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ES follow-up on COVID-19: Somalia, Round 1
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Implementation Report

As part of the efforts of the World Bank Group to understand the impact of COVID-19 on the private sector,
the Enterprise Analysis unit is conducting follow-up surveys on recently completed Enterprise Surveys (ES) in
several countries. These short surveys follow the baseline ES and are designed to provide quick information
on the impact and adjustments that COVID-19 has brought about in the private sector.

The follow-up surveys re-contact all establishments sampled in the standard ES using stratified random
sampling. The universe of inference is all registered establishments with five or more employees that are
engaged in one of the following activities defined using ISIC Rev. 3.1: manufacturing (group D). construction
sector (group F), services sector (groups G and H), transport, storage, and communications sector (group I)
and information technology (division 72 of group K).

The COVID-19 survey for Somalia is slightly different from the standard follow-up survey conducted by the
unit in other countries in two main ways. First, while the 2019 World Bank Enterprise Survey covered only
Bosaso and Mogadishu, the COVID-19 survey has been expanded to cover additional three cities - Baidoa,
Beledweyne and Kismayo. Sampling for these additional cities followed the standard ES methodology of
stratified random sampling and the universe of coverage is the same as the standard ES. Second, for Bosaso
and Mogadishu, establishments that refused the follow-up interview or were unobtainable are replaced by
establishments that were not part of the 2019 ES, selected from the same cell (combination of size, sector,
and location) as in the ES. Further, for Mogadishu the coverage of the COVID-19 survey has been expanded by
increasing the sample size for the ES firms (5 or more employees) compared to the 2019 ES, and by adding
micro-enterprises. The baseline ES for Bosaso and Mogadishu contains a total of 250 interviews conducted
from Novermber 2019 through February 2020. For these two cities, the follow-up data can be merged with the
baseline data set using the variable idstd.

This first round of the survey (out of three planned) was implemented as follows:

e Method of Data Collection: Computer Assisted Telephone Interviews (CATI)

e Data Collection Period: June 14 - July 30, 2020

o Reference to last completed month in data: May/June

e Total Sample Target: 453

e Response Rate: 65.4%

e Sample Frame Source: Completed interviews as part of 2019 ES for Bosaso and Mogadishu. The
Ministry of Commerce and Industry, chamber of commerce and respective municipality for the
remaining cities.

e Average Length of Interviews: 35 minutes

e Implementing Agency: Altai Consulting

e Interview Language: English and Somali

Figure 1: Outcome of Re-contacting the Sample
Unobtainable: 89

Discontinued Businesses: 1

Refusal: 50
Confirmed Open: 269
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The dataset contains two main weight variables. For interviews with baseline ES data, we include the median
weights in the ES, denoted wmedian_ES. We also include, wmedian_COVID, recommended to be used for
analysis and used to compute all other indicators. This weight is computed for those with and without ES
baseline. For Bosaso and Mogadishu with ES baseline, the weight is computed by adjusting the ES baseline
weight (wmedian_ES) to account for non-response in the follow-up. These sampling weights are adjusted by
cell of stratification (combination of size, sector, and location). It assumes that businesses that could not be
re-contacted (unobtainable) in the COVID-19 survey have exited the market. For interviews without baseline
ES. this weight is computed in a standard way based on a similar assumption, namely that business that
couldn’t be contacted for the COVID survey are no more in operations. The variable wweak_COVID assumes
that unobtainable businesses continue to exist.

The dataset contains all observations from the standard ES with the variable eligibilitycode indicating the
outcome after attempting to reach the corresponding firm. Establishments that have closed permanently are
interviewed using a short questionnaire which is also available in the dataset.

A separate dataset with 100 micro-enterprises interviewed in Mogadishu has also been posted on the website.

For more information regarding the ES follow-up surveys on COVID-19, visit
https://www.enterprisesurveys.org/en/covid-19
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