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PREFACE

The Annual Employment Survey of Sri Lanka conducted by the Department of Labour
has been designed to measure the levels and trends of the private sector and semi- government
sector employment of the country over a period of time. This survey has been conducted
annually since 1971 by the Statistics Division of the Department of Labour and this is the 32"
publication in this series. The survey covers establishments with five or more paid employees
engaged in Manufacturing. Industry & Services sectors in both private and Semi government
establishments in public sector. Limitations of this survey are coverage of survey was badly
affected due to the non availability of a complete list of establishments for the whole country
and also the method of data collection (postal survey method). Although this is a national level
survey. coverage of Northern and Eastern provinces were not in a sufficient level of response
due to the prevailing situation in this area. Distribution of Organized sector employment by
major division of industry. change of employment by divisions of industry over a period of
time and also gender distribution by industry are some of the major findings of the survey.

Responsibility of planning and the execution of the survey was done by U.N.S. De
Silva. Statistical Officer, final data tabulation was done by Mr.P.H.J.K. Gunathilaka.
Statistical Ofticer. Computer based application was done by Mr.P.G.A.R. De Silva. Statistical
Officer and the staff of the Statistics division with the assistance of Mr.H.D.N. Padmasiri,
statistician under the guidance and directions of Mr.R.H.S. Abeynayake. Deputy Director
(Statistics) who is responsible for the preparation of the final report.

Data processing activities were handled by the Data processing Division of the
Department of Census & Statistics. | extend my sincere thanks to all officers who have
contributed unreservedly to this Survey and publication of the report.

Finally. I express my appreciation to all employers who have responded to our request

and for their co- operation for the success of this endeavor.

D.S.Edirisinghe.

Commissioner General of L.abour.

Department Of Labour.
Labour Secretariat.

Colombo 05.
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ANNUAL EMPLOYMENT SURVEY - 2006

INTRODUCTION

This is the 32" publication in the series of “Annual Employment Survey™ report
published by the Statistics Division of the Department of Labour. First survey of this series
was appeared in 1971. The main objective of the survey is to collect employment related
information in the organized sector establishments in the country. The survey covers
establishments with 5 or more paid employees in Private Sector and also Semi-Government
Institutions in Public Sector. Coverage of the survey was affected due to the limits of postal
addresses of the comprehensive list of establishments. Non responses due to heavy collection
of information through post, has influenced the survey results to some extent.

Reference period for the survey was taken as last working day in the month of June of
the year 2006.

ANALYSIS OF THE SURVEY RESPONSE

Table I illustrates the details of responses of 9412 establishments that were addressed
for the survey. Out of that 465 establishments were reported as closed, nil or less than five
employees. Therefore only 8947 establishments become eligible for the survey. Out of that
5909 establishments were reporting establishments. That shows 33.9 percent establishments
were not responding or in other words non - response rate was 33.9 percent.

TABLE I - ANALYSIS OF RESPONSE - 2006

| Establishments | | Non
I out of the Scope | Responding
|__of the Survey " Establishments
Establishments ‘ 2 ph Eligible ‘ Reporting
Sector 8 3 g ; . . ‘ -
Addressed ’T:L < 3| _ Establishments | Establishments 3
535|828 2 E X
S 2l =TC = s
| 2 s 5 pa
ERE
- | R
Public 1,978 | 5 0 5 1,973 1,594 379 19.2
Private 7,434 f 247 | 213 | 460 6,974 4,315 2,659 38.1
1
TOTAL 9.412 1252 | 213 | 465 8,947 5,909 3,038 33.9




TABLE II - TOTAL NUMBER OF REPORTING ESTABLISHMENTS AND EMPLOYMENT BY DISTRICTS

2004 2005 2006
All Economic Activities All Economic Activates All Economic Activities

j2] E s E & E

5 £ £ g £ £

District £ z £ = £ z

% S £ S E S £ S g S £ S

= - s = = =

7 3 @ ] - =

= 2 = 2 = 2

= = =
Colombo 1531 28.35| 247430| 30.05 | 1842/ 29.56| 275972| 30.79 | 1756 29.72| 233906] 29.72
Kalutara 346 6.41] 48827 593 | 438 7.03| 57099 6.37 | 407 6.89] 41099 522
Gampaha 559 10.35| 83808| 10.18 | 724 11.62| 108810] 12.14 | 690; 11.68/ 94610] 12.02
Kandy V 345 6.39] 47267 5.74 | 400 6.42| 54441| 6.07 | 382 6.46) 44432 564
Matale 103 1.91| 12348 71‘50 114 1.83] 15450 172 106 179 11106 1.41

