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A.  EDUCATION AND OTHER CHARACTERISTICS 
 
 
A.1.  How old are you?  
 
 
A.2.  How were you classified under the old apartheid racial classifications? 

African 1 
Coloured 2 
Indian 3 
White 4 
Other (specify)                                                        996 

 
 

We now want to ask you some questions about education.  We are going to start 
off by asking questions about your primary and secondary schooling, i.e. up to 
matric.   

 
 
A.3.  Have you ever attended school?                   Yes                               No 
 
 
A.4.  Are you in school now, or attending school 
         classes of any kind (including night school)?       Yes                      No  
 
 
A.5.  If yes, what grade/standard (or level of education) are you in? 

Class 1 / Grade 1/Sub-A 1 Class 2 / Grade 2/Sub-B 2 
Std 1 / Grade 3 3 Std 2 / Grade 4 4 
Std 3 / Grade 5 5 Std 4 / Grade 6 6 
Std 5 / Grade 7 7 Std 6 / Grade 8 / Form 1 8 
Std 7 / Grade 9 / Form 2 9 Std 8 / Grade 10 / Form 3 / Junior Certificate 10 
Std 9 / Grade 11 / Form 4 11 Std 10 / Matric/ Form 5 / Senior Certificate 12 
I never went to school 0 I don’t know /cannot remember 999 

   [Now go to A.10] 
 
 
NB: Questions A.6 – A.9 are for those who are no longer in school 
 
A.6.  What was the highest grade/standard that you were enrolled in (even if you did not  
         complete or pass it)?  

Class 1 / Grade 1/Sub-A 1 Class 2 / Grade 2/Sub-B 2 
Std 1 / Grade 3 3 Std 2 / Grade 4 4 
Std 3 / Grade 5 5 Std 4 / Grade 6 6 
Std 5 / Grade 7 7 Std 6 / Grade 8 / Form 1 8 
Std 7 / Grade 9 / Form 2 9 Std 8 / Grade 10 / Form 3 / Junior Certificate 10 
Std 9 / Grade 11 / Form 4 11 Std 10 / Matric/ Form 5 / Senior Certificate / 

Grade 12 
12 

I never went to school 0 I don’t know /cannot remember 999 

1 2 
Skip the rest of 
this module 

1 2 Skip to  A.6 

                 (years) 
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A.7. What was the highest grade/standard that you passed? 
Class 1 / Grade 1/Sub-A 1 Class 2 / Grade 2/Sub-B 2 
Std 1 / Grade 3 3 Std 2 / Grade 4 4 
Std 3 / Grade 5 5 Std 4 / Grade 6 6 
Std 5 / Grade 7 7 Std 6 / Grade 8 / Form 1 8 
Std 7 / Grade 9 / Form 2 9 Std 8 / Grade 10 / Form 3 / 

Junior Certificate 
10 

Std 9 / Grade 11 / Form 4 11 Std 10 / Matric/ Form 5 / Senior 
Certificate / Grade 12 

12 

I never went to school 0 I don’t know /cannot remember 999 
 
 
A.8.  What was the most important reason why you stopped attending school? 
   [Prompt with options if necessary] 

I was pregnant 1 I passed matric 8 
I got as far as I wanted to get 2 The teachers were no good 9 
I wasn’t passing, so it seemed pointless 
continuing 

3 There was too much violence 
at the school 

10 

I was offered a job 4 I was bored with school 11 
I wanted to look for a job 5 I was expelled 12 
An extra year of schooling isn’t worth it 6  My family could not afford to 

send me to school any more 
13 

I was needed at home 7 There was no school in the 
area 

14 

I don’t know 999 I needed to work at home 15 
Other (explain)                                                                                                               996 

  
 
A.9. How old were you at the start of your final year at school? 
 
 
 
 
A.10.  How old were you when you first attended Sub-A?    
 
 
 
A.11.  Did you repeat Sub-A                         Yes                        No   
           (take it more than once)? 
 
 
 
A.12.  Sometimes after people start school there are one or more years when they do not enrol in  
       school.  Were there any years you did not enrol in school?  If yes, how many? 

Yes, one year 1 Yes, more than four years 5 
Yes, two years 2 No 0 
Yes, three years 3 I cannot remember 999 
Yes, four years 4   

 

        (age) 

1 2 

        (age) 

NB:  If the respondent went to a 
school which had a ‘small sub-
A’ and a ‘big sub-A’ then 
regard ‘big sub-A’ as the first 
year of school.   So, in A.10 you 
will record their age in ‘big 
sub-A’.  In  A.11, you only say 
Yes for those who repeated ‘big 
sub-A’.    
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A.13.  Sometimes people enrol in school, but have to withdraw before the end of the school year.   
       Where there any years you withdrew from school before the end of the year?  If yes, how  
        many? 

Yes, one year 1 Yes, more than four years 5 
Yes, two years 2 No 0 
Yes, three years 3 I cannot remember 999 
Yes, four years 4   

 
 
A.14.  Sometimes people complete the school year, but do not pass.  Were there any years that  
        you failed? 

Yes, one year 1 Yes, more than four years 5 
Yes, two years 2 No 0 
Yes, three years 3 I cannot remember 999 
Yes, four years 4   

 
 
A.15.  Did most of your schooling                     urban                rural*               same in each  
           take place in urban or rural areas?                                      

*A rural area is a commercial farm (under the authority of a farmer) or a rural area 
inside a Bantustan under the authority of a chief or a rural area outside South Africa 
 
 
A.16. Overall, during your schooling, what type of student were/are you? 

Towards the bottom of the class 1 Above average 4 
Below average 2 Towards the top of the class 5 
Average 3 I don’t remember 999 

 
 
A.17.  Think about the last year you attended school (currently enrolled students should think 
about their experience this year).  How would you characterise the quality of teaching?   

Excellent 1 Poor 4 
Good 2 Extremely poor 5 
OK (average) 3 I don’t know 999 

 
 
A.18  When you were in school, did you ever have a job or do any work for money?  (NB: This 
is also for people currently in school) 

Yes 1 
No 2 
I can’t remember/don’t know 999 

 
 
A.19. While you were in school, were you ever offered a job that would have meant that you had 
to leave school?  (NB: This is also for people currently in school)   Yes                            No     
 
 
A.20.  If yes, did you take the job?           Yes                                           No 
 

1 2 3 

1 2 

1 2 Skip to A.21 Skip to 
A.22 
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A.21.  If no, why not?  
I turned down the job because the wage was not good enough 1 
I turned down the job because I wanted to carry on with my education 2 
I turned down the job because my parents forced me to carry on with my education 3 
I turned down the job for other reasons (specify)                                                             996                  
I don’t remember 999 

 
 

Now we are going to ask questions about education after school.  Those who are 
still in school should skip to question A.32 

 
 
A.22.  Since leaving school, have you done any additional studying or formal training?  [Pick 
the highest level of qualification if the respondent has done more than one kind of 
additional training/studying] 

Not applicable, I am still in school 1 
No 2 
Yes, training course for the unemployed 3 
Yes, training courses at work 4 
Yes, trade certificates 5 
technikon/ technical training 6 
Yes, university 7 
Other (explain)                                                                                                      996 

 
    
A.23.  How old were you when you began these studies? 
 
 
A.24.  Have you completed these studies?    Yes                         No 
 
        
       A.25.   How old were you when you stopped them? 
 
       A.26.  Did you receive a degree or certificate?  If yes, what? 

No  0 Yes, a nursing diploma 5 
No (because I am still studying) 1 Yes, a teaching diploma 6 
Yes, a university degree 2 Yes, other diploma 7 
Yes, a trade certificate 3 Yes, a certificate 8 
Yes, other technical qualification 4 Yes, other certificate 9 
Other (explain)                                                                                                     996 

 
 
A.27.  Have you ever been on a training programme for unemployed people?    Yes                No   
 
 
A.28.  If yes, what training did you receive?  ……………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
A.29.  How long did the training course last?                                  and  

                   (age) 

                   (age) 

1 2 

Skip to A.27 

Skip to A.27 

1 2 

          (weeks)            (months) 

Skip 
to 
A.32 
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A.30.  Was it a full-time or a part-time course?    Full-time                            Part-time   
 
 
A.31.  Did you ever get a job using the skills that you learned on that course?    Yes             No  
 
 
A.32.  How well do you speak English?                                                                             

Not at all 1 
Poorly 2 
OK 3 
Very well 4 
Excellently 5 
Don’t know 999 

 
A.34.  How well do you speak Afrikaans?                                                                             

Not at all 1 
Poorly 2 
OK 3 
Very well 4 
Excellently 5 
Don’t know 999 

 
A.36.  How well do you speak Xhosa?                                                                                                 

Not at all 1 
Poorly 2 
OK 3 
Very well 4 
Excellently 5 
Don’t know 999 

 
 
A.38.  Is your main language something 
other than English, Afrikaans or Xhosa?                               Yes                        No    
 
 
A.39.  What is your religion? 

