analysis of
the employment trend for the years 1997 and 1998. As shown in tiis table, Private
Sector Retail trade has shown 31.7 percent employment increased and both sector this
increase was 25.6 percent. Highest employment increase was reported in Financial
institutions as 37.4 percent.

\ A




*X4 89.G€S  |€S¥ZCS  |6CVE L TR A N 1 VX AR AN LE1LC 6'v ZvoLie  |SL1102 z6ci S3ILIAILOV DIWONOD3 TV

8'0- 2196¢ 9000¥ 12°1% 9L 62Ct1 1S0L1 612 Ll €vy8e 66682 SEL S80INIS [BUOSIR B [E100S ‘Ajunwwo) 6
S30IAJ9G SSaulsng pue sjeis3 |eay

9L 168LY 205y 92L L'y pLYEL G66€1L Gee o€l LLYYE L0S0€ L6% pue adueInsu| ‘suoMysu| jeoueuldy 8

Lvy G869 €621 Zs °K4 LYy9€ 6SGE 41 - - - L S3JIAISG Ssauisng pue 8jejs3 |eay 2€8 - 1€8

ve 859 9199 oy 9- 14974 16e¢ 8i S0 yvey |G9EY [44 aouelnsu| 0z8

v'L€ 98y€E A% 74 €9 Vo Zv9L 9918 181 G'6S y¥852 10291 (5414 suonnmsu| jeroueuly 0i8

L0 00Stv¥y 68LvY LEL 6°Cr 1472514 8E€9Y [44 8'G 9G8LY LGG6E G6 uoneounwwo) 3 abesolg ‘podsues L L
S|9)0H pue

9y 2295 902¥S €02 L'E £E0ve 2L1ree L0¥ €6 60.2€ vEOLE 962 SJUBINE}SSY PUB Spel] |IE}9Y B S|ESSIOYM 9

18" 6€CLL 8Lech (01599 06" 6.0} yi8LL 8Ll LT 06¥ v0S 13 S|9j0H pue sjueine}say 2€9 - 1€9

962 G668 14174 v.Z L' YAZA v0SS (1] %4 1’9 8011 0l9t 9 apel] ey 029

(] fA4 21> vL9v€ S6¢ o€ L€6S ¥54S 7 S'S L1S0€ 02682 0ce apeJ] 9|essjoyM 019

A4 a0} 4% L18EL 414 Le- Gese 1092 2% 6'S 8/81L1 olcLt vi uononAsuo) S

9l G905t 9zsvl 801 10~ 6¥61 1S61 9 8l 9LLEL G/82L 20l J8jeM pue se9 ‘Aouros|3 14

6'v ovZivl  |26SPEL 8vL 6'€ 186921 |28L1¢I 02. 144" 65971 [0]5:741 82 Buunjoeynuepy €

rAVA 1081 9891 Ll VL 1081 9891 Ll - - - - saisnpuj Buunoeynuep syl 06€
. (yuaswdinb3z Asuiyoep)

€0 8¥LS LELS 08 0 6016 9805 6L el 6€ 14 8 S}ONPo.d |EISN PojEdLqe JO ainjdejnuey G8E - LLE
) spnpoid

9'Y- V618 2068 8. S'i- 1821 LovL 89 G6lL- L0¢t LOSL oL |eJoul OIjEISN-UON JO aimoejnue 69¢ - 19¢
S]oNpo.d [ediwsyd

€ 2.9¢L Ly8EL 16 €l eveel 816¢€L 68 00 62¢ 62¢ 4 pue |ediwsyd JO ainjoejnuey 9G€ - LGE
sjonpoid

el ovv8 28G. 29 ¥'0 6.1G 9616 8G yve 192¢ 9zve 14 Jaded pue Jaded jo ainjoejnuep Ve - LYE
sjonpoid

[ 9izy 180% 85 €L 12194 1102 €S 6°0- 2502 0202 S 3100 puE POOM JO aimoejnuey 2EE - LEE
sausnpu| Jayyea pue jpieddy

6'¢ 0€669 - |19249 1ee 6'¢ 89/69 L€LL9 :]%4 9've 291 o€l € Buineap ‘sa|Ixa L JO aimoejnue vZe - 1ee
000BeqO )

L'EL 6.¥62 Z2v09Z ovi 80} 0481¢ €EL61 LEL 9'0C 6092 60€9 € pue abesanag poo4 Jo aindejnuen vie-Lig