Nuwara Eliya 236 4.37) 93741} 11.38 | 250 4.01) 101269| 11.30 | 239 4.04| 98708| 12.54

Galle 350 6.48) 36379| 4.42| 378 6.07| 34548 3.85| 341 5.77| 29304| 372
Matara 195 3.61| 23312| 2.83| 227 3.64| 26054| 291 | 238 4.03| 25298 3.21
Hambantota 86 1.59; 7632| 0.93 91 1.46] 10703 1.19 91 1.54/ 9703 1.23
Jaffna 46 0.85] 3733] 0.45 55 0.88/ 4020f 045 50| 085 3847 0.49
Mannar 12 0.22 328 0.04 10 0.16 217| 0.02 15)  0.25 441| 0.06
Vavuniya 15 0.28 700] 0.09 i 0.18 280f 0.03 16| 027 760| 0.10
Mullaitivu 6 0.1 285 0.03 5 0.08 209 0.02 5| 0.08 -175|  0.02
Kilinochchi 2 0.04 66/ 0.01 5 0.08 132] 0.01 6/ 0.10 130f 0.02
Batticaloa 50 0.93] 3185 0.39 53 0.85 2727| 0.30 52| 088 2753| 0.35
Ampara 76 1.41] 4494 0.55 86 1.38) 7351] 082 94 1.569) 8666, 1.10
Trincomalee 33 0.61] 2758] 0.33 35 0.56] 2647| 0.30 44{ 0.74] 2909{ 037
Kurunegala 250 4.63| 32948| 4.00| 300 4.811 30942| 345| 259; 438/ 28512 362
Puttalam 181 3.35; 127581] 1565| 222 3.56] 14086| 1.57 [ 188 3.18| 10446 1.33

Anuradhapura 138 2.56| 11638 1.41| 158 2.54| 14204| 1.58 | 146| 2.47{ 14571] 1.85

Polonnaruwa 83 1.54f 6001| 0.73 90 1.44| 5640; 063 94 159 6878{ 0.87
Badulla 192 3.56| 62593 6.39 ] 200 321 47394| 529 183 3.10] 41060{ 5.22
Moneragala 43 0.80] 8939 1.09 59 0.95| 11587 1.29 55| 093] 11093 1.41
Ratnapura 235 4.35| 36786| 4.47 | 261 4.19| 38088| 4.25| 260| 4.40/ 38644| 4.91
Kegalle 287 5.31| 45452| 552 | 218 3500 32517 3.63( 192{ 3.25/ 28089 3.57

Total 5400 100] 823401 100| 6232 100| 896387 100] 5909 100| 787140 100




As shown in Table llI Private sector economic activities is being increased gradually. In 1995
Employment share of private sector was 54.9% and it has increased to 71.9% in 2006. Corresponding Public
sector share has declined by 17 percent.

TABLE 11 - NUMBER OF ESTABLISHMENTS SUBMITTING RETURNS AND TOTAL
EMPLOYMENT 1995 - 2006

Private Sector Public Sector Both Sectors
S = = = &= = = &= = =
1995 2,534 521,406 549 1,797 427,736 451 4,331 949,142 100.0
1996 3,831 750,724 68.9 1,609 338.963 31.1 5440| 1,089,687 | 100.0
1997 3,572 589,319 70.0 1,470 252,285 30.0 5,042 841,604 100.0
1998 3,910 651,127 65.7 1,818 340,624 343 5,728 991,751 100.0
1999 3.340 630,263 72.8 1,657 236,045 27.2 4 897 866,308 v1OOAO
2000 3,990 740,643 71.9 1,668 289,745 281 5,658 1,030,388 | 100.0
2001 3,967 718,955 71.4 1,638 287,648 28.6 5,605 1,006,603 100.0
2002 3,206 530,225 64.5 1,680 291,386 35.5'- 4,886 821,611 100.0
2003 3,657 644,041 70.2 1,702 273,593 298 5,359 917,634| 100.0
2004 3,708 567,346 68.9 1,692 256,055 311 5,400 823,401 | 100.0
2005 4,536 644,591 71.9 1,696 251,796 28.1 6,232 896,387 100.0
2006 4,315 565,610 71.9 1,594 221,530 28.1 5,909 787,140 | 100.0




Computation of index number of employment by major industry groups is one of the major
objective of the survey. As shown in table IV most of the major industries are reported negative trend for
the year 2006. This in mainly due to unsatisfactory coverage of the survey.

