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National Income Dynamics Study 

Consent Form: Household Questionnaire 
 
This questionnaire is to be administered to the oldest woman in the household and/or another 
household member who is knowledgeable about the living arrangements and spending patterns of 
the household.  While participation from other household members is encouraged, this consent 
form should be signed by the main respondent.  
 
This is a study about household composition and migration, household income and expenditure, employment and schooling in 
South Africa. This project is run by researchers at the University of Cape Town on behalf of the South African Presidency.  The 
purpose of this study is to learn more about how people in South Africa are faring over time. 
As part of this study we will be asking to interview each member of this household.  Before we do that, we will be asking you to 
provide some background information about your household, such as who usually lives here, whether you have access to services 
such as water and electricity and which assets you own.  
Before we begin the interview, we want to make sure you understand the following information about the study: 

• Your participation is entirely voluntary. You may refuse to take part in the interview, and you may stop at any time if you do not 
want to continue. You also have the right to skip any particular question or questions if you do not wish to answer them. 

• The time it takes to complete the interview will vary depending on how many people live in your household and whether all the 
sections of the questionnaire are relevant to your household, but the average amount of time for this interview is 40 minutes. 

• You have the right to ask questions at any point before the interview, during the interview, or after the interview is completed. 

• All information collected for this study will be kept strictly confidential. While the data collected will be used for research 
purposes, information that could identify you or your household will never be publicly released in any research report or 
publication.  

• The intention of the study is to conduct further interviews with you in the future.  As a result, your personal details will be kept 
on record in order that you can be re-contacted to participate in future studies that form part of this project.  However, we will 
ask your permission to participate in the survey again each time.  Agreeing to participate now does not mean you have to 
participate in future surveys. 

By signing below, you signify that you agree to participate in the study and that your participation is entirely voluntary.  
 
 
 
 
 
           
SIGNATURE      DATE 
 
 
 
Fieldworker and supervisor to countersign below if respondent is not able to sign: 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________________           ____________________________________ 
SIGNATURE: FIELDWORKER              SIGNATURE: SUPERVISOR 
 
 
If you have questions about this interview or the NIDS project you can call us at 0800 11 NIDS (6437), fax us on 
021-650-5697 or email us at nids-survey@uct.ac.za. 

 This study has been reviewed and approved by the ethical review committee of the University of Cape Town. 
Feel free to contact Sharon Apolles, Senate Officer, Bremner Building, email: sharon.apolles@uct.ac.za, Tel: 
021-650-2191 should you have any queries or complaints.  
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0B0B0BSection B:  Household roster 
UUUINTERVIEWER READ OUT UUU: We would like to start by asking you questions about the people who are part of your household. 
 
Interviewer: Read out the membership criteria before proceeding. 

B1 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

B2 
Interviewer: 

 List names of all 
individuals who meet 
the 3 membership 
criteria below. 

 First list the names of 
all household 
members 

 List household head 
first 

 Use first names only 
 Don’t forget babies 

 
Interviewer check!  
Live-in domestic workers 
and lodgers are separate 
households: a separate 
household questionnaire 
should be completed for 
them. 

B3 
What is [ .. ]’s 
relationship 

to household 
head? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Interviewer: 
See code 

sheet 
Relationship 

codes 

B4
Gender 

 
 
 
 
 
 

B5
Date of Birth 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

B6 
Age in 

YEARS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

B7 
What is the 

highest 
educational 
qualification 
attained by  

[ .. ]? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Interviewer: 
See code 
sheet for  

Education 
codes 

 

B8 
What is [ .. ]’s 

current 
marital 
status? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Interv’r: See 
code sheet 
for  Marital 

status codes 

Pcode Name Relationship 
code 

Male     = 1 
Female = 2 

dd/mm/yyyy Years Education 
code 

Marital 
status code 

01.   1         2 _  _ / _  _ / _  _  
_  _

   

02.   1         2 _  _ / _  _ / _  _  
_  _

   

03.   1         2 _  _ / _  _ / _  _  
_  _

   

04.   1         2 _  _ / _  _ / _  _  
_  _

   

05.   1         2 _  _ / _  _ / _  _  
_  _

   

06.   1         2 _  _ / _  _ / _  _  
_  _

   

07.   1         2 _  _ / _  _ / _  _  
_  _

   

08.   1         2 _  _ / _  _ / _  _  
_  _

   

09.   1         2 _  _ / _  _ / _  _  
_  _

   

10.   1         2 _  _ / _  _ / _  _  
_  _

   

11.   1         2 _  _ / _  _ / _  _  
_  _

   

12.   1         2 _  _ / _  _ / _  _  
_  _

   

13.   1         2 _  _ / _  _ / _  _  
_  _

   

14.   1         2 _  _ / _  _ / _  _  
_  _

   

15.   1         2 _  _ / _  _ / _  _  
_  _

   

16.   1         2 _  _ / _  _ / _  _  
_  _

   

17.   1         2 _  _ / _  _ / _  _  
_  _

   

 
Membership Criteria 

You are a household member if: 
(i) You have lived under this "roof" or within the same compound/homestead/stand at least 15 

days during the last 12 months OR you arrived here in the last 15 days and this is now your 
usual residence  and 

(ii) when you are together you share food from a common source with other household members 
and 

(iii) you contribute to or share in a common resource pool. 
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B9 
Is [ .. ]’s 

spouse or 
partner listed 

on this roster? 
If yes, write 

the spouse or 
partner’s 
pcode. 

 
 

Interv’r: 
If absent, 
code 77; if 
deceased, 

code 44. If no 
spouse, write 

00 

B10 
Is [ .. ]’s 

biological 
father listed 

on this roster? 
If yes, write 
the father's 

pcode. 
 
 
 

Interv’r:      
 If absent, 
code 77; if 
deceased, 
code 44. 