Catholic  1 Congregational 10 
Dutch Reformed 2 Apostolic 11 
Methodist (including 
AME) 

3 Anglican (including Church of 
England, SA) 

12 

Pentecostal/charismatic 
(specify) 

4 African Independent Churches 
(specify) 

13 

Jewish 5 Lutheran 14 
Zionist Christian Church 6 Presbyterian 15 
Baptist 7 Ethiopian 16 
Muslim 8 Hindu 17 
No religion 9 African traditional (non-

Christian) spiritual beliefs  
18 

Other (specify)                                                                                   996 

A.33. How well do you read and write English? 
Not at all 1 
Poorly 2 
OK 3 
Very well 4 
Excellently 5 
Don’t know 999 

 
 A.35. How well do you read and write Afrikaans? 

Not at all 1 
Poorly 2 
OK 3 
Very well 4 
Excellently 5 
Don’t know 999 

 

A.37. How well do you read and write Xhosa? 
Not at all 1 
Poorly 2 
OK 3 
Very well 4 
Excellently 5 
Don’t know 999 

 
 

1 2 

1 2 

1 2 
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A.40. How important are religious activities in your life? 
Irrelevant 1 
Unimportant 2 
Important 3 
Very important 4 

 
 
A.41.  Please indicate if you belong to any of the following: 
 

A.41.1.  A sports team                                                                   Yes                      No 
 
A.41.2.  A sports club (gym, martial arts etc)                              Yes                      No 
 
A.41.3.   A church organisation                                                   Yes                      No 

            A.41.4.  Specify …………………………………………… 
 
A.41.5.   A community organisation or social club                      Yes                      No 

            A.41.6.  Specify …………………………………………… 
 
 
A.42.  What is your most serious health problem/disability? 

Heart problems 1 HIV 8 
Blood pressure 2 AIDS 9 
Diabetes 3 Sexually transmitted diseases 10 
Cancer 4 Problems with sight or hearing 11 
TB (tuberculosis) 5 Physically handicapped 12 
Eczema 6 Mental health problems 13 
Respiratory problems (asthma, 
emphysema, bronchitis) 

7 I have no serious health 
problems/disabilities 

14 

Other (specify)                                                                                                                       996 
  
  
A.43.  How often do physical disabilities or health problems interfere with your ability to work 
at a job, look for a job, study or work around the house? 

Never 1 Fairly often 4 
Almost never 2 Most of the time 5 
Occasionally  3 Always (permanent disability) 6 
  
 

A.44.  How often, if at all, does hunger interfere with your ability to work at a job, look for a job, 
study or work around the house?  

Never 1 Fairly often 4 
Almost never 2 Most of the time 5 
Occasionally  3 Always (permanent disability) 6 

 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 2 
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B.  MIGRATION 
 
B.1.  What is the name of the place where you were born? 

Name of the place:  
Name of the nearest township/suburb: 

 
B.2.  What kind of a place was this? Was it a [Read Out] 

An urban area (under the authority of a municipality) 1 Skip to B.6 
A commercial farm (under the authority of a farmer)  2 
Rural area inside a Bantustan (under the authority of a chief) 3 

 
      IF RESPONDENT WAS BORN IN A RURAL AREA: 
     B.3.  In what year did you first move to a township or suburb? 
 
     B.4.  What is the name of the first township or suburb you moved to stay in? 

 
 
     B.5.  When you first moved to live in a township or a suburb, did you or your household: 
              (Read out) 

Rent your own formal house 1 
Share a formal house with another family 2 
Rent a brick room in the backyard of a house 3 
Rent a shack in the backyard of a house 4 
Live in a shack in a shack settlement 5 
Live in a shack in a site and service settlement 6 
Live in a domestic servant’s room 7 
Stay in a hostel 8 
Stay in a room at a workplace 9 
Stay in a hut on a construction site 10 
Buy your own formal house 11 
Other (specify)                                                                                                         996  

 
B.6.  In what year did you first move to stay in Cape Town? 

(year) 
Not Applicable: Born in Cape Town 0 

 
B.7. What is the name of the last place that you stayed in before you moved to this dwelling? 

  
Not Applicable: Born in this dwelling 0 

 

(year)
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B.8.  What is the last type  of place that you lived in before you moved to stay in this dwelling?  
    (Read Out) 

I lived with my parents (or other relatives) in a formal house in an urban area 1 
I rented my own house in an urban area 2 
I shared a house with another family in an urban area 3 
I lived in a formal backyard room in an urban area 4 
I lived in a backyard shack in an urban area 5 
I lived in a shack in a shack settlement 6 
I lived in a domestic servants room 7 
I stayed in a hostel 8 
I stayed in a room at the workplace where a family member worked 9 
I stayed in a hut on a construction site where a family member worked 10 
I lived on a white-owned farm 11 
I lived in a rural area in the former homelands 12 
Not Applicable: Born in this dwelling 0 
Other (specify)                                                                                                                   996 

 
B.9.  Did you leave your previous dwelling or accommodation because: 
      (Do Not Prompt) 

I married recently and did not want to continue living in my parents’ home 1 
I married recently and wanted my own place 2 
I was tired of sharing a house with another family 3 
I was tired of the problems of renting a shack in someone’s backyard 4 
I was evicted by the owner 5 
I could no longer afford to pay the rent 6 
My family was not allowed to live with me there 7 
I was retrenched or fired from my job 8 
My wages were too low (and I could no longer afford to live there) 9 
I went on pension (and could no longer afford to live there) 10 
I moved because of violence/crime 11 
I left my job/was fired and moved here to find work 12 
I wanted to move closer to my place of education 13 
I was forcibly removed by the apartheid government 14 
Not Applicable: Born in this dwelling 0 
Other (specify)                                                                                                                   996 

 
B.10. In what year did you move to live in this dwelling? 

  
Not Applicable: Born in this dwelling 0 
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C. INTERGENERATIONAL MOBILITY 
 

[Please think about the household where you spent most of your childhood.  If you 
spent your childhood in many different households, then please think about the 
household where you lived when you were fourteen years old] 

 
 
C.1.  Where was this household? 

Name of the place:  
Name of the nearest town or magisterial district: 

 
 
C.2.  What kind of an area was this? 

City/town outside of the Bantustans 1 
City/town inside a Bantustan 2 
City/town outside South Africa 3 
A commercial farm (under the authority of a farmer)  4 
Rural area inside a Bantustan (under the authority of a chief) 5 
Rural area outside South Africa 6 
I don’t know 999 
Other (specify)                                                                                                          996 

 
 
C.3.  How did this household compare to other households in the area in terms of its standard of  
         living? 

It was much worse off than most other households in the area 1 
It was a little worse off than most other households in the area 2 
It was about the same as most other households in the area 3 
It was a  little better off than most other households in the area 4 
It was much better off than most other households in the area 5 
I don’t know 999 

 
 
C.4.  What was your relationship to the head of the household at that time? 

The head of household was my father 1 
The head of household was my mother 2 
The head of household was my grandfather 3 
The head of household was my grandmother 4 
The head of household was my uncle 5 
The head of household was my aunt 6 
The head of household was my stepfather 7 
The head of household was my brother 8 
The head of household was my sister 9 
Other (describe)                                                                                               996 
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[We are  now going to ask some questions about the Head of Household] 
 
 
C.5.  For most of your childhood, what did the head of the household do?  For example, was s/he  
        for most of the time employed, unemployed or retired? 

Employed as a regular wage worker 1 
Employed as a casual worker 2 
Self employed 3 
Unemployed and looking for a job 4 
Unemployed, wanting a job but not looking for a job 5 
Not working and not looking for a job 6 
Retired 7 
I don’t know 999 

 
 
       C.6.1.  If the head of household was in regular wage-employment (i.e. employed and paid a    
              wage), what kind of work did he/she usually do?   Please describe in a full sentence.                  
              ……………………………………………………………………………………… 
              ……………………………………………………………………………………… 
      C.6.2.  If the head of household was a casual worker, what kind of work did he/she usually  
           do?   Please describe in a full sentence.  ………………………………………………                
              ……………………………………………………………………………………… 
[Now go to C.9] 
 
 
      C.7.  If the head of household was unemployed or retired, but had been employed previously   
               in wage-employment, what kind of work did he/she do?   Please describe in a full  
               sentence.  …………………………………………………………………………….   
               ……………………………………………………………………………………… 
   [Now go to C.9] 
 
 
          C.8.  If the Head of Household was self-employed, what kind of self-employment was it? 

Trader 1 Self-employed artisan 3 
Farmer 2 I don’t know 999 
Other (Specify)                                                                                               996 

 
 
C.9.  What level of education had the Head of Household passed? 

Class 1 / Grade 1/Sub-A 1 Class 2 / Grade 2/Sub-B 2 
Std 1 / Grade 3 3 Std 2 / Grade 4 4 
Std 3 / Grade 5 5 Std 4 / Grade 6 6 
Std 5 / Grade 7 7 Std 6 / Grade 8 / Form 1 8 
Std 7 / Grade 9 / Form 2 9 Std 8 / Grade 10 / Form 3 / Junior Certificate 10 
Std 9 / Grade 11 / Form 4 11 Std 10 / Matric/ Form 5 / Senior Certificate 12 
Std 7/8/9 + diploma 13 Matric + teacher training 14 
Matric + nursing 15 Matric + Technikon 16 
Some university 17 Completed university 18 
S/he never went to school 0 I don’t know /cannot remember 999 

Go to C.6.1 

Go to C8 

Go to C.7 

Go to C.6.2 
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C.10.  Where was the head of the household born? 
Name of the place:  
Name of the nearest town or magisterial district: 
I don’t know                                                                                                                     999 

 
 
C.11.  What kind of an area was this? 