6L 8€0¢€ g€LLe Vi v'8- ¥S 6S 14 el ¥86¢ ¥59¢ oL Buikuenp pue Buluiy 4

[ Licell 209€’L ¥6S 610 L622¥L €20yl [9A4 (A 0260€ 6.GLE 743 SONIAIOY [eInynduby IV 3

[ 620¥% 9.0% 16 60°0 olze 102¢€ 68 LG 618 698 8 uoneARnd jnUod0YH 09ttt

2L 8L1¥2 86652 0L Vo 6€€€T 9z6ve 2ol €412 6.4 2.0L Z uoneARind Jaqgny 0SLLL

o 8vZotl ySyveEL 68¢ 9l 82eelL  |BCSLLL 96¢ 200~ 02622 9262¢ €€ uoneAnny eat oviiL

1661 0} 1661 0} 1661 0}
paJedwod 8661 1661 pasedwod 8661 1661 pasedwod 8661 1661
sege6l ull  uljuaw| urjuaw| ‘sqeys3z| segeel ull Ul jusw utjusw| ‘sqeys3| segeel ul| urjuaw| uijudw| ‘sqejs3 3002
abueys %,| Aojdw3| -Aojdwz| jo-oN| obBueys | -Aojdw3z| -Aojdw3z| jo-oN| abueyd -Aojdw3z| -Aojdw3z| jo ON AYLSNANI A¥LSNANI
SYO0123S H108 YO1I3S ILVARId ¥0123S o1nand

SHVIA HLOE ¥O4 SN¥NLIY IHSINYNG HOIHM SLINIWHSITEGVLSI NOWWOD ONIMVL 8661 ANV 661 NIIMLIE INIWAOTJNI NI S3IONVHO - Al 318VL



DISTRIBUTION OF EMPLOYMENT

Distribution of employment by major divisions of industry and sector are shown in
Table V. Percentage employees in Agriculture Forestry & Fishing has increased from
32.7 percent in 1997 to 36.8 percent in 1998. This was due to better reporting of
plantation sector establishments. It shows highest proportion employees are engaged
in this sector. Second highest employment are reported from Manufacturing sector
which is 31.3 percent in both sector where as Private Sector it was 42.1  percent.
Distribution of employees by major Occupational categories are shown in Table VI.
According to this table there are no major changes in employment distribution by
Occupational categories in 1998 with compare to previous year except in Skilled and Un-
skilled categories.

TABLE YV - PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF EMPLOYEES BY
MAJOR DIVISION OF INDUSTRY & SECTOR

Percentage Distribution of Employees

Major Industry

Division 1996 1997 1998
Public Private Total Public Private Total Public | Privat Total
Sector Sector Sector Sector Sector e
Sector
1 Agriculture, 24 .1 45.3 39.0 15.8 40.0 32.7 22.5 443 36.8
Forestry
& Fishing
2. Mining & 0.8 0.3 0.4 1.4 0.1 0.4 0.9 0.1 0.4
Quarrying
3. Manufacturing 11.6 43.1 33.3 114 44.1 34.3 10.6 42.1 31.3
4. Electricity, Gas & 5.0 0.4 1.8 6.1 0.3 21 4.4 0.3 1.7
Water
5. Construction 3.4 1.0 1.7 4.9 1.0 2.2 3.4 1.0 1.8
6. Wholesale &
Retail Trade, 13.5 3.9 6.8 15.2 5.2 8.2 12.7 4.8 7.5
Restaurants
& Hotels
7. Transport & 22.0 1.4 7.7 18.6 1.6 6.7 21.0 1.0 7.9
Storage
8. Financial & 10.3 2.3 4.8 13.8 4.4 7.2 11.2 3.0 5.8
Insurance
& Business
Services
9. Community, 9.3 2.3 4.5 12.8 3.3 6.2 13.3 3.4 6.8
Social &