 
 

B11 
Is [ .. ]’s 

biological 
mother listed 

on this roster? 
If yes, write 
the mother's 

pcode. 
 
 
 

Interv’r: 
If absent, 
code 77; if 
deceased 
code 44. 

 
 

B12 
Does [ .. ] 

usually reside 
here at least 4 

nights a 
week? 

 
 
 
 
 

Interv’r:  
If yes, circle 

code in 
column B1 

 

B13 
How many 
months did     
[ .. ] spend 

away from the 
household in 
the last 12 
months? 

 
 
 

Interv’r:  
If less than 1 

month or 
none, write 0 

and go to 
next person 

 

B14 
What was the 
main reason 
for his/her 
absence? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Interv’r:  
Use code 
box B14  

 
 
 

B15 
If still absent, 

in which 
province does 
[ .. ] stay now? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Interv’r:  
See code 
sheet for  
Province 

codes 
 
 

B16 
If still absent, 

in what kind of 
accomm-

odation is [ .. ] 
staying?  

 
 
 
 
 

Interviewer: 
Use code 

box B16. If 
code 1, 2, 5 
or 6, circle 

code in 
column B1 

Pcode Pcode Pcode Yes      No Months Code Province 
code 

Code 

   1            2     

   1            2     

   1            2     

   1            2     

   1            2     

   1            2     

   1            2     

   1            2     

   1            2     

   1            2     

   1            2     

   1            2     

   1            2     

   1            2     

   1            2     

   1            2     

        

 
Codes for Question B14 Codes for Question B16 

01 = Employment 09 = Living elsewhere 01 = Boarding school  
02 = Looking for employment 10 = Prison 02 = Hall of residence 
03 = Schooling 11 = Vacation 03 = Old age home  
04 = Student 12 = In hospital or clinic 04 = Retirement village 
05 = Personal reasons 13 = Away on business 05 = Prison 
06 = Escape violence or political problems 15 = Other (specify) 06 = Hospital or clinic 
07 = Visiting spouse or family  07 = Private house 
08 = Visiting friends  08 = Other (specify) 
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Section C: Mortality history 
INTERVIEWER READ OUT: Now we would like to ask you questions about recent deaths in your household. 
 

C1 

 

Has any member of this household, who usually lived here for at least 
four nights a week, died in the last 24 months? 

Yes 1 

No                                                                                       →  SKIP TO SECTION D 2 

  
 
 C2 

Starting with the death that occurred most 
recently, what was the name of the deceased? 

 

C3
What was [ .. ]’s 

gender? 
   

C4
What was [ .. ]’s relationship 

to the current head of 
household?  

 
Interviewer: 

See code sheet for  
Relationship codes 

C5
What was the date of  

[ .. ]’s death? 
 
 

Interviewer: If don’t 
know the month, 
write 99.  If don’t 

know the year, write 
9999 

C6
How old was [ .. ] 
when they died? 

 
 

Interviewer: 
If less than 1 year 
write 0.  If don’t 
know, write ‘-9’. 

C7 
Was [ .. ] ‘s 

death the result of  
an accident or 

violence? 
 

Code Name        Male      Female  Relationship code mm/yyyy Years Yes               No 

01 
 

1              2 
 

_  _ / _  _  _  _ 1                    2 

02 
 

1              2 
 

_  _ / _  _  _  _ 1                    2 

03 
 

1              2 
 

_  _ / _  _  _  _ 1                    2 

04 
 

1              2 
 

_  _ / _  _  _  _ 1                    2 

05 
 

1              2 
 

_  _ / _  _  _  _ 1                    2 

06 
 

1              2 
 

_  _ / _  _  _  _ 1                    2 
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Section D: Household living standards 

INTERVIEWER READ OUT: We would now like to ask you questions about your dwelling, 
your access to services and your households’ income in the last month. 

D1 Interviewer check!  Indicate the type of main dwelling that the household 
occupies. 
Dwelling/house or brick structure on a separate stand or yard or 
on farm 01 

Traditional dwelling/hut/structure made of traditional materials 02 
Flat or apartment in a block of flats 03 
Town/cluster/semi-detached house (simplex, duplex or triplex) 04 
Unit in retirement village 05 
Dwelling/house/flat/room in backyard 06 
Informal dwelling/shack in backyard 07 
Informal dwelling/shack not in backyard, e.g. in an informal/ 
squatter settlement or on farm 08 

Room/flatlet 09 
Caravan/tent 10 
Other (specify)  11 

D2 What is the total number of rooms that the household occupies in 
all structures in this dwelling? Please note this excludes 
bathrooms and toilets.   

 

D3 What is the main material used for the roof and the walls of the main dwelling?  
Interviewer: mark one code in each column 
 
Type of material  
 

D3.1  
Roof 

D3.2 
Walls 

Bricks 01 01 
Cement block/concrete 02 02 
Corrugated iron/zinc 03 03 
Wood 04 04 
Plastic 05 05 
Cardboard 06 06 
Mixture of mud and cement 07 07 
Wattle and daub 08 08 
Tile 09 09 
Mud bricks 10 10 
Thatching 11 11 
Asbestos/cement roof sheeting 12 12 
Stone and rock 13 13 

 
D4

 

Does a household member own this dwelling? 
Yes 1 
No                                                     → SKIP TO D10 2 

D5 Who in this household owns the dwelling?  Pcode 
Person #1  
Person #2  
Person #3  

D6

 
                

Is this property fully paid off? 
Yes                                                    → SKIP TO D9  1 

No    2 

Refuse -8 
D7 

 
What is the amount of the bond still owing on this property?                                 

Amount R 

Refuse  -8 
Don’t know  -9 

D8 
 

What is the amount of the monthly bond payment on this property? 