City/town outside of the Bantustans 1 
City/town inside a Bantustan 2 
City/town outside South Africa 3 
A commercial farm (under the authority of a farmer)  4 
Rural area inside a bantustan (under the authority of a chief) 5 
Rural area outside South Africa 6 
I don’t know 999 
Other (specify)                                                                                                                  996   

 
 
 
C.12.  Did the head of the household ever live in a city or a town outside the bantustans? 

Yes 1 
No 2 
I don’t know 999 

 
 
 
C.13.  When he or she was living in town was he or she: 

A migrant worker living in a hostel 1 
Settled in town with a job 2 
A domestic worker living on the property 3 
Other (specify) 4 
I don’t know 999 

 
 
 
C.14.  Under apartheid, people classified as African had to carry passes.  Did the head of the 
household carry a ‘dompass’?  Do you know what his or her status was under the pass laws? 

He or she had a ‘long pass’, i.e. had Section 10(1) (A) (B) or (C) 
rights, i.e. the right to live in a town because of birth, 
employment, long residence, marriage or parentage 

1 

He or she had a ‘short pass’, i.e. had Section 10(1) (D) rights, 
i.e. the right to live in the town tied to current migrant 
employment contract 

2 

Not applicable because not classified as African under apartheid 3 
Illegal 4 
I don’t know 999 
Other (specify)                                                                                       996 

 
 
 

Skip to C.14 

Go to 
C.14 
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[We are  now going to ask some questions about the Wife or Husband of the Head of 
Household 
 
 
C.15.  Did the head of the household have a wife/husband living in the same household? 
                                 Yes                                     No                                                I don’t know  
 
 
 
C.16.  What was your relationship to the wife/husband of the head of the household at that time? 

The husband of the head of household was my father 1 
The wife of the head of household was my mother 2 
The husband of the head of household was my grandfather 3 
The wife of the head of household was my grandmother 4 
The husband of the head of household was my uncle 5 
The wife of the head of household was my aunt 6 
The wife of the head of the household was my sister 7 
The husband of the head of the household was my brother 8 
Other (describe)                                                                                             996 

 
 
C.17.   For most of your childhood, what did the wife/husband of the head of the household do?  
For example, was s/he for most of the time employed, unemployed or retired? 

Employed as a regular wage worker 1 
Employed as a casual worker 2 
Self employed 3 
Unemployed and looking for a job 4 
Unemployed, wanting a job but not looking for a job 5 
Not working and not looking for a job 6 
Retired 7 
I don’t know 999 

 
 
 C.18.1.  If the wife/husband of the head of household was in regular wage-employment (i.e.  
            employed and paid a wage),  what kind of work did he/she do?   Please describe in a full  
            sentence.  ……………………………………………………………………………. 
               ……………………………………………………………………………………… 
C.18.2.  If the wife/husband of the head of household was a casual worker, what kind of work  
             did he/she usually do?   Please describe in a full sentence.   ………………………… 
              ………………………………………………………………………………………. 
                 [Now go to C.21] 
 
 
C.19.  If the wife/husband of the head of household was unemployed or retired, but had been  
           employed previously  in wage-employment, what kind of work did he/she do?   Please  
           describe in a full sentence.  …………………………………………………………. 
               ……………………………………………………………………………………… 
   [Now go to C.21] 
 

Go to C.18.1 

1 2 Skip to 
C.27 

999 

Go to C20 

Go to C.19 

Go to C.18.2 
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C.20.  If the wife/husband of the head of household was self-employed, what kind of  
     self-employment was it? 

Trader 1 Self-employed artisan 3 
Farmer 2 I don’t know 999 
Other (Specify)                                                                    996 

 
 
C.21.  What level of education had the wife/husband of the head of household passed? 

Class 1 / Grade 1/Sub-A 1 Class 2 / Grade 2/Sub-B 2 
Std 1 / Grade 3 3 Std 2 / Grade 4 4 
Std 3 / Grade 5 5 Std 4 / Grade 6 6 
Std 5 / Grade 7 7 Std 6 / Grade 8 / Form 1 8 
Std 7 / Grade 9 / Form 2 9 Std 8 / Grade 10 / Form 3 / Junior Certificate 10 
Std 9 / Grade 11 / Form 4 11 Std 10 / Matric/ Form 5 / Senior Certificate 12 
Std 7/8/9 + diploma 13 Matric + teacher training 14 
Matric + nursing 15 Matric + Technikon 16 
Some university 17 Completed university 18 
S/he never went to school 0 I don’t know /cannot remember 999 

 
 
C.22.  Where was the wife/husband of the head of household born? 

Name of the place:  
Name of the nearest town or magisterial district: 
I don’t know                                                                                                                     999 

 
 C.23.  What kind of an area was this? 

City/town outside of the Bantustans 1 
City/town inside a Bantustan 2 
City/town outside South Africa 3 
A commercial farm (under the authority of a farmer)  4 
Rural area inside a bantustan (under the authority of a chief) 5 
Rural area outside South Africa 6 
I don’t know 999 
Other (specify)                                                                                                          996 

 
 
C.24.  Did the wife/husband of the head of household ever live in a city or a town outside the 
bantustans? 

Yes 1 
No 2 
I don’t know 999 

 
 
C.25.  When he/she was living in town was he/she: 

A migrant worker living in a hostel 1 
Settled in town with a job 2 
A domestic worker living on the property 3 
Other (specify) 996 
I don’t know 999 

Skip to C.26 

Go to 
C.26 
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C.26.  Under apartheid, people classified as African had to carry passes.  Did the wife/husband 
of the head of the household carry a ‘dompass’?  Do you know what his/her status was under the 
pass laws? 

He/she had a ‘long pass’, i.e. had Section 10(1) (A) (B) or (C) 
rights, i.e. the right to live in a town because of birth, 
employment, long residence, marriage or parentage 

1 

He/she had a ‘short pass’, i.e. had Section 10(1) (D) rights, i.e. 
the right to live in the town tied to current migrant employment 
contract 

2 

Not applicable because not classified as African under apartheid 3 
Illegal 4 
I don’t know 999 
Other (specify)                                                                                       996 

 
 
 
If you have not already told us about your father, please answer Questions 27-38 
[If C.4 = 1 or C.16 = 1, go to C.40] 
 
 
C.27.  Was your father a member of the household at the time? 
                                               Yes                                                  No 
 
 
 
 
C.28.  If your father was not living with you, was this because he was deceased (dead)? 
                                               Yes                                                  No 
 
 
 
C.29.  Where was he living at the time?  

Name of the place:  
Name of the nearest town or magisterial district: 
I don’t know                                                                                                                      999 

 
 
C.30.   For most of your childhood, what did your father do?  For example, was he for most of 
the time employed, unemployed or retired? 

Employed as a regular wage worker 1 
Employed as a casual worker 2 
Self employed 3 
Unemployed and looking for a job 4 
Unemployed, wanting a job but not looking for a job 5 
Not working and not looking for a job 6 
Retired 7 
I don’t know 999 

 
 

Skip to C.29 1 2 

Skip the rest 
of the module 

1 2 

Go to C.31.1 

Go to C33 

Go to C.32 

Go to C.31.2 
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C.31.1  If your father was in regular wage-employment (i.e. employed and paid a    
              wage),  what kind of work did he/she do?   Please describe in a full sentence.   
               ……………………………………………………………………………………… 
              ……………………………………………………………………………………… 
C.31.2  If your father was a casual worker,  what kind of work did he/she do?   Please describe in  
            a full sentence.    …………………………………………………………………….. 
               ……………………………………………………………………………………… 
   [Now go to C.34] 
 
 
C.32.  If your father was unemployed or retired, but had been employed previously   
               in wage-employment, what kind of work did he/she do?   Please describe in a full  
               sentence.  …………………………………………………………………………….   
               ……………………………………………………………………………………… 
   [Now go to C.34] 
 
 
C.33.  If your father was self-employed, what kind of self-employment was it? 

Trader 1 Self-employed artisan 3 
Farmer 2 I don’t know 999 
Other (Specify)                                                                         996 

 
 
C.34.  What level of education did your father pass? 

Class 1 / Grade 1/Sub-A 1 Class 2 / Grade 2/Sub-B 2 
Std 1 / Grade 3 3 Std 2 / Grade 4 4 
Std 3 / Grade 5 5 Std 4 / Grade 6 6 
Std 5 / Grade 7 7 Std 6 / Grade 8 / Form 1 8 
Std 7 / Grade 9 / Form 2 9 Std 8 / Grade 10 / Form 3 / Junior Certificate 10 
Std 9 / Grade 11 / Form 4 11 Std 10 / Matric/ Form 5 / Senior Certificate 12 
Std 7/8/9 + diploma 13 Matric + teacher training 14 
Matric + nursing 15 Matric + Technikon 16 
Some university 17 Completed university 18 
S/he never went to school 0 I don’t know /cannot remember 999 

 
 
C.35.  Where was your father born? 

Name of the place:  
Name of the nearest town or magisterial district: 

 
C.36.  What kind of an area was this? 