TABLE IV - INDEX NUMBER OF EMPLOYMENT BY MAJOR INDUSTRY DIVISION AND SECTOR 2003 - 2006

Major Industry
Division

Public Sector

Private Sector

Both Sectors

2003

2004 2005

2006

2003

2004 2005

2006

2003

2004

2005

2006

1. Agriculture,
Hunting,
Forestry & Fishing

313

90.3 85.1

92.6

96.4

95.1 95.8

86.9

102.3

98.8

991

91.0

2. Mining And
Quarrying

121

121 17.6

203

40.4

48.7 109.4

130.3

36.1

343

39.8

3.Manufactureing

130.2

124.5 118.5

107.9

134.8

103.1 120.4

97.4

130.3

101.4

116.3

94.9

4. Electricity, Gas

. {and

Water

146.7

123.7| 150.6

138.2

381

45.0 57.2

55.8

140.2

120.6

147.3

135.8

5. Construction

347 56.8

481

53.6

10.9 13.6

16.1

725

727

101.8

104.7

6.Wholesale &
Retail Trade,
Restaurants &
Hotels

158.7

145.0 145.5

132.0

134.7

159.5| 207.6

177.2

126.6

131.0

151.5

1327

7. Transport,
Storage &
Communication

268.4

271.4| 2348

180.2

64.5

83.8 166.0

119.0

262.7

270.8

260.1

197.3

8.Financing,
Insurance,

Real Estate &
Business Services

84.6

57.7

109.8

79.4 108.7

120.1

89.9

77.9

84.2

76.8

9. Community,
Social
and Personal

49.9

50.4 51.7

49.9

81.7 103.0

104.4

101.5

97.8

108.7

107.0

ALL
INDUSTRIES

110.2

103.1 101.4

89.2

139.9

1232 140.0

122.8

100.6

90.3

98.3

86.3

Table V depicts the change of employment between 2005 and 2006 taking common
establishment which furnished returns for both years. As shown in this table 2.3 percent employment
increase indicate for all common establishments from year 2005 to 2006.
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TABLE VI - PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF EMPLOYEES BY MAJOR DIVISION OF
INDUSTRY & SECTOR

Percentage Distribution of Employees
2004 2005 2006
Major Industry
Division 25| 88| 5 | L8| 25| 5 |£5 25| =

38128 2 |88|28| 8 |25|28| B

el an - Cw|awn L aw|aown =
1. Agriculture,
Hunting,
Forestry & 6.12) 39.27| 28.96 587 34.83 26.70 7.25] 36.00] 27.91
Fishing
2. Mining And
Quarrying 0.81 0.07 0.30 1.19 0.15 0.44 1.56 0.20 0.58
3.Manufactureing 8.67] 42.02| 3165 8.39] 43.07| 33.33 8.68/ 39.71 30.98
4. Electricity, Gas
and 5.26 0.17 1.75 6.51 0.20 1.97 6.79 0.22 2.07
Water
5.Construction 2.71 1.70 2.01 443 1.87 2.59 4.34 2.52 3.03
6.Wholesale &
Retail Trade, 13.88| 663 888 14.17] 750 044] 1460 738 942
Restaurants &
Hotels
7. Transport,
Storage & 26.43 1.11 8.99] 23.25 1.94 7.93] 20.29 1.58 6.85
Communication
8.Financing,
Insurance,
Real Estate & 14.69 3.52 7.00] 13.85 4.25 6.94 11.96 535 7.21
Business
Services
9. Community,
Social 21.44 550, 1045 2235 6.11] 10.67] 24.51 7.05 11.96
and Personal
ALL INDUSTRIES| 100.00| 100.00| 100.00| 100.00| 100.00| 100.00| 100.00| 100.00| 100.00




Distribution of employment by major industries and major occupational
categories are very good indicators to monitor country's economic trends. Table VI and

VIl provide the employment distribution by industries and occupations for the years

2004, 2005 and 2006.