Amount R 

Refuse  -8 
Don’t know  -9 

D9 

 

What is the value of rent you could collect per month, if you were to rent this 
dwelling out?                                                           

Amount                                             → SKIP TO D13 R 

Refuse                                                           → SKIP TO D13 -8 
Don’t know                                                   → SKIP TO D13 -9 

D10

 
  

Does this household pay rent? 
Yes 1 

No                                                     → SKIP TO D12 2 
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D11 

 

What is the amount of rent paid for this dwelling per month?                               

Amount                                              → SKIP TO D13 R 

Refuse                                                            → SKIP TO D13 -8 
Don’t know                                                    → SKIP TO D13 -9 

D12 What is the value of monthly rent you would pay if you had to pay to stay 
here?                                            

Amount R 
 

Refuse  -8  
Don’t know  -9  

D13 What is a reasonable market value for which this property could be sold? 

Amount R 

Refuse  -8 
Don’t know  -9 

D14 

 

Did this household receive a government housing subsidy to obtain this 
dwelling or any other dwelling? 
Yes 1 
No                                                                →   SKIP TO D16 2 
Don't know                                                 →   SKIP TO D16 9 

D15 What was the amount of the subsidy received? 

Amount R 

Refuse  -8 
Don’t know  -9 

D16 Did this household receive a government land grant to obtain a plot of land for 
residence or for farming? 
Yes 1 
No 2 
Don't know 9 

D17 Did this household obtain a plot or land for residence or farming through the 
land restitution process? 
Yes 1 
No 2 
Don't know 9 

 
 

D18 

 
 
 

What is this household’s main source of water?  

Piped (tap) water in dwelling                     →   SKIP TO D20 01 
Piped (tap) water on site or in yard           →   SKIP TO D20 02 
Public tap 03 
Water-Carrier/tanker 04 
Borehole on site                                         →   SKIP TO D20 05 
Borehole off site/communal 06 
Rain-water tank on site                              →   SKIP TO D20 07 
Flowing water/stream 08 
Dam/pool/stagnant water 09 
Well 10 
Spring 11 
Other (specify) 12 

D19  How far is the water source from the dwelling? 
Interviewer: Read out options. 
Less than 100 m 01 
100 m - less than 200 m 02 
200 m - less than 500 m 03 
500 m - less than 1 km 04 
1 km or more 05 
Not applicable (water on site) 55 
Don’t know 99 

D20 

 

What type of toilet facility is available for this household?  

Flush toilet with onsite disposal (septic tank / soak-away) 1 
Flush toilet with offsite disposal 2 
Chemical toilet 3 
Pit latrine with ventilation pipe (VIP) 4 
Pit latrine without ventilation pipe 5 
Bucket toilet 6 
None                                                         →   SKIP TO D22 7 
Other (specify) 9 

D21 Is the toilet facility shared with other households? 

Yes 1 

 No 2 
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D22 Does this household have electricity even if currently disconnected? 

Yes 1 
 No 2 

D23 What is the main source of energy/fuel for this household for ________? 
 
 

D23.1 
Cooking 

D23.2 
Heating 

D23.3
Lighting 

Electricity from mains 01 01 01 

Electricity from generator 02 02 02 

Gas 03 03 03 

Paraffin 04 04 04 

Wood 05 05  

Coal 06 06  

Candles   07 

Animal Dung 08 08  

Solar Energy 09 09 09 

Other (specify) 10 10 10 

None 11 11 11 
D24 Does this household have a landline telephone in the dwelling? 

 Yes -Currently in working condition      1 
 Yes – Currently not in working condition      2 
 No      3 

D25 Is there a cellular telephone available to this household for regular use? 
Yes      1 
No      2 

D26 If you were to walk, how many minutes would it take from here to reach the 
following public transport services by foot? 
Interviewer: Write ‘-5’ for Not applicable, ‘-8’ for Refuse or ‘-9’ for Don’t 
know.   
1 -  Train min
2 -  Bus min
3 -  Minibus Taxi min

D27 Is your refuse or rubbish removed at least once a week by local authorities? 
Yes 1 
No 2 

 

D28 Do you have any street lighting where you live? 

Yes - Currently in working condition 1 
Yes - Not currently in working condition 2 
No 3 

D29 In the past 12 months, how often did any adult in this household go to bed 
hungry because there wasn’t enough food? 
Never 01 
Seldom 02 
Sometimes 03 
Often 04 
Always 05 
Not applicable (No adults in the household) 55 

D30 In the past 12 months, how often did any child in this household go to bed 
hungry because there wasn’t enough food? 
Never 01 
Seldom 02 
Sometimes 03 
Often 04 
Always 05 
Not applicable (No children in the household) 55 

D31 How much money did this household spend on all its expenses in the last 30 
days? 

Amount R 

Refuse  -8 
Don’t know  -9 
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INTERVIEWER READ OUT: Next, we want to ask you some questions about your 
households’ standard of living. 
Interviewer: Read out question first and then each response option. 

 It was less 
than 

adequate 
for your 
house-
hold’s 
needs 

It was just 
adequate 
for your 
house-
hold’s 
needs 

It was more 
than 

adequate 
for your 
house-
hold’s 
needs 

Not 
applicable 

D32.1 

Concerning your 
household’s food 
consumption over the 
past month, which of 
the following is true? 

1 2 3  

D32.2 

Concerning your 
household’s housing, 
which of the following is 
true? 

1 2 3  

D32.3 

Concerning your 
household’s clothing, 
which of the following is 
true? 

1 2 3  

D32.4 

Concerning your 
household’s health care 
cover, which of the 
following is true? 

1 2 3  

D32.5 

Concerning the 
schooling of children in 
the household, which of 
the following is true? 