City/town outside of the Bantustans 1 
City/town inside a Bantustan 2 
City/town outside South Africa 3 
A commercial farm (under the authority of a farmer)  4 
Rural area inside a bantustan (under the authority of a chief) 5 
Rural area outside South Africa 6 
I don’t know 999 
Other (specify)                                                                                                                  996   

Go to 
C.39 
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C.37.  Did your father ever live in a city or a town outside the bantustans? 
Yes 1 
No 2 
I don’t know 999 

 
 
C.38.  When he was living in town was he: 

A migrant worker living in a hostel 1 
Settled in town with a job 2 
A domestic worker living on the property 3 
Other (specify) 4 
I don’t know 999 

 
 
C.39.  Under apartheid, people classified as African had to carry passes.  Did your father carry a 
‘dompass’?  Do you know what his status was under the pass laws? 

He had a ‘long pass’, i.e. had Section 10(1) (A) (B) or (C) 
rights, i.e. the right to live in a town because of birth, 
employment, long residence, marriage or parentage 

1 

He had a ‘short pass’, i.e. had Section 10(1) (D) rights, i.e. the 
right to live in the town tied to current migrant employment 
contract 

2 

Not applicable because not classified as African under apartheid 3 
Illegal 4 
I don’t know 999 
Other (specify)                                                                                       996 

 
 
 
 
If you have not already told us about your mother, please answer Questions 40-51 
[If C.4 = 2 or C.16 = 2, skip the rest of this module] 
 
 
C.40.  Was your mother  a member of the household at the time? 
                                               Yes                                                  No 
 
 
 
 
C.41.  If your mother was not living with you, was this because she was deceased (dead)? 
                                               Yes                                                  No 
 
 
 
C.42.  Where was she living at the time? 

Name of the place:  
Name of the nearest town or magisterial district: 

 

Skip to C.39 

Skip to C.42 1 2 

Skip the rest 
of the module 

1 2 
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C.43.   For most of your childhood, what did your mother do?  For example, was she for most of 
the time employed, unemployed or retired? 

Employed as a regular wage worker 1 
Employed as a casual worker 2 
Self employed 3 
Unemployed and looking for a job 4 
Unemployed, wanting a job but not looking for a job 5 
Not working and not looking for a job 6 
Retired 7 
I don’t know 999 

 
 
C.44.1  If your mother was in regular wage-employment (i.e. employed and paid a    
              wage),  what kind of work did he/she do?   Please describe in a full sentence.   
               ……………………………………………………………………………………… 
              ……………………………………………………………………………………… 
C.44.2  If your mother was a casual worker, what kind of work did he/she usually do?   Please  
             describe in a full sentence.  …………………………………………………………… 
              ……………………………………………………………………………………… 
[Now go to C.47] 
 
 
 
C.45.  If your mother was unemployed or retired, but had been employed previously   
               in wage-employment, what kind of work did he/she do?   Please describe in a full  
               sentence.  …………………………………………………………………………….   
               ……………………………………………………………………………………… 
 [Now go to C.47] 
 
 
C.46.  If your mother was self-employed, what kind of self-employment was it? 

Trader 1 Self-employed artisan 3 
Farmer 2 I don’t know 999 
Other (Specify)                                                                         996 

   
 
 
C.47.  What level of education did your mother pass? 

Class 1 / Grade 1/Sub-A 1 Class 2 / Grade 2/Sub-B 2 
Std 1 / Grade 3 3 Std 2 / Grade 4 4 
Std 3 / Grade 5 5 Std 4 / Grade 6 6 
Std 5 / Grade 7 7 Std 6 / Grade 8 / Form 1 8 
Std 7 / Grade 9 / Form 2 9 Std 8 / Grade 10 / Form 3 / Junior 

Certificate 
10 

Std 9 / Grade 11 / Form 4 11 Std 10 / Matric/ Form 5 / Senior Certificate 12 
Std 7/8/9 + diploma 13 Matric + teacher training 14 
Matric + nursing 15 Matric + Technikon 16 
Some university 17 Completed university 18 
S/he never went to school 0 I don’t know /cannot remember 999 

Go to C.44.1 

Go to C.46 

Go to C.45 

Go to C.44.2 
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C.48.  Where was your mother born? 
Name of the place:  
Name of the nearest town or magisterial district: 
I don’t know                                                                                                                      999 

 
 
C.49.  What kind of an area was this? 

City/town outside of the Bantustans 1 
City/town inside a Bantustan 2 
City/town outside South Africa 3 
A commercial farm (under the authority of a farmer)  4 
Rural area inside a bantustan (under the authority of a chief) 5 
Rural area outside South Africa 6 
I don’t know 999 
Other (specify)                                                                                                                  996   

 
 
C.50.  Did your mother ever live in a city or a town outside the bantustans? 

Yes 1 
No 2 
I don’t know 999 

 
 
C.51.  When she was living in town was she: 

A migrant worker living in a hostel 1 
Settled in town with a job 2 
A domestic worker living on the property 3 
Other (specify) 4 
I don’t know 999 

 
 
C.52.  Under apartheid, people classified as African had to carry passes.  Did your mother carry 
a ‘dompass’?  Do you know what her status was under the pass laws? 

She had a ‘long pass’, i.e. had Section 10(1) (A) (B) or (C) 
rights, i.e. the right to live in a town because of birth, 
employment, long residence, marriage or parentage 

1 

She had a ‘short pass’, i.e. had Section 10(1) (D) rights, i.e. the 
right to live in the town tied to current migrant employment 
contract 

2 

Not applicable because not classified as African under apartheid 3 
Illegal 4 
I don’t know 999 
Other (specify)                                                                                       996 

 

Skip to C.52 

Go to 
C.52 
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D. Employment History 
 
 
D.1.  Are you still at school?                 Yes                                                               No 
       (i.e. a full-time school pupil) 
 
 
 D.2.  What proportion of your weekdays since leaving school have you been working, looking 
for work, or doing domestic duties/child care or other things? 
 Almost 

all of 
the 
time 

Most of 
the time 
(i.e. over 
half of 
the time) 

About 
half of 
the 
time 

Some of the 
time (i.e. 
less than 
half of the 
time) 

None 
of the 
time 

D.2.1.Working as a regular wage 
worker 

1 2 3 4 5 

D.2.2. Working as a casual worker 1 2 3 4 5 
D.2.3. Self-employed 1 2 3 4 5 
D.2.4. Working in the family 
business/farm 

1 2 3 4 5 

D.2.5. Looking for work 1 2 3 4 5 
D.2.6. Domestic duties/child care 1 2 3 4 5 
D.2.7. Post-school education and 
training 

     

D.2.8. Other – specify 
 

1 2 3 4 5 

 
 
D.3.  Have you ever been self-employed?                Yes                             No 
 
 
 
D.4.  In what year did you first become self-employed?                                          or 
          (or how old were you?) 
 
 
D.5.  How much money did you make in a month  
         On average during your first year of self-employment? 
 
 
D.6.  Has this form of self-employment been the only work                  Yes                       No 
         you have ever had? 
 
 
D.7.  When was the last year that you were self-employed? 
 
 
 
D.8.  How much were you making (on average) a month then? 

Skip to D.12 1 2 

1 2 

Skip the rest 
of the module 19 

R   

  19          (age) 

R 

1 2 Skip the rest of the 
module 
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D.9.  Describe what you did 
Made clothing for sale direct to customers 1 
Made clothing for sale to a factory/shop 2 
Made food for sale 3 
Made beer for sale 4 
Made other items for sale (specify) 5 
Shop-keeper 6 
Shebeen-owner 7 
Ran a spaza shop from your home  8 
Bought fruit/vegetables, repackaging them, and reselling them on the street 9 
Sold other goods on the street 10 
Repaired shoes 11 
Hairdressing services/ beauticians 12 
Professional services (lawyer, dentist, architect, doctor etc) 13 
Self-employed artisan 14 
Building or repairing houses 15 
Taxi owner-driver 16 
Owner-driver (other transport) 17 
Collected wood/fuel 18 
Herbalist/traditional healer 19 
Child-minding services 20 
Other services (describe) 21 
Other (describe)                                                                                                             996    

 
 
 
D.10. How many people (other than yourself) did you employ? 
 
 
 
D.11.  Why did you bring your self-employment to an end? 

I wasn’t making any money, so I stopped 1 
I became disabled/sick 2 
I lost my business premises 3 
My stock was stolen 4 
My machinery was stolen 5 
Thieves kept stealing the money I made 6 
I didn’t have enough money to buy stock or materials 7 
I had problems with my employees 8 
I decided to look for paid employment 9 
I was offered paid employment 10 
Other (explain)                                                                              996 

 
 
 
D.12.  Have you ever worked for a wage?                  Yes                       No 
 
 
 

Skip the rest of 
the module 1 2 

 



 23 

D.13.  If you were working prior to 1986, what was your status under the pass laws?   
Had a ‘long pass’, i.e. had Section 10(1) (A) (B) or (C) rights, i.e. the 
right to live in a town because of birth, employment, long residence, 
marriage or parentage 

1 

Had a ‘short pass’ i.e. had Section 10(1) (D) rights, i.e. the right to 
live in the town tied to current migrant employment contract 

2 

Not applicable because not classified as African under apartheid 3 
Not applicable because respondent was not working before 1986 4 
Illegal 5 
I don’t know 999 
Other (specify)                                                                                             996 

 
 
D.14.  In what year did you obtain your first paid wage employment?                      or     
          (or how old were you?) 
 
