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In this section of handbook, in addition to the
Labor Force Survey (LFS) 2014 data, are
represented a number of key indicators calculated by
the result of Households Integrated Living
Condition Survey 2008-2013, for the purpose of
time series analysis. Taking into account the fact
that in 2014 LFS sampling methodology has
undergone some changes (the sampling method, the
sample size), 2014 data can in statistically
permissible limits be different / deviate from
previous years data which must be taken into
account when comparing time series.

Survey objective

The Labour Force Survey (LFS) is a statistical study
of the households selected by the appropriate
method. The objective of the survey is providing
information on not only well-known employment
and unemployment as wel as providing
comprehensive information on other standard
indicators characterizing the country labour market.

Scope of survey

e Primary sampling unit is a private
household, i.e the residents of the retirement homes,
prisons and other ingtitutional households weren't
surveyed.

e Surveyed unit is a person aged 15-75
(including), who @) usually livesin the household, b)
is absent from household up to 3 months (within the
country or abroad), ) isin the army (mandatory).

e Observation period is al the weeks of all
the moths of the year.

o Reference period is the last one week
preceding the survey, from Monday to Sunday
(including).

The survey was conducted in all the rural and urban
settlements of all the marzes of the republic.
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The methodological basis of the survey

The design of the questionnaire, used concepts, set
of indicators and cal culation methodology, sampling
method basically comply with the definitions and
concepts recommended by the ILO and Eurostat,
while taking into account the peculiarities of their
application in Armenia to the extent possible, at the
same time, by providing the comparability with the
international similar indicators.

For the possible inclusion of phenomena studied by
the survey the working age has been defined 15-75
(including) age range.

According to survey methodol ogy:

e Each respondent was classified into the
following mutualy exclusive groups by status of
economic activity — employed, unemployed and
population not economically active (inactive).

¢ Data describe the current economic status
of respondents for the short reference period (one
week).

Brief methodology of sample

A two stage dstratified sample by regions (marzes)
has been designed to conduct the survey. The
method of systematic probability sampling was used
to frame the sample. Yerevan and all marzes with
rural and urban settlements were covered by sample
population with proportion of all HH available in
these strata.

Based on the administrative and territoria division
of RA at the first stage of sampling, the preliminary
sampling units, i.e. enumeration areas were selected.
2001 Armenian Population Census results were used
to cal culate the mentioned proportions.

At the second stage of sampling the primary
sampling units, that are HHs to be surveyed, were
randomly selected. As aresult, during the year have
been surveyed 7 680 HHs (monthly 640 HHs), of
which 5 160 urban and 2 520 rural areas.
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At the same time a reserve sample was selected
by the same steps, because it was anticipated that in
most cases the questionnaire may not be completed
due to household's refusal to participate in the survey,
absence from the republic or other reasons. As a result,
the HHs not participated in the survey were replaced
from the reserve sample.

The selection of households (HH) has been done
monthly by the rotation principle.

Data quality and representativeness

The annual size of the sample by the summarized
indicators in the terms of RA ( e.g. unemployment,
employment, etc.) provided high representativeness,
and by marzes' level minimum representativeness.

In some cases tha data have low or insufficient
representativeness or some limits for use, which should
be taken into account while analyzing the data. These
can be:

o Relatively less popular phenomena objectively
have less chance to be included in the sample because
of its limited size. Therefore dataat a high level of
disaggregation (e.g. the simultaneous crossing of
several variables) may have limited or insufficient
representativeness. Similarly, the quarterly survey data
(annual sample per quarter) are representataive only by
large grouping of indicators because of the small
sample size.

e The sampling method doesn't give full
opportunity to provide adequate coverage for al the
types of economic activity or occupation, since the
sampleis not stratified according to these variables.

e Theindicators describing the popoulation's
economic activity status are based on a respondents
answers, persona  (subjective) assessment of
standardized questionnaire. In some cases the answers
are received not directly from the respondent, but are
based on the answers of other adult from HH (proxy
answers). As aresult, the received data in some cases
can differ from reality.