1 2 3 5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

INTERVIEWER READ OUT: Next, we want to ask you some questions about your 
relationship with your neighbours and the social interactions that you have with those 
around you.  
Interviewer: Read out question first and then each response option. 

 Never 
happens 

Very 
Rare 

Not 
common 

Fairly 
common 

Very 
common 

Don’t 
know 

D33.1 

How 
common is it 
that 
neighbours 
help each 
other out? 

1 2 3 4 5 9 

D33.2 

How 
common is it 
that 
neighbours 
do things 
together? 

1 2 3 4 5 9 

D33.3 

How 
common is it 
that people 
in your 
neighbour-
hood are 
aggressive? 

1 2 3 4 5 9 

D33.4 

How 
common is 
burglary and 
theft in your 
neighbour-
hood? 

1 2 3 4 5 9 
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D34 Did anyone in this household receive income from employment or self 

employment last month? 

Yes 1 
No 2 

D35 Did anyone in this household receive rental income in the last month? 
Please note that this includes income from backyard shacks, boarders, flats 
and/or homes people own. 

Yes 1 
No 2 

D36 
Did anyone in this household receive income from government grants last 
month? 
Please note that this includes the old age pension, the child support the 
disability grant, the care dependency grant or any other kind of grant. 

Yes 1 
No 2 

D37 Did anyone in this household receive income from private pensions, dividends 
and interest on investments last month?  

Yes 1 
No 2 

D38 

 

What was the total amount of income (after income tax) that this household 
received last month?    
Please note this includes all the household members’ salaries and wages, 
grants, interest, rental income and income from agriculture earned by 
household members in the last month.                      

Amount                                   → SKIP TO SECTION E R 

Refuse  -8 
Don’t know  -9 

D39 Please would you look at the show card and point out the most accurate 
earnings category for last month’s household income?  
Interviewer: Show the income categories on the show card and record the 
appropriate code for the household’s monthly income 

Income category  

Refuse  88 
Don’t know  99 
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Section E1: Food spending and consumption 
INTERVIEWER READ OUT: Now we would like to ask questions about some specific food that may have been eaten in the LAST 30 DAYS.  It should not include food that has 
been bought for resale or exchanged for commercial purposes.   

E1.1 What was the total food expenditure of this household in the last 30 days? 
Amount R 

Refuse  -8 
Don’t know  -9 

 
Interviewer:  

 Read out each item.   
 For each of the items marked with a yes, ask the other questions. 
 For E1.3 to E1.6, write ‘-8’ for Refuse or ‘-9’ for Don’t know. 
  E1.2 

Was [ .. ] eaten by 
this household in the 

last 30 days? 

E1.3 
How much was spent 
on [ .. ] in the last 30 

days? 

E1.4 
What was the value of  
[ .. ] received as gifts in 

the last 30 days? 

E1.5 
What was the value of 

[ .. ] received as 
payment in the last 30 

days? 

E1.6 
What was the value of 
[ .. ] eaten from own 
production and/or 

from own shop stock 
in the last 30 days? 

Code Food Item Yes          No Rands Rands Rands Rands 

01 Mealie meal 1                2     
02 Samp 1                2     
03 Flour and bread 1                2     
04 Rice 1                2     

05 Pasta 1                2     

06 Biscuits, cakes, rusks 1                2     

07 Red meat (beef, mutton, pork, etc) 1                2     

08 Canned red meat 1                2     

09 Chicken 1                2     

10 Fresh fish and shell fish 1                2     

11 Tinned fish 1                2     
12 Dried peas, lentils, beans 1                2     
13 Potatoes 1                2     
14 Other vegetables 1                2     
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Section E1: Food spending and consumption (continued) 
Interviewer:  

 This is a continuation from the previous page.      
 For E1.3 to E1.6, write ‘-8’ for Refuse or ‘-9’ for Don’t know.  
  E1.2 

Was [ .. ] eaten by 
this household in the 

last 30 days? 

E1.3 
How much was spent 
on [ .. ] in the last 30 

days? 

E1.4 
What was the value of 
[ .. ] received as gifts in 

the last 30 days? 

E1.5 
What was the value of 

[ .. ] received as 
payment in the last 30 

days? 

E1.6 
What was the value of 
[ .. ] eaten from own 
production and/or 

from own shop stock 
in the last 30 days? 

Code Food Item Yes          No Rands Rands Rands Rands 

15 Fruits and nuts 1                2     
16 Oil for cooking 1                2     
17 Margarine, butter, ghee, other fats 1                2     
18 Peanut butter 1                2     

19 Milk, cheese, yoghurts and dried milk 1                2     

20 Eggs 1                2     

21 Sugar, jam, honey, chocolates and sweets 1                2     

22 Soft drinks and juices 1                2     

23 Tinned fruit and vegetables 1                2     

24 Breakfast cereal and porridge 1                2     

25 Baby food and baby formula 1                2     

26 Salt and spices 1                2     

27 Soya products 1                2     

28 Coffee and tea 1                2     

29 Food hampers 1                2     

30 Readymade meals brought into the household 1                2     

31 
Meals prepared outside the home (incl. restaurants 
and take-aways) 1                2     

32 Other food expenditure 1                2     
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Section E2: Non-food spending and consumption 
INTERVIEWER READ OUT: Now we would like to ask questions about some specific household items on which the household may have spent money in the LAST 30 
DAYS and how much was spent on these items. It should not include items that has been bought for resale or exchanged for commercial purposes.   
 
Interviewer:  

 Read out each item.  
 For each of the items marked with a yes, ask the other questions.   
 For E2.2 write ‘-8’ for Refuse or ‘-9’ for Don’t know. 

 
 
 
 

 E2.1 
Did the household spend money on [...] in 

the last 30 days? 

E2.2 
How much was spent on [ .. ] in 

the last 30 days? 