 
D.15.  Are you still in this job?                    Yes                           No     
 
 
 
 
 
D.16.  How did you get this job?  

I responded to a newspaper advertisement 1 
A household member told me about the job   2 
A friend/ relative (in a different household) told me about the job 3 
A household member got me the job at their workplace  4 
A friend/ relative (in a different household) got me the job at their workplace 5 
I went to a factory and waited outside until I got the job 6 
I knocked on factory gates and visited private homes and shops until I got the 
job.  

7 

I got the job through an employment agency 8 
I asked someone who had employed me before for a job 9 
I waited on the side of the road until I got a job (the recruiting lorry method) 10 
I found the job on a notice boards in a community centres/ shopping centre, 
shop etc. 

11 

Other (specify)                                                                                                                        996 
 
 
D.17.  What products did your employer make, or what services did your employer provide?  
Please describe in a full sentence……………………………………………………………….. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
 
D. 18.  What was your occupation – i.e what kind of work did you do – in your first job?  Please 
describe in a full sentence. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

  19          (age) 

1 2 

Skip the rest of this 
module 
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D.19.  In which economic sector was your first job? 
Agriculture, fishing, forestry 1 
Mining and quarrying 2 
Manufacturing – specify (e.g. clothing, food products)                                                           3 
Electricity gas, water 4 
Construction 5 
Wholesale/ retail 6 
Catering and accommodation 7 
Transport, storage and communication 8 
Finance, real estate and business services 9 
Other services (private sector) - specify  
(e.g. medical, educational, domestic services) 

                                                       10                                                                                   

Other services (government sector) – specify 
(e.g. medical, educational services, armed forces, police) 

                                                       11 

General government (national) 12 
General government (provincial) 13 
General government (local) 14 
Other – specify                                                      996 
I don’t know 999 
 
 
D.20.  Were you paid your wages each day, each week, each fortnight or each month?  

Daily wage 1 
Weekly wage 2 
Fortnightly wage (i.e. paid every two weeks) 3 
Monthly wage 4 

 
 
D.21.  What was your starting wage? 
 
[NB: Check that the wage is for the time period indicated in D.20.  So, if the person was 
paid weekly, then the starting wage should be a weekly wage.  If the respondent was 
paid daily, the starting wage should be a daily wage] 
 
 
D.22.  Was this your wage before or after tax was deducted? 

Wage before tax 1 
Wage after tax 2 

 
 
D.23.  If it was your wage before tax, what was your after-tax wage? 
 
D.24. How many hours a week did you work for this wage?  
 
 
D.25.  Where was your first job [Give the place name, not the name of the factory]   

Name of the place:  
Name of the nearest town or magisterial district: 

 

R 

R 

Skip to 
D.24 

NB: Older respondents may give you the wage 
in pounds.  If so, multiply by 2 to get Rands 

          (hours) 
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D.26. What kind of a place was this? 
City/town outside of the Bantustans 1 
City/town inside a Bantustan 2 
City/town outside South Africa 3 
A commercial farm (under the authority of a farmer)  4 
Rural area inside a Bantustan (under the authority of a chief) 5 
Rural area outside South Africa 6 
I don’t know 999 
Other (specify)                                                                                                                   996 

 
 
D.27.  Why are you no longer in your first job? 

I got fired as a result of trade union activity (e.g. striking) 1 
I got fired for other reasons 2 
I was laid off (e.g. the workplace closed/ was downsized) 3 
I left of my own accord because I didn’t like the work 4 
I left because I did not like the working conditions (e.g. 
unsafe/ unpleasant) 

5 

I left of my own accord because the wage was too low 6 
I left of my own accord because I found a better job 7 
I got pregnant and was forced to leave by my employer 8 
I got pregnant and chose to leave 9 
I retired 10 
I moved 11 
I got married 12 
Other (specify)                                                                                                     996 

 
 
D.28. When did your first job end? 
 

 
D.29.  What was your wage at the time your job ended?    
 
 
D.30.  Was this your wage before or after tax was deducted? 

Wage before tax 1 
Wage after tax 2 

 
 
 
D.31.  If it was your wage before tax, what was your wage after tax? 
 
 
D.32.  Have you had any other jobs between your first job and your present job (if you have 
one)?  
                                                                Yes                     No 
   
 
 

1 2 

                   (year) 

R 

Skip the rest of 
the module 

R 

Skip to D.32 



 26 

D.33.  How did you get the last job (prior to the one you have now – if you have one)?  
I responded to a newspaper advertisement 1 
A household member told me about the job   2 
A friend/ relative (in a different household) told me about the job 3 
A household member got me the job at their workplace  4 
A friend/ relative (in a different household) got me the job at their workplace 5 
I went to a factory and waited outside until I got the job 6 
I knocked on factory gates and visited private homes and shops until I got the 
job.  

7 

I got the job through an employment agency 8 
I asked someone who had employed me before for a job 9 
I waited on the side of the road until I got a job (the recruiting lorry method) 10 
I found the job on a notice boards in a community centres/ shopping centre, 
shop etc. 

11 

Other (specify)                                                                                                                        996 
 
 
D.34.  Think about your most recent job (prior to your present job if you have one).  What 
products did your employer make, or what services did your employer provide?  Please describe 
in a full sentence……………………………………………………………………………….. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
 
D.35.  What kind of work did you do in your most recent job (prior to your current job if you 
have one)?  Please describe in a full sentence.  ………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
 
D.36.  In which economic sector was your most recent job (prior to your current job)?   
Agriculture, fishing, forestry 1 
Mining and quarrying 2 
Manufacturing – specify (e.g. clothing, food products)                                                           3 
Electricity gas, water 4 
Construction 5 
Wholesale/ retail 6 
Catering and accommodation 7 
Transport, storage and communication 8 
Finance, real estate and business services 9 
Other services (private sector) - specify  
(e.g. medical, educational, domestic services) 

                                                       10                                     

Other services (government sector) – specify 
(e.g. medical, educational services, armed forces, police) 

                                                       11 

General government (national) 12 
General government (provincial) 13 
General government (local) 14 
Other – specify                                                      996 
I don’t know 999 
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D.37.  Where was this job? [Give the place name, not the name of the factory]   
Name of the place:  
Name of the nearest town or magisterial district: 

 
 
D.38. What kind of a place was this? 

City/town outside of the Bantustans 1 
City/town inside a Bantustan 2 
City/town outside South Africa 3 
A commercial farm (under the authority of a farmer)  4 
Rural area inside a Bantustan (under the authority of a chief) 5 
Rural area outside South Africa 6 
I don’t know 999 
Other (specify)                                                                                                                   996 
 
 

D.39.  Why are you no longer in this job? 
I got fired as a result of trade union activity (e.g. striking) 1 
I got fired for other reasons 2 
I was laid off (e.g. the workplace closed) 3 
I left of my own accord because I didn’t like the work 4 
I left of my own accord because the wage was too low 5 
I left of my own accord because I found a better job 6 
I got pregnant and was forced to leave by my employer 7 
I got pregnant and chose to leave 8 
I retired 9 
I moved 10 
I got married 11 
Other (specify)                                                                                                     996 

     
 
D.40. When did this job end? 
 

 
D.41.  What was your wage at the time your job ended?    
 
 
D.42.  Was this your wage before or after tax was deducted? 

Wage before tax 1 
Wage after tax 2 

 
 
D.43.  If it was your wage before tax, what was your wage after tax? 

                   (year) 

R 

R 

Skip the rest of 
the  module 
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E. Wage Employment (i.e working for a wage/salary) 
 
 

[Explain that this is for all people being paid a wage/salary to work regularly for 
the same employer/s, whether full-time, part-time, in the formal sector or the 
‘informal’ sector.  It includes those on fixed wages and those whose wages vary 
according to productivity – i.e. piece rate bonuses, profit sharing etc.]  

 
 
E.1. Are you currently in wage employment?       Yes                       No 
 
 
E.2.  Do you have more than one wage job?           Yes                     No  
 
 
We are going to ask you questions about your current job.  [NB: If you have more than 
one wage job, then tell us about your main wage job first, and then tell us about your 
second (or next most important) wage job later.  If you have more than two jobs, then 
tell us about the rest in the Casual Work module] 
 
 
E.3.  How long have you been working for this employer?  
     
                                   E.3.1.                                        and              E.3.2.   
     
     (Interviewer:  Record numbers in both boxes – i.e put in 0 for years if the   
     respondent has been working in the job for less than a year).  
 
 
E.4.  How did you get this job? 

I responded to a newspaper advertisement 1 
A household member told me about the job   2 
A friend/ relative (in a different household) told me about the job 3 
A household member got me the job at their workplace  4 
A friend/ relative (in a different household) got me the job at their workplace 5 
I went to a factory and waited outside until I got the job 6 
I knocked on factory gates and visited private homes and shops until I got the 
job.  

7 

I got the job through an employment agency 8 
I asked someone who had employed me before for a job 9 
I waited on the side of the road until I got a job (the recruiting lorry method) 10 
I found the job on a notice boards in a community centres/ shopping centre, 
shop etc. 