TABLE VII - PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF EMPLOYEES BY MAJOR

OCUPATIONAL CATEGORIES & SECTOR 2004 - 2006

Percentage Distribution of Employees

2004 2005 2006

Occupational o o ° o °

o = 8 = _ T 9 = - v = Q= -

Growps 128 |SE| F (58|58 § |52 |58

S o | E o 2 So | Eo 2 S0 | £ 2

a v o w o w aw o wn aw
TAdministrativi ool 560 3ol g3 35 43l 36 57 42
e & Managerial
2.Profesional,
Technical &
Related 161 87 110 165 89 110 98 170 118
workers
3.Clarical &
Related 203 67 137 288/ 79| 137 87 281 142
workers
4. Sales 66/ 28/ 40 63 32 41 35 69 44
workers
S. Foreman & 34 43 40| 38 48 45 44| 34| 41
Supervisors
6.Skilled &
Semi Skilled 196| 406| 340 179 383 326 350 186 304
workers
7.Un-Skilled | 1941 540 204| 203 335 208 250 203 309
Workers
ALL 100.0] 100.0] 1000 100.0{ 100.0] 1000 100.0] 1000 1000
INDUSTRIES : : : : : : ' ' ‘




GENDER DISTRIBUTION

Table VIII and IX show number and percentage of women employees to total
employees by major division of industries and occupational sector. It shows a remarkable
increase of female participation in manufacturing and agricultural sectors.

TABLE VIII - NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION
TOTAL EMPLOYEES BY MAJOR INDUSTRY

OF WOMAN EMPLOYEES TO
DIVISIONS 2003-2006

NUMBER & PERCENTAGE OF WOMEN EMPLOYEES TO TOTAL EMPLOYEES

Major industry Division 2003 2004 2005 2006

No % No % No % No %
Agricuiture, Hunting,
Forestry & Fishing 127,589 51.6] 125,086 52.5] 125,882 52.6] 117,293 534
Mining And
Quarrying 1,860 447 ” 356 143 502 12.7 804 17.6
Manufacturing 212,503 63.4} 156,675 60.1] 168,799 56.5] 137,961 56.6
Electricity, Gas and 1,670 99 1135 79 1507 85 1472 9.0
Water
Construction 3,130 18.9 2,005 12.1 2,667 11.5 3,897 16.3
Wholesale & Retail
Trade, 20,979 29.71 22,795 31.2| 29,464 34.8] 24,449 33.0
Restaurants & Hotels
Transport, Storage & 6,612 92| 5,464 74| 6734 95| 6,045 11.2)
Communication
Financing, Insurance,
Real Estate & 21,795 32.8} 18,816 32.7] 21,076 33.91 18,949 33.4
Business Services '
Community, Social 32,112 359 28,777 33.4| 31,097 32.5| 33,631 357
and Personal
ALL INDUSTRIES 428,250 46.6] 361,109 43.9] 387,728 43.3] 344,501 43.8




TABLE IX - NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF WOMAN

EMPLOYEES TO TOTAL EMPLOYEES BY MAJOR INDUSTRY DIVISIONS

2003 - 2006
Percentage Distribution of Employees

Major
Occupational 2003 2004 2005 2006

Groups

No % No % No % No %

Administrative 9,050, 240 7367 231 8861 231 7625 232
& Managerial
Professional,
Technical & 36,284 351 28767 31.7] 32.087] 324 32207 348
Related workers
Clerical &
Related 51566 415 46826 415 51962 422 47.781] 429
Workers
Sales Workers 9246 302 9451 289 12061 330 10982 314
Foreman & 7981 215 6522 196] 7939 197 6665 205
Supervisors
okilled & Semi | 151781 s6.9| 147.612) 527| 149840 513 121884 51.0
Skilled workers |
Un - Skilled 132,342|  49.9| 114564] 47.3| 124.978| 46.8| 117.357] 483
Workers
ALL 428250 46.7| 361,109 439| 387.728] 43.3| 344501 438
INDUSTRIES 28, ' ’ : ! ' : '

Table X shows cross-classification of woman employees by major
industry divisions and major occupational categories. It shows the highest
women participation in Manufacturing Group in skilled and semi skilled workers

of 67 percent.
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Table 14 : ( Contd...