Code Yes              No Rands 

 Personal items:     

01 Cigarettes and tobacco 1                  2  

02 Beer, wine and spirits 1                  2  

03 Entertainment such as cinema, music, MNET and DSTV 1                  2  

04 Sport including sporting equipment, gym and club membership 1                  2  

05 Personal care items such as cosmetics, soap, shampoo and haircuts 1                  2               

06 Jewellery and watches 1                  2  

07 Newspapers, stationery, envelopes, stamps and books excluding school books 1                  2  

08 Cell phone account and/or airtime 1                  2  

09 Telephone account 1                  2  

10 Lotto, gambling and horse-racing 1                  2  

11 Internet if not included in the telephone account 1                  2  

12 Trips and holidays excluding transport costs 1                  2  

13 Ceremonies such as weddings and funerals 1                  2  

 Transport costs:   

14 Car payments excluding insurance 1                  2  

15 Petrol, oil and car service 1                  2  

16 Buses, taxis, trains and air tickets including transport to school 1                  2  
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Section E2: Non-food spending and consumption (continued) 
 

Interviewer:  
 This is a continuation from the previous page.  
 For E2.2 write ‘-8’ for Refuse or ‘-9’ for Don’t know. 

Code 

 

E2.1 
Did the household spend money on [...] in 

the last 30 days? 

E2.2 
How much was spent on [ .. ] in 

the last 30 days? 

Yes                    No Rands 
 Energy, water and municipal rates:   

17 Water 1                  2  

18 Electricity 1                  2  

19 
Other energy sources such as wood, paraffin, charcoal/coal, candles, gas, purchasing/charging 
batteries and diesel oil for generators 1                  2  

20 Municipal rates 1                  2  

21 Levies for example sectional title, share block and timeshare 1                  2  

 Insurance:   

22 Life insurance 1                  2  

23 Funeral policies or burial societies 1                  2  

24 Educational policies 1                  2  

25 Short-term insurance for example car, property & fire and crop insurance 1                  2  

 Household items:   

26 Kitchen equipment, like pots and pans, cutlery and crockery 1                  2  

27 Home maintenance and repairs to the dwelling 1                  2  

28 Bedding, sheets, blankets and towels  1                  2  

29 Material to make curtains and other household items 1                  2  

30 Hire purchase (HP) payments on furniture and other household appliances  1                  2  

31 Furniture and other household appliances bought with cash or by credit card 1                  2  

 Clothing and shoes:   

32 Shoes and clothes (excluding school uniforms) bought with cash or by credit card 1                  2  

33 Account payments on shoes and clothes excluding school uniforms  1                  2  

34 Material to make clothing 1                  2  
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Section E2: Non-food spending and consumption (continued) 
 

Interviewer:  
 This is a continuation from the previous page.  
 For E2.2 write ‘-8’ for Refuse or ‘-9’ for Don’t know. 

 
 E2.1 

Did the household spend money on [...] in 
the last 30 days? 

E2.2 
How much was spent on [ .. ] in 

the last 30 days? 

Code Yes                    No Rands 

 Health care:   

35 Medical aid schemes/medical insurance such as hospital plan 1                  2  

36 Dentists, doctors or nurses 1                  2  

37 Hospital fees 1                  2  

38 Medical supplies, for example, medicines and bandages 1                  2  

39 Traditional healer's fees 1                  2           

40 Homeopaths, physiotherapists, dieticians 1                  2  

 Education:   

41 School fees and tuition 1                  2  

42 School books including stationery 1                  2  

43 Uniforms 1                  2  

44 Other school expenses  such as school outings, meals at school, boarding fees, contributions to 
school buildings, extra costs for teachers and extramural activities 1                  2  

 Miscellaneous:   

45 Washing powder, dishwashing liquid, polish and all household cleaners 1                  2  

46 Crèche and childcare 1                  2  

47 Religious and membership dues of organisations, donations to charity 1                  2  

48 Domestics, gardeners and other household help 1                  2  

49 Swimming pool maintenance 1                  2  

50 Pets 1                  2  

51 Toys 1                  2  

52 Gifts 1                  2  

53 Income tax payments 1                  2  
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Section F: Durable goods 
INTERVIEWER READ OUT: Now we would like to ask you questions about household items which the household may or may not own. 

Type of Good 
 
 

F1
Does the household own at least one [ .. ] ? 

      
Yes                                            No 

01 - Radio  1                                                 2 
02 - Hi-Fi stereo , CD player, MP3 player 1                                                 2 
03 - Television 1                                                 2 
04 - Satellite dish 1                                                 2 
05 - Video cassette recorder, DVD player 1                                                 2 
06 - Computer  1                                                 2 
07 - Camera  1                                                 2 
08 - Cell phone 1                                                 2 
09 - Electric stove  1                                                 2 
10 - Gas stove  1                                                 2 
11 - Paraffin stove 1                                                 2 
12 - Microwave 1                                                 2 
13 - Fridge/ freezer 1                                                 2 
14 - Washing machine 1                                                 2 
15 - Sewing/knitting machine 1                                                 2 
16 - Lounge suite 1                                                 2 
17- Private motor vehicle in running condition 1                                                 2 
18 - Commercial motor vehicle in running condition 1                                                 2 
19 - Motorcycle/scooter 1                                                 2 
20 - Bicycle 1                                                 2 
21 - Non-motorised boat 1                                                 2 
22 - Motor boat 1                                                 2 
23 - Donkey cart or ox cart 1                                                 2 
24 - Plough 1                                                 2 
25 - Tractor 1                                                 2 
26 - Wheelbarrow 1                                                 2 
27 - Grinding mill 1                                                 2 
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Section G1: Negative events 
INTERVIEWER READ OUT: Households sometimes experience good and bad events. First we would like to ask you about any bad events your household may have 
experienced IN THE LAST 24 MONTHS.  
 