11 

Other (specify)                                                                                                                        996 
 
 
E.5.  What does your employer produce, or what services does your employer provide?  Please 
describe in a full sentence……………………………………………………………….. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

1 2 
Skip the rest of 
the module 

1 2 

              (years)           (months) 



 29 

E.6.  What kind of work do you do in this job?   Please describe in a full sentence ……………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
E.7.  In which economic sector do you work?   
Agriculture, fishing, forestry 1 
Mining and quarrying 2 
Manufacturing – specify (e.g. clothing, food products)                                                           3 
Electricity gas, water 4 
Construction 5 
Wholesale/ retail 6 
Catering and accommodation 7 
Transport, storage and communication 8 
Finance, real estate and business services 9 
Other services (private sector) - specify  
(e.g. medical, educational, domestic services) 

                                                       10                  

Other services (government sector) – specify 
(e.g. medical, educational services, armed forces, police) 

                                                       11 

General government (national) 12 
General government (provincial) 13 
General government (local) 14 
Other – specify                                                      996 
I don’t know 999 
 
 
E.8.  Do you get paid every day, every week, every fortnight, or every month? 

Daily wage 1 
Weekly wage 2 
Fortnightly wage (i.e. paid every two weeks) 3 
Monthly wage 4 

 
 
E.9.  What is your basic wage (i.e. excluding overtime payments)?    
  
 
E.10.  Is this your wage before or after tax is deducted? 

Wage before tax is deducted 1 
Wage after tax is deducted 2 

 
 
E.11.  If it was your wage before tax, what was your wage after tax? 
 
 
E.12. How many hours a week are you required to work   
      for your basic wage (i.e. excluding paid overtime)?  
 
 
E.13.  Do you ever work overtime?    Yes                No  
 

1 2 

          (hours) 

Skip to E.18 

R 

Skip to E.12 

R 
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E.14.  How often do you work overtime? 
Occasionally when the firm is busy (and one can never 
predict when this will be) 

1 

For part of the year (during the busy season) 2 
For most of the year 3 
Almost all of the time 4 
All of the time 5 

 
 
E.15.  When you are working overtime, how many hours do  
you usually work overtime in a week? 
 
 
E.16.  What do you get paid (before tax) per hour of over-time? 
 
  
E.17.  How many hours over-time did you work last month? 
 
  
E.18.  I now want to ask about bonus payments, piece-rate payments etc                                                  
 Yes No  Amount (on 

average) 
per month 

E.18.1.1.  Do you get a 13th cheque or an annual bonus 
every year (even when times are hard for the employer?) 

1 2 E.18.1.2  

E.18.2.1.  Do you get extra money on a piece rate basis? 1 2 E.18.2.2 R 
E.18.3.1.  Do you get a share of profits? 1 2 E.18.3.2 R 
E.18.4.1.  Do you get bonus payments when the business 
is doing well? 

1 2 E.18.4.2. R 

E.18.5.1. Do you get any other form of productivity 
related pay?  (specify) 

1 2 E.18.5.2 R 

 
 
E.19.  Please fill in the following details about deductions.  [Interviewer ask for a recent pay-
slip, but don’t push it if the respondent is reluctant….] 

E.19.1. Gross earnings and subsidies (before deductions) R 
E.19.2.  Tax R 
E.19.3.  UIF R 
E.19.4.  Medical aid R 
E.19.5.  Bond payments to a bank R 
E.19.6.  Union fees R 
E.19.7.  Pension R 
E.19.8.  Other (specify) R 
E.19.9.  Other (specify) R 
E.19.10.  Net earnings (after all deductions) R 

 
E.20.  Interviewer: Did you see the pay slip?                      
            Yes                                   No                               The respondent says he/she  
                                                                                         does not get given a payslip 

                    (hours) 

R 

1 2 3 

                    (hours) 
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E.21.  Would you like to work more hours at your current  wage       Yes              No 
           (not the over-time rate) in order to increase your earnings? 
 
 
       E.22.  If yes, how many more hours would you like to work a week? 
 
 
E.23. Do you get any free goods or services from your employer?    Yes                      No    
 
 E.23.1.  If so, please tell us what free goods and services you get. 
 ………………….. ………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………..…………………………………………………………….  
 
 
E.24.  If the boss said that times were hard and that he would have to shut down the business if  
       wages were increased this year, would you: 

Accept the situation until times got better 1 
Go on strike 2 
Leave the job 3 
Stay in the job, but start looking for another one 4 
I don’t know 999 
Other (specify)                                                                                    996 

 
 
E.25.  How long would it take to teach someone how to do your job? 

Less than a day 1 
A few days 2 
one week 3 
1 – 4 weeks 4 
1 – 3 months 5 
3 – 6 months 6 
6 months to a year 7 
1 – 2 years 8 
I don’t know 999 
Other (specify)                                                                     996 

 
 
E.26.  How much do you spend a month on transport to and from  
         this job?  
 
 
E.27.  Were you unemployed (and wanting a job)                                      Yes                 No   
          before you got your current job? 
 
 
 
    E.28.  If yes, how long were you unemployed before starting your current job? 
 
                                   E.28.1.                                        and              E.28.2.   

1 2 

          (hours) 

1 2 

Skip to E.30 

Skip to 
E.23 

              (years)           (months) 

1 2 Skip to 
E.24 

R 
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E.29.  When you were unemployed, did you do any of the following to find a job during the last 
month that you were unemployed?  

 Yes No 
E.29.1. Respond to a newspaper advertisement 1 2 
E.29.2. Relied on a household member to tell you about jobs   1 2 
E.29.3. Relied on friends/ relatives (in different households) to tell 
you about jobs 

1 2 

E.29.4. Relied on a household member to get you a job at their 
workplace  

1 2 

E.29.5. Relied on friends/ relatives (in different households) to get 
you a job at their workplace 

1 2 

E.29.6. Went to a factory and waited outside 1 2 
E.29.7. Knocked on factory gates and visited private homes and 
shops.  

1 2 

E.29.8. Went to an employment agency 1 2 
E.29.9. Asked someone who had employed them before for a job 1 2 
E.29.10. Waited on the side of the road for a job (the recruiting lorry 
method) 

1 2 

E.29.11. Looked on notice boards in a community centres/ shopping 
centre, shop etc. 

1 2 

 
 
 
Interviewer:  The rest of the Module is for those who said that they had more than one 
wage job – i.e. those who answered “yes” to question E.2.  Those who have more than 
two jobs should just talk about their second most important wage job here.  They will 
be able to talk about their other jobs in the section on casual work.] 
 
 
E.30.  How long have you been working for this employer?  
     
                                   E.30.1.                                        and              E.30.2.   
     
 
E.31.  How did you get this job? 

I responded to a newspaper advertisement 1 
A household member told me about the job   2 
A friend/ relative (in a different household) told me about the job 3 
A household member got me the job at their workplace  4 
A friend/ relative (in a different household) got me the job at their workplace 5 
I went to a factory and waited outside until I got the job 6 
I knocked on factory gates and visited private homes and shops until I got the 
job.  

7 

I got the job through an employment agency 8 
I asked someone who had employed me before for a job 9 
I waited on the side of the road until I got a job (the recruiting lorry method) 10 
I found the job on a notice boards in a community centres/ shopping centre, 
shop etc. 

11 

Other (specify)                                                                                                                        996 

              (years)           (months) 
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E.32.  What does your employer produce, or what services does your employer provide?  Please 
describe in a full sentence……………………………………………………………….. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
E.33.  What kind of work do you do in this job?   Please describe in a full sentence 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
E.34.  In which economic sector do you work?   
Agriculture, fishing, forestry 1 
Mining and quarrying 2 
Manufacturing – specify (e.g. clothing, food products)                                                           3 
Electricity gas, water 4 
Construction 5 
Wholesale/ retail 6 
Catering and accommodation 7 
Transport, storage and communication 8 
Finance, real estate and business services 9 
Other services (private sector) - specify  
(e.g. medical, educational, domestic services) 

                                                       10                                                                                   

Other services (government sector) – specify 
(e.g. medical, educational services, armed forces, police) 

                                                       11 

General government (national) 12 
General government (provincial) 13 
General government (local) 14 
Other – specify                                                      996 
I don’t know 999 
 
 
E.35.  Do you get paid every day, every week, every fortnight, or every month? 

Daily wage 1 
Weekly wage 2 
Fortnightly wage (i.e. paid every two weeks) 3 
Monthly wage 4 

 
 
E.36.  What is your basic wage (i.e. excluding overtime payments)?    
  
 
E.37.  Is this your wage before or after tax is deducted? 

Wage before tax is deducted 1 
Wage after tax is deducted 2 

 
 
E.38.  If it was your wage before tax, what was your wage after tax? 
 
E.39. How many hours a week are you required to work   
      for your basic wage (i.e. excluding paid overtime)?            (hours) 

R 

Skip to E.39 

R 
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E.40.  Do you ever work overtime?    Yes                No  
 
E.41.  How often do you work overtime? 

Occasionally when the firm is busy (and one can never 
predict when this will be) 

1 

For part of the year (during the busy season) 2 
For most of the year 3 
Almost all of the time 4 
All of the time 5 

 
 
E.42.  When you are working overtime, how many hours do  
you usually work overtime in a week? 
 
 
E.43.  What do you get paid (before tax) per hour of over-time? 
 
  
E.44.  How many hours over-time did you work last month? 
 