personal Services

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

\f



TABLE VI -

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF EMPLOYEES BY
MAJOR OCCUPATIONAL CATEGORIES & SECTOR

Percentage Distribution of Employees
Occupational
Groups
1996 1997 1998
Public Private Total Public Private Total Public Private Total
Sector Sector Sector Sector Sector Sector
1. Administrative & 3.3 2.0 2.4 3.7 2.5 29 3.3 2.4 2.7
Managerial
2 Professional,
Technical, & 9.5 5.5 6.7 10.0 5.4 6.8 11.3 6.2 7.9
Related
Workers
3  Clerical & Related 224 6.0 111 23.8 7.8 12.6 23.6 6.7 12.5
Workers
4. Sales‘Workers 5.3 14 2.7 6.2 2.1 3.4 4.9 1.9 3.0
5. Foreman &
Supervisors 3.3 3.5 34 4.0 3.2 3.4 3.5 3.1 3.3
6. Skilled & Semi
Skilled 204 33.3 29.3 19.2 33.0 28.7 20.6 36.1 30.7
7. Un-skilled
Workers 35.8 48.3 44 .4 33.1 46.0 42.2 32.8 43.6 39.9
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
TABLE VIl - PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF EMPLOYEES BY
AGE, SEX AND SECTOR
Percentage Distribution of Employees
Age Sex Category
1996 1997 1998
Public Private Total Public Private Total Public Private Total
Sector Sector Sector Sector Sector Sector
MALE : Adults 71.3 43.7 52.2 75.1 46.9 55.3 72.4 457 54.9
Young 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.5 0.3
Persons
Total 71.5 44.0 52.6 75.2 471 55.5 72.5 46.2 55.2
FEMALE : Adults 28.4 55.7 47.2 24.7 52.6 443 27.4 53.3 445
Young 0.1 0.3 0.2 0.1 0.3 0.2 0.1 0.5 0.3
Persons
Total 28.5 56.0 47.4 24.8 52.9 445 27.5 53.8 44.8
TOTAL 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0




Table VIl shows distribution by gender and sector. As reported in previous years
female participation in organized sector employment has been increasing gradually. In

1998 this trends are reported for both Private and Public Sectors as well as total.

As

shown in Table. VII this increasing female participation trends are shown in major
industry groups of Agriculture, Manufacturing, Trades, Restaurants and Hotel Trade,

Financial, Insurance and Business services and Personal Services etc.

TABLE VIIl - NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF WOMEN EMPLOYEES TO

TOTAL EMPLOYEES BY MAJOR DIVISION OF INDUSTRY 1995- 1998

Major Industry NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF WOMEN EMPLOYEES TO TOTAL EMPLOYEES
Division
1995 1996 1997 1998
No. % No. % No % No %

Agriculture, Forestry 248,453 52.4 218,341 51.7 | 140,894 51.2 | 1,936.75 53.1
& Fishing
Mining & Quarrying 2024 40.0 1,823 374 675 18.6 564 14.9
Manufacturing 164,659 62.3 232,598 64.0 | 171,573 59.5 180,139 58.0
Electricity, Gas & 943 6.6 1,898 9.5 1,368 7.8 1202 7.0
Water
Construction 1,018 13.7 2,295 12.4 2,313 12.6 2163 12.0
Wholesale & Retail
Trade, Restaurants 16,772 27.7 20,559 27.4 18,327 26.6 20980 28.0
& Hotels
Transport & Storage 3266 5.9 7,522 8.8 4,537 8.0 7203 9.2
Financing, Insurance 13279 323 16,565 31.3 18,095 29.7 17,423 30.3
Real Estates &
Business Services
Community, Social & 7100 25.9 14,925 30.3 16,438 31.6 20,714 30.6
Personal Services

ALL WORKERS 457,514 48.2 516,526 47.4 | 374,220 445 | 444153 44.8




TABLE IX- NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF WOMEN EMPLOYEES TO TOTAL
EMPLOYEES BY MAJOR OCCUPATIONAL CATEGORIES-1995-1998

Major  Occupational NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF WOMEN EMPLOYEES TO TOTAL EMPLOYEES
Category
1995 1996 1997 1998
No % No. % No % No %
Administrative & 3,155 16.4 4,663 17.8 4,271 17.3 5573 20.6
Managerial
Professional, 14,126 28.0 22,499 30.6 15,494 27.2 22,795 29.0
Technical, &
Related Workers
Clerical & Related 34,587 36.7 47,721 39.5 42,086 39.5 48,264 39.0
Workers
Sales Worker 10,421 37.5 8,575 29.5 7.561 26.6 8,600 29.1
Foreman &
Supervisors 7,711 26.6 11,209 29.9 6,588 22.8 6,864 21.2
Skilled & Semi 119,136 53.9 178,306 55.7 127,032 52.5 159,773 52.4
Skilled
Un-skilled 268,378 52.8 243,553 50.3 171,242 48.3 192,284 48.6
Workers
ALL WORKERS 457,514 48.2 516,526 47.4 374,220 445 444 153 44.8

Table VIII and IX are shown number and percentage distribution of women employees to
total employees by major groups of Industry and Occupation. Female participation in
major category of Administration and Managerial, Professional Technical & Related
are gradually increasing over the period of time.
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