 
Event 

G1.1 
Did a [ .. ] occur in 

this household in the 
last 24 months? 

G1.2
What month and year 
did the [ .. ] happen? 

G1.3  
What was the decrease 
in income each month? 

G1.4 
What was the total 

cost associated with 
the [ .. ]? 

Interviewer: If No to G1.1, go to next. Yes           No Month Year Rands Rands 
01 - Death of non-resident family member that you depended on for financial assistance 1              2     

02 - Death of a friend that you depended on for financial assistance 1              2     

03 - Death of another friend or relative 1              2     

04 - Serious illness or injury of a household member 1              2     

05 - Widespread death and/or disease of livestock 1              2     

06 - Major crop failure 1              2     

07 - Reduction in hours of work of a person that you depended on for financial assistance 1              2     

08 - Job loss of person that you depended on for financial assistance 1              2     

09 - Cut-off or decrease of remittances to household 1              2     

10 - Cut-off or decrease in government grants 1              2     

11 - Theft, fire, or destruction of household property 1              2     

12 - Any other negative event?  Please specify:  1              2     

 
Section G2: Positive events 

INTERVIEWER READ OUT: Now we would like to ask you about any good events your household may have experienced IN THE LAST 24 MONTHS. 
 

 
Event 

G2.1
Did a [ .. ] occur in this 
household in the last 

24 months? 

G2.2
What month and year 
did the [ .. ] happen? 

G2.3
What was the increase 
in income each month? 

G2.4 
What was the amount 

received? 

Interviewer: If No to G2.1, go to next. Yes           No Month Year Rands Rands 

1 - New regular job for household member 1              2     

2 - New or increased remittances 1              2     

3 - New government grants for example, a new old age pension   1              2     

4 - Inheritance, large gift, lottery winnings 1              2     

5 - Big payment from a firm including retirement gratuity 1              2     

6 - Scholarships for children or adults in the household 1              2     

7 - Any other positive event?  Please specify:  1              2     

8 - Any other positive event?  Please specify:  1              2     
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Section H: Agriculture 
 
INTERVIEWER READ OUT: We would like to ask some questions about agricultural production by your household in the last 12 months. The questions are about 
anything that has been planted or any animals that have been kept or used or taken care of on your households’ fields and gardens or on land your household has 
access to. 
 

H1 Over the last 12 months has anyone in this household participated in growing food or raising 
livestock other than as part of paid employment? 

Yes 1 

No                                                 →   SKIP TO SECTION J 2 

 
 

H2 
 
 
 

Are these agricultural activities all part of a commercial farming enterprise which is run as a 
separate business with its own accounts? 

Yes                                                →   SKIP TO SECTION J 1 

No 2 

 
 

H3 Has anyone in the household grown crops or taken care of animals on any of the following types of land in the last 12 
months? Yes No 

H3.1 A commercial farm which is owned by a member of this household 1 2 

H3.2 Land to which a member of this household has access because of his/her status as employee on a commercial farm 1 2 

H3.3 A land reform project on state land 1 2 

H3.4 An equity share scheme on a commercial farm 1 2 

H3.5 On a portion of  land that falls in a communal area  1 2 

H3.6 Land in / near an informal or urban settlement in which the household lives 1 2 
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INTERVIEWER READ OUT: Now we would like to ask you some questions about everything this household grew in the last 12 months even if you did not sell any of it. 
This includes things you grew in your garden. 
 

H4.1 

 
Over the last 12 months, did any member of this household grow any crops?   

Yes 1 

No                                                 →   SKIP TO H5.1 2 

 
    
 INTERVIEWER READ OUT: What crops have these resident household members been growing or cultivating in the last 12 months? 

 
Crop type 

H4.2 
Did anyone in this 
household grow     

[ .. ] in the last 12 
months? 

 

 
Yes = 1 

No = 2  SKIP 
TO NEXTCROP 

 

H4.3
In what units does 

the household 
usually measure 

this harvest? 
 
 
 
 

Interviewer:      
See code sheet 
for Unit codes  

H4.4
How many [UNITS] 

of this crop have 
been harvested 
over the last 12 

months? 

 
Interviewer: 

If none harvested, 
write ‘0’ and SKIP 
TO NEXT CROP  

H4.5 
Of the amount 
harvested, how 

many [UNITS] of 
[CROP] did the 

household sell in 
the last 12 
months? 

 
 

H4.6
What is the total 
amount you got 
from selling your 
harvest in the last 

12 months? 
 
 
 
 

Interviewer: 
If none sold, write 

‘0’ 

H4.7
Of the amount 
harvested, how 

many [UNITS] of 
[CROP] did the 
household give 

away in the last 12 
months? 

H4.8 
Of the amount 

harvested, how many 
[UNITS] of [CROP] 
did the household 

retain for own 
consumption in the 

last 12 months? 
 

Yes                No Unit code Number of Units Number of units Rands Number of Units Number of Units 

01 Mealies 1                   2       

02 Sorghum 1                    2       

03 Wheat 1                    2       

04 Millet 1                    2       

05 Pasture crops such as 
lucerne 1                    2       

06 Cotton 1                    2       

07 Sugar cane 1                    2       

08 Tea 1                    2       

09 Timber 1                    2       

10 
Other grains or  field        
crops such as canola or 
hops 

1                    2 
      

11 
 

Deciduous fruit such as 
apples, pears,        
apricots, peaches,    
plums or grapes 

1                    2 
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Interviewer: This is a continuation from the previous page. 

Crop type 

H4.2 
Did anyone in this 
household grow 

this crop in the last 
12 months? 

 

 
Yes = 1 

No = 2  SKIP 
TO NEXTCROP 

 

H4.3
In what units does 

the household 
usually measure 

this harvest? 
 