  
E.45.  I now want to ask about bonus payments, piece-rate payments etc                                                  
 Yes No  Amount (on 

average) 
per month 

E.45.1.1.  Do you get a 13th cheque or an annual bonus 
every year (even when times are hard for the employer?) 

1 2 E.45.1.2  

E.45.2.1.  Do you get extra money on a piece rate basis? 1 2 E.45.2.2 R 
E.45.3.1.  Do you get a share of profits? 1 2 E.45.3.2 R 
E.45.4.1.  Do you get bonus payments when production 
is good? 

1 2 E.45.4.2. R 

E.45.5.1. Do you get any other form of productivity 
related pay?  (specify) 

1 2 E.45.5.2 R 

 
 
E.46.  Please fill in the following details about deductions.  [Interviewer ask for a recent pay-
slip, but don’t push it if the respondent is reluctant….] 

E.46.1. Gross earnings and subsidies (before deductions) R 
E.46.2.  Tax R 
E.46.3.  UIF R 
E.46.4.  Medical aid R 
E.46.5.  Bond payments to a bank R 
E.46.6.  Union fees R 
E.46.7.  Pension R 
E.46.8.  Other (specify) R 
E.46.9.  Other (specify) R 
E.46.10.  Net earnings (after all deductions) R 

 

1 2 

                    (hours) 

R 

Skip to E.45 

                    (hours) 
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E.47.  Interviewer: Did you see the pay slip?                      
            Yes                                   No                               The respondent says he/she  
                                                                                         does not get given a payslip 
 
E.48.  Would you like to work more hours at your current  wage       Yes              No 
           (not the over-time rate) in order to increase your earnings? 
 
 
       E.49.  If yes, how many more hours would you like to work a week? 
 
 
E.50. Do you get any free goods or services from your employer?    Yes                      No    
 
 E.51.1.  If so, please tell us what free goods and services you get 
 ………………….. ………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………..…………………………………………………………….  
 
 
E.52.  If the boss said that times were hard and that he would have to shut down the business if  
       wages were increased this year, would you: 

Accept the situation until times got better 1 
Go on strike 2 
Leave the job 3 
Stay in the job, but start looking for another one 4 
I don’t know 999 
Other (specify)                                                                                    996 

 
 
E.53.  How long would it take to teach someone how to do your job? 

Less than a day 1 
A few days 2 
one week 3 
1 – 4 weeks 4 
1 – 3 months 5 
3 – 6 months 6 
6 months to a year 7 
1 – 2 years 8 
I don’t know 999 
Other (specify)                                                                     996 

 
 
E.54.  How much do you spend a month on transport to and from  
         this job?  
 
 

1 2 

          (hours) 

1 2 

Skip to 
E.50 

3 

1 2 Skip to 
E.52 

R 
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F.  Unemployment 
 
 
 
F.1.  How many people do you know who got jobs the following ways: 

 None A 
few 

Many 

F.1.1. Responding to a newspaper advertisement 1 2 3 
F.1.2. A household member told them about the job   1 2 3 
F.1.3. A friend/ relative (in a different household) told them about the 
job 

1 2 3 

F.1.4. A household member got them the job at their workplace  1 2 3 
F.1.5. A friend/ relative (in a different household) got them the job at 
their workplace 

1 2 3 

F.1.6. They went to a factory and waited outside until they got the job 1 2 3 
F.1.7. They knocked on factory gates and visited private homes and 
shops until they got the job.  

1 2 3 

F.1.8. They got the job through an employment agency 1 2 3 
F.1.9. They asked someone who had employed them before for a job 1 2 3 
F.1.10. They waited on the side of the road until they got a job (the 
recruiting lorry method) 

1 2 3 

F.1.11. They found the job on a notice board in a community centres/ 
shopping centre, shop etc. 

1 2 3 

F.1.12.  They went on a training course and then got a job because of 
the training 

1 2 3 

 
 
 
F.2.  What is the best way, for someone with your skills and experience to find a job? 
Only prompt if necessary 

Responding to newspaper advertisements 1 
Relying on household members to tell me about jobs   2 
Relying on friends/ relatives (in different households) to tell me about jobs 3 
Relying on household members to get me jobs at their workplace  4 
Relying on friends/ relatives (in different households) to get me jobs at their workplace 5 
Going to factories and waiting outside until I get a job 6 
Knocking on factory gates and visiting private homes and shops until I get a job.  7 
Using an employment agency 8 
Asking previous employers for a job 9 
Waiting on the side of the road until I get a job (the recruiting lorry method) 10 
Looking on notice boards in a community centres/ shopping centres, shops etc. 11 
Other (specify)                                                                                                                        996 
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F.3.  How much do you agree/disagree with each of the following statements 
 Strongly 

disagree 
Dis-
agree 

Neither 
agree nor 
disagree 

Agree Strongly 
agree 

F.3.1. It is pure luck whether you get a job or not 1 2 3 4 5 
F.3.2. Looking for work is not worth the money 
you spend on transport 

1 2 3 4 5 

F.3.3. There are so many unemployed people that it 
is pointless looking for a job 

1 2 3 4 5 

F.3.4. Employers employ the friends and relatives 
of their existing workforce rather than other people  

1 2 3 4 5 

F.3.5. People who have had jobs before have a 
better chance of getting a job than someone who 
has never had a job before 

1 2 3 4 5 

F.3.6. People with more education have a better 
chance of getting a job  

1 2 3 4 5 

F.3.7.  Many unemployed people could get jobs if 
they really wanted to 

1 2 3 4 5 

F.3.8.  If you ask for a lower wage you have a 
better chance of getting a job 

1 2 3 4 5 

F.3.9.  Younger people are particularly 
disadvantaged when it comes to getting jobs 

1 2 3 4 5 

F.3.10.  If there were more jobs available, more 
people would look for work 

1 2 3 4 5 

F.3.11.  The government should provide jobs for 
everyone who wants one 

1 2 3 4 5 

F.3.12.  Training courses for the unemployed 
would help the unemployed get jobs 

1 2 3 4 5 

 
 
F.4.  How useful, do you think, the following activities are for someone like you (i.e. with your 
skills and experience) when looking for work 

 Totally 
point-
less 

Point-
less 

Sometimes 
pointless, 
sometimes 
helpful 

Help-
ful 

Very 
helpful 

I don’t 
know 

F.4.1. Looking in newspapers 1 2 3 4 5 999 
F.4.2. Relying on household members to tell 
you about jobs 

1 2 3 4 5 999 

F.4.3.  Relying on friends /family members in 
different households to tell you about jobs. 

1 2 3 4 5 999 

F.4.4.  Relying on household members to get 
you a job at their workplace. 

      

F.4.5. Relying on friends / family members in 
different households to get you a job at their 
workplace. 

1 2 3 4 5 999 

F.4.6. Going to factories and waiting outside 1 2 3 4 5 999 
F.4.7. Knocking on factory gates and/or visiting 
private homes and shops 

1 2 3 4 5 999 

F.4.8.  Visiting employment agencies 1 2 3 4 5 999 
F.4.9. Phoning up (or visiting) old employers 
and asking for jobs 

1 2 3 4 5 999 

F.4.10. Waiting on the side of the road for jobs s 1 2 3 4 5 999 
F.4.11.  Looking on notice boards in community 
centres, shopping centres etc. 

1 2 3 4 5 999 
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F.5. Do you currently work for a wage (full-                    Yes                                         No   
        time or part-time)?  
               
F.6. Are you currently self-employed?                              Yes                                         No   
 
 
F.7. Do you want a job (whether   
     full or part-time wage employment    Yes                      No    
     or self employment)?   
 
 
F.8.  When are you available for work: 
 
         F.8.1.  Monday to Friday during the day?                                   Yes                         No 

 
         F.8.2.  Monday to Friday during the evenings?                           Yes                         No 

 
         F.8.3.  Over the weekend?                                                            Yes                         No 
 
 
F.9.  What kind of employment would you prefer? 

Full-time wage employment 1 
Part-time wage employment 2 
Part-time wage employment and casual employment 3 
Other (specify)                                                                                                           996 

 
      
 
F.10.  How long have you been wanting work (and been without any paid employment)?   
 
                                  F.10.1.                                        and              F.10.2.   
     
     (Interviewer:  Record numbers in both boxes – i.e put in 0 for years if the   
         respondent was unemployed for less than a year).  
 
 
 
F.11.  Did you turn down any job offers during this time period?   
                                                                                                              Yes                       No   
 
 
      F.12.1  When was this?   
 
 
     F.12.2.  What was the job?  (Describe) ……………………………………………………….. 
                  ………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
 
      F.13.  What was the wage offered? 
       

1  2 
 
 
Skip 
the rest 
of this 
module 

2 1 

2 1 

1 2 

R 

Skip to 
question F.17

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

19              (year) 

              (years)           (months) 
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      F.14.  Was this a take-home wage offer, or the wage before tax? 
Take-home wage 1 
Wage before tax 2 
I don’t know 999 

 
 
         F.15.  State if this was a: 

Daily wage 1 
Weekly wage 2 
Fortnightly wage (i.e. paid every two weeks) 3 
Monthly wage 4 

 
 
        F.16.  Why did you choose not to accept this job offer? 