) NUMBER OF ESTABLISHMENTS AND EMPLOYMENT BY OCCUPATIONAL CATEGORY AND INDUSTRY FOR EACH PUBLIC SECTOR COOPERATION/

BOARD - 2006
< . ALL OTHER WORKERS
o 2o E2 o {|®q0 » » a
[} LW = < O a2 2 w
z WGW._ Z mﬂ%m w MEE 2u {z &lo . 2 < 2za¢
(S NAME INDUSTRY 2 = Zos0flmZwaX |Qax| Jx |3 aid 3 = = =<0
= OF I Qg w L X X & g S>> |2 ] o) Ow J
3 Zxwn < NWFR WO |wwol w0 | g%y 2952 < = 6roi
2 SERE YE 0T 0 b|§ E| 2 3
w o p ] 2
o 7
109|Post Graduate Institute in Medicine 1 12 2 45 - - 15 14 29 88
110{Public Trustee Department Social Service 2 1 - . - - 1 22 - 23 24
111|Rajarata Development Bank Developing 25 39 2 132 - 1 16 45 62 235
112|Rehabilitation Authority ( (160/0/CB ) 1 6 - 63 - - - - - 69
113|Road Development Authority Construction 1 2 13 7 - - - 1 1 23
114|Rubber Research Institute Research Institute 2 2 22 6 - 5 - 632 637 667
115]Ruhunu Development Bank Banking 20 73 - 130 - - 19 38 57 260
116{Sanasa Development Bank Banking 1 22 7 47 - - - - - 76
117|Project 1 2 8 19 - - 13 - 13 42
118} Secondary education modernization project Education Services 1 4 2 20 - - 3 - 3 29
Securities & exchange Commission of Sri
119 anka Security Services ! 7 22 8 ) ) 4 3 7 44
120|Sevanagala Sugar Industries Ltd 1 15 258 28 - 22 198 71 291 592
121]South Eastern University of Sri Lanka Education 1 17 179 80 - - 77 - 77 353
Southern Province Rural Economic
22| pgvancement Project Developing 2 30 19 37 22 ) 4 ! s 13
123} Sri Jayewardenepura University Education 1 53 624 321 - - 72 235 307 1,305
124)Sri Lanka Export Development Board ( EDB ) 1 91 35 84 - - 27 45 72 282
125|Sri Lanka Ayurvedic Drugs Corp Importing of Ayurvedic Drugs 2 9 16 63 2 14 86 97 197 287
126|Sri Lanka Broadcasting Corp. Broadcasting 4 64 507 295 - 1 411 53 465 1,331
127)Sri Lanka Buddhist & Pali University Educational Institute 1 3 32 37 - - 35 - 35 107
128|Sri Lanka Bureau of Foreign Employment Supplying Foreign Employment 1 142 26 471 - - 28 - 28 667
129}Sri Lanka Cashew Corp 7 17 12 44 3 8 95 122 225 301
130 ww:mw:xm Council for Agriculture Research Agricultural Service 4 1 10 9 . a 4 3 7 27
131|Sri Lanka Foundation Institute Training 1 7 21 30 - - 28 36 64 122
132|Sri Lanka Handicraft Board 1 23 30 265 60 4 22 53 79 457
133 Sri Lanka institute of Advanced Technical Education 1 6 19 18 ) B 1 ) 1 44
Education
Sri Lanka Institute of Development Training
134 Administration ( SLIDA ) 1 23 12 44 20 - - 19 19 118
135|Sri Lanka Inventors Commission 1 - 7 6 - - 2 1 3 16
S Lanka Mahaweli Engineering Construction
136 £ conomic Agency 1 16 33 32 - - - - - 81
137|Sri Lanka National Commission for 'UNESCO' |Social Service 1 2 - 4 - - 2 2 4 10
138 Mwww%xm National Library Services Social Service 1 4 69 33 ) ) 5 35 40 146
139]|Sri Lanka Port Authority Management of Ports 2 28 248 264 - 159 596 1 756 1,296
140]Sri Lanka Press Council Printing 1 1 - 7 - - 2 4 6 14
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To

Deputy Director
Statistics Division
Department of Labour

Colombo 5

Dear Reader.

Annual Employment Surveyv - 2006

Please be kind cnough to comment on the utility of this publication and welcome

suggestions on how it can be further developed.

Comments on Annual Employment Survey - 2006:-




e o ]
R AT AR E G 3