 
 
 

Interviewer:       
See code sheet 
for Unit codes  

H4.4
How many [UNITS] 

of this crop have 
been harvested 
over the last 12 

months? 

 
Interviewer:        

If none harvested, 
write 0 and SKIP 
TO NEXT CROP 

H4.5 
Of the amount 
harvested, how 

many [UNITS] of 
[CROP] did the 

household sell in 
the last 12 
months? 

 
 

H4.6
What is the total 
amount you got 
from selling your 
harvest in the last 

12 months? 
 
 
 

Interviewer: 
If none sold, write 

0 

H4.7
Of the amount 
harvested, how 

many [UNITS] of 
[CROP] did the 
household give 

away in the last 12 
months? 

H4.8 
Of the amount 

harvested, how many 
[UNITS] of [CROP] 
did the household 

retain for own 
consumption in the 

last 12 months? 
 

Yes                   No Unit code Number of Units Number of units Rands Number of Units Number of Units 

12 
Citrus fruit such as 
oranges, naartjies or  
grapefruit 

1                   2 
      

13 

Subtropical fruit such as 
bananas,  mangos, 
pineapples, avocados or 
lichis 

1                    2 

      

14 Other fruit such as nuts,  
olives, etc 1                    2       

15 Tomato 1                    2       

16 Spinach 1                    2       

17 ‘Wild Spinach’,        
Morogo or Imifino 1                    2       

18 Cabbages 1                    2       

19 Potatoes  or sweet      
potato 1                    2       

20 Pumpkin or butternut or 
squash 1                    2       

21 Carrots 1                    2       

22 Madumbe or other        
tubers 1                    2       

23 Onions 1                   2       

24 Green beans 1                    2       

25 Legumes or dry beans 1                    2       

26 Lettuce and greens 1                    2       

27 

Other vegetables        
(specify in column) 
 
 

1                    2 
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INTERVIEWER READ OUT: Now we would like to ask you some questions about all livestock owned by the household in the last 12 months. 
 
 

H5.1 

 
 

Has anyone in the household owned any livestock or poultry in the last 12 months? 
Yes 1 

No                                                     →   SKIP TO H7.1 2 

 
 

Type of Animal 

H5.2 
Has a household 
member owned     

[ .. ] during the last 
12 months? 

 
Yes = 1 

No = 2  SKIP 
TO NEXT 

H5.3 
How many [ .. ] 

are in the 
household’s 

possession at the 
moment? 

 

H5.4 
In the past 12 

months how many  
[ .. ] did the 

household sell? 
 
 
 

Interviewer:  
If none, write 0 

H5.5 
What is the total 
amount you got 

from selling [ .. ]? 
 
 
 
 

Interviewer:  
If none, write 0 

H5.6 
In the past 12 

months how many  
[ .. ] did the 

household give 
away? 

 
 

Interviewer:  
If none, write 0 

H5.7 
In the past 12 

months how many  
[ .. ] did the 

household lose due 
to theft, illness or 

other loss? 
 
 

Interviewer:  
If none, write 0 

H5.8 
In the past 12 

months, how many     
[ .. ] did the 

household slaughter 
or use for own 
consumption? 

 
Interviewer:  

If none, write 0 

Yes                 No Number Number Rands Number Number Number 

01 Cattle 1                   2       

02 Sheep 1                    2       

03 Goats 1                    2       

04 Pigs 1                    2       

05 Horses  1                    2       

06 Donkeys and Mules 1                    2       

07 Chickens 1                    2       

08 Ducks and Geese 1                    2       

09 Ostriches 1                    2       

10 
Other, specify: 
 
 

1                    2 
      

11 
Other, specify: 
 
 

1                    2 
      

12 
Other specify: 
 
 

1                   2 
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H6.1 

 
INTERVIEWER CHECK!  Did this household own chickens in the last 12 months? 

Yes 1 

No                                       →   SKIP TO H6.2 2 

 
 

Type of 
product 

 
 

 
How many [UNITS] of eggs did you produce 

per month? 

 
Interviewer:  

If none, write 0 and  
SKIP TO H6.2 

H6.1.3
Of the amount produced, 

how many [UNITS] of eggs 
did you sell in a typical 

month? 
 

H6.1.4 
What is the total amount you 
got from selling your eggs in 

a typical month? 
 
 
 

Interviewer:  
If none, write 0 

H6.1.5
Of the amount produced, 

how many [UNITS] of eggs 
did you typically give away 

in a month? 
 
 

Interviewer:  
If none, write 0 

H6.1.6 
Of the amount produced, 

how many [UNITS] of eggs 
did you keep for your own 
consumption in a typical 

month? 
 

Interviewer:  
If none, write 0 

 H6.1.1
 

Unit Code 
 

Interviewer:  
Circle one option only  

H6.1.2
 

Number of Units 
per month 

Number of Units per 
month Rands Number of Units per 

month 
Number of Units per 

month 

1 - Eggs 1 – 
Dozen 

2 – 
Single Unit  

     

 
H6.2 

 

 

INTERVIEWER CHECK!  Did this household own cattle or goats in the last 12 months? 
Yes 1 

No                                       →   SKIP TO H6.3 2 

 
 

Type of product 
   

H6.2.1 
How many months of the 

year did you get [ .. ]? 
 

 
 

Interviewer:  
If none, write 0 and  

SKIP TO NEXT 

 
In the months when you did 

produce [ .. ] how much did you 
produce per month? 

 
 
 
 

Interviewer:  
See code sheet for Unit codes 

 

H6.2.4 
Of the amount of     

[ .. ] produced, how 
much did you 

typically sell in a 
month? 

 
 

Interviewer:  
If none, write 0 

H6.2.5
What is the total 
amount you got 

from selling [ .. ] in a 
typical month? 

 
 
 

Interviewer:  
If none, write 0 

H6.2.6
Of the amount 

produced, how much   
[ .. ] did you give away 

in a typical month? 
 
 
 

Interviewer:  
If none, write 0 

H6.2.7 
Of the amount 
produced, how 

much [ .. ] did you 
keep for your own 
consumption in a 
typical month? 

 
Interviewer:  

If none, write 0 

 
Number of months 

H6.2.2
 

Unit Code 

H6.2.3
 

Number of Units 
per month 

Number of Units 
per month Rands Number of Units per 

month 
Number of Units 

per month 

1 - Milk  Litres      

2 - Butter        

3 - Other dairy        
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H6.3 

 

 

INTERVIEWER CHECK!  Did this household own sheep or goats in the last 12 months? 
Yes 1 

No                                        →   SKIP TO H7.1 2 

 
 

 
Type of product 

 
   

H6.3.1 
How many months of the 

year did you get [ .. ]? 
 

 
 

Interviewer:  
If none, write 0 and  

SKIP TO NEXT 

 
In the months when you did 

produce [ .. ] how much did you 
produce per month? 

 
 
 
 

Interviewer:  
See code sheet for Unit codes 

 

H6.3.4 
Of the amount of     

[ .. ] produced, how 
much did you 

typically sell in a 
month? 

 
 

Interviewer:  
If none, write 0 

H6.3.5
What is the total 
amount you got 

from selling [ .. ] in a 
typical month? 

 
 
 

Interviewer:  
If none, write 0 

H6.3.6
Of the amount 

produced, how much   
[ .. ] did you give away 

in a typical month? 
 
 
 

Interviewer:  
If none, write 0 

H6.3.7 
Of the amount 
produced, how 

much [ .. ] did you 
keep for your own 
consumption in a 
typical month? 

 
Interviewer:  

If none, write 0 

 
Number of months 

H6.3.2
 

Unit Code 

H6.3.3
 

Number of Units 
per month 

Number of Units 
per month Rands Number of Units per 

month 
Number of Units 

per month 

1 - Wool        

2 - Mohair        
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INTERVIEWER READ OUT: In the next question we want to know about the things you had to do to produce the crops or products we have been talking about.  
 
Interviewer:  

 Read out each item.  
 For each of the items marked with a yes, ask H7.2.   
 For H7.2 write ‘-8’ for Refuse or ‘-9’ for Don’t know. 

 H7.1
In the last 12 months did your 

household [ .. ]? 

 
Yes = 1 

              No = 2  SKIP TO NEXT 

H7.2
What was the amount spent on   

[ .. ] in the last 12 months? 
 

Type of input        Yes                              No 

01 - Buy or acquire hired labour 1                                  2  

02 - Buy or acquire fertilizer 1                                  2  

03 - Buy or acquire manure, such as animal dung 1                                  2  

04 - Buy or acquire  other agro-chemicals, such as sprays, herbicides, insecticides and blue death 1                                  2  

05 - Buy or acquire ploughing services for example tractors, ploughs, planters or animals 1                                  2  

06 - Buy or acquire seeds and seedlings 1                                  2  

07 - Buy or acquire dipping services 1                                  2  

08 - Buy or acquire other veterinary services and products, such as medicines and veterinary care 1                                  2  

09 - Buy or acquire animal feed for example chicken feed 1                                  2  

10 - Make investments in your agricultural activities such as such as orchard development, building or machinery 1                                  2  

11 - Repair and maintain  machinery, fences, buildings and hand tools 1                                  2  

 
 
 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE: THERE IS NO SECTION I 
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Section J: Interviewer evaluation  
To be completed by interviewer only 
J1 Languages used during interview 

 
Interviewer: Multiple mention allowed 

IsiNdebele 01 
IsiXhosa 02 
IsiZulu 03 
Sepedi 04 
Sesotho 05 
Setswana 06 
Siswati 07 
Tshivenda 08 
Isitsonga 09 
Afrikaans 10 
English 11 
Other (__________________) 12 

J2 In general, how did the respondent act towards you 
during the interview? 

Hostile  01 
Neither hostile nor friendly 02 
Friendly 03 

J3 How attentive was the respondent to the questions 
during the interview? 

Not at all attentive 01 
Somewhat attentive 02 
Very attentive 03 

J4 Were other persons within hearing range at any time 
during the interview? 

No other person within hearing range at any time 01 
1+ persons within hearing range for part of the interview 02 
1+ persons within hearing range for all  of the interview 03 

J5 Did more than one person help to complete this 
questionnaire? 

Yes  01 
No 02 

J6 If so, which household members helped to complete 
the questionnaire? 
Fill in the Pcodes of those who assisted 

Pcode  
Pcode  
Pcode  

J7 Are any of the following evident at this address? 
 
Interviewer: Multiple responses allowed 

Locked gate (no intercom access) 01 
Locked door/gate (with intercom access) 02 
Security guard/doorman/on-site manager - gatekeeper 03 
Security door 04 
No trespassing sign 05 
Beware of dog sign 06 
Evidence of a dangerous dog (i.e. witnessing it) 07 
No junk mail/no hawker sign 08 
Neighbourhood watch sign 09 
Bars on windows 10 
None of the above 11 

J8 Any additional comments about specific questions or data quality?.......................................................................................... 
................................................................................................................................................................................................... 
....................................................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................................................
.................................................................................................................................................................................................... 

J9 End time of interview ____:____ 



 

QUALITY CONTROL RECORD SHEET 
 

PROBLEM CORRECTION CORRECTION 
CHECKED  

Q 
number  

Date Initial Description of problem Date Initial Action taken 
(See code box) 

Date Initial 

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

 
Quality control actions taken

NN None 
RV Revisit 
CB Call back 
OQ Corrected from other questionnaire 
OT Other (specify) 

 