The job was too far away 1 
The wage offered was too low 2 
The cost of travel would have been too high 3 
The job was below my educational/skill level 4 
I did not like the job 5 
Family commitments prevented me from accepting 6 
I wanted to further my studies 7 
Other (specify)                                                                                  996  

 
 
F.17.  We now want to ask you how long you think it will be before you get a job.  [Interviewer, 
push the respondents for a yes or a no.  Don’t let them say ‘I don’t know’ unless they 
really do not know] 
 Yes No I don’t know 
F.17.1.  Do you think there is a realistic possibility that you 
will get a job in the next month? 

1 2 999 

F.17.2.  Do you think there is a realistic possibility that you 
will get a job in the next three months? 

1 2 999 

F.17.3. Do you think there is a realistic possibility that you 
will get a job in the next six months? 

1 2 999 

F.17.4.  Do you think there is a realistic possibility that you 
will get a job in the next year? 

1 2 999 

 
 
F.18.  Do you have any employed friends/family members                         Yes                   No 
      who say that they may be able to find you work at their workplaces 
 
 
F.19.  Did you travel anywhere last week in search of work?     Yes                         No   
 
 
 
 
F.20.  How much did you spend on travel costs associated with looking for work last week? 
 

1 2 

R 

1 2 

Skip to F.23 
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F.21.  Where did the money for travel come from? 
A family member in the household 1 
A family member outside the household 2 
A friend in the household 3 
A friend outside the household 4 
A money lender 5 
My savings 6 
Other (specify) 996 

 
 
F.22.  Do you have to pay back this money?                     Yes                            No    
 
 
F.23.  If you get a job, how many hours per week would you desire to work? 
 
 
F.24.  What do you think would be a reasonable take-home monthly wage for you given your 
desired hours of work and your age, education, skills, and area of residence, etc.       
 
 
 
F.25.   What is the absolute minimum take-home monthly wage below which you would not be 
prepared to work in any job (taking into account your desired hours of work)? 
 
 
F.26.  Would you be prepared to go elsewhere to look for a job?    Yes                                      No 
 
 
F.27.  How far would you be willing to travel daily if you got a paid job? 
Up to 1 km 1 
Up to 3 km 2 
Up to 5 km 3 
Up to 10 km 4 
More than 10 km 5 
 
 
F.28.  Some people respond to unemployment by becoming self-employed.  Why have you 
decided not to go this route?          
I do not have enough money (capital) to start a business 1 
I cannot borrow money to start a business/no one will lend to me 2 
A small business is not a well-paying activity/it will not be profitable 3 
I prefer to wait for a waged job 4 
Self-employment income is risky - sometimes it is profitable and at other times it is not 5 
I do not have and business connections or friends/relatives in business 6 
I don’t have any training or skills to start a business 7 
I don’t know the legal procedures for opening a business 8 
I am deterred by the high wages I will have to pay my workers 9 
There is too much crime involving small businesses 10 
Other (specify)                                                                                                                          996 

1 2 

            (hours per week)

                         (R per month) 

                      (R per month) 

1 2 

NB:  Assume it takes 15 
minutes to walk 1 klm 
and an hour to walk 1 
hour. 
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F.29.  When did you last do any of the following activities?   
 Within 

the last 
week 

2-4 
wks 
ago 

1-3 
mths 
ago 

4-6 
mths 
ago 

7-12 
mths 
ago 

1-2 
yrs 
ago 

3-5 
yrs 
ago 

6-
10 
yrs 
ago 

More 
than 
10 yrs 
ago 

Ne-
ver 

I 
can’t 
re-
mem-
ber 

F.29.1. Looked in 
newspapers 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 999 

F.29.2. Relied on 
household members to 
tell you about jobs 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 999 

F.29.3.  Relied on 
friends /family 
members in different 
households to tell you 
about jobs. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 999 

F.29.4.  Relied on 
household members to 
get you a job at their 
workplace. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 999 

F.29.5. Relied on 
friends / family 
members in different 
households to get you 
a job at their 
workplace. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 999 

F.29.6. Went to 
factories and waited 
outside 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 999 

F.29.7. Knocked on 
factory gates and/or 
visited private homes 
and shops 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 999 

F.29.8.  Visited 
employment agencies 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 999 

F.29.9. Phoned up (or 
visited) old employers 
and asked for jobs 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 999 

F.29.10. Waited on the 
side of the road for 
jobs 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 999 

F.29.11.  Looked on 
notice boards in 
community centres, 
shopping centres, 
shops etc. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 999 

 
 
 
F.30.  If you were offered a suitable job, would you be able to start within a week? 
                                                  Yes                                        No  
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 2
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F.31.  What kinds of jobs are you looking for? 
Any job 1 
Cleaning/domestic work 2 
Construction work 3 
Gardening 4 
Shop assistant/ teller 5 
Factory work 6 
Other (specify) 996 

 
 
F.32.  How much do you agree/disagree with each of the following statements 
 Strongly 

disagree 
Disagree Neither 

agree 
nor 
disagree 

Agree Strongly 
agree 

F.32.1. I get bored with nothing to do all day 1 2 3 4 5 
F.32.2.  If there were more jobs to be had, I 
would search for employment more actively 

1 2 3 4 5 

F.32.3.  If I had more money, I would look 
for work more actively 

1 2 3 4 5 

F.32.4. It is not so bad being out of work 
because other people support me 

1 2 3 4 5 

F.32.5. You are nobody if you do not have a 
job 

1 2 3 4 5 

F.32.6. I feel useless and depressed because 
I do not have a job  

1 2 3 4 5 

F.32.7. Any job is better than no job 1 2 3 4 5 
F.32.8. My family is much worse off as a 
result of my being unemployed  

1 2 3 4 5 

F.32.9.  My family does not always have 
enough to eat because I am unemployed 

1 2 3 4 5 

 
 
F.33.  Are you aware of any training programmes for the unemployed?      Yes                     No    
 
 
F.34.  Would you be prepared to go on any of the following training programmes if they were 
offered free of charge in your area? 
 Yes No Maybe 
F.34.1.  Basic carpentry skills? 1 2 3 
F.34.2.  Basic mechanic skills? 1 2 3 
F.34.3.  Typing and basic computing skills? 1 2 3 
F.34.4.  Truck driving? 1 2 3 
F.34.5.  Basic bookkeeping and secretarial skills? 1 2 3 
F.34.6.  A course on how to run a small business? 1 2 3 
 
 
F.35.  If you would like a training programme not listed above, please let us know what it would 
be  …………………………………………………………………..………………………….. 

1 2 
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G.  Self-Employment (i.e. non-wage income-earning activities including 
activities like making clothing, crafts, beer, food,  etc for sale – or offering 
services on a contract basis) 
 

[We now want to ask you some questions about self-employment – i.e. non-wage 
income-earning activities.  The questions are for all people, employed and 
unemployed – even those of you who have a main job or are in full-time 
education, and therefore can only do this kind of work on the side]   

 
 
G.1.  Have you engaged in any non-wage income-earning activities 
         during the past six months?   [Probe people to make sure]          Yes                      No   
 
        
G.2. Describe your main non-wage income-earning activity 

Making clothing for sale direct to customers 1 
Making clothing for sale to a factory/shop 2 
Making food for sale 3 
Making beer for sale 4 
Making other items for sale (specify) 5 
Shop-keeper 6 
Running a spaza shop from your home  7 
Buying fruit/vegetables, repackaging them, and reselling them on the street 8 
Selling other goods on the street 9 
Repairing shoes 10 
Hairdressing services/ beauticians 11 
Professional services (lawyer, dentist, architect, doctor etc) 12 
Self-employed artisan 13 
Building or repairing houses 14 
Taxi owner/driver 15 
Owner/driver (other transport) 16 
Collecting wood/fuel 17 
Herbalist/traditional healer 18 
Child-minding services 19 
Other services (describe) 20 
Other (describe)                                                                                                             996    

 
 
G.3.  Do you do any other non-wage income earning activities?   Yes                      No    
 
G.4.  If so, please describe ………………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
 
G.5.  Did you ever work as a wage-worker doing                      Yes                     No   
        similar work to the work you do now? 
  
 
G.6.  When was this?   

1 2 

Skip 
the rest 
of this 
module 

2 

                 (year) 
Skip to 
question G.8 

1 

1 

2 Skip 
to 
G.5. 
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G.7.  Why did you stop being a wage-worker? 
I wanted to become my own boss and left voluntarily 1 
I was retrenched and so started working for many different firms 
on a contract basis  

2 

My employer wanted to engage my services on a contract basis 
rather than as a wage-worker (and I agreed) 

3 

My employer wanted to engage my services on a contract basis 
rather than as a wage-worker (and I had no choice) 

4 

I retired 5 
Other (explain)                                                                                                                 996 

 
 
G.8.  Have you done any non-wage income-earning       Yes                     No 
     activities in the past month? 
     
 
 
G.9.  If no, why not? 

I wasn’t making any money, so I stopped 1 
I became disabled/sick 2 
I lost my business premises 3 
My stock was stolen 4 
My machinery was stolen 5 
Thieves kept stealing the money I made 6 
I didn’t have enough money to buy stock or materials 7 
I was taking a holiday and will start again soon 8 
Other (explain)                                                                              996 

 
 
G.10.  Have you done any non-wage income-earning          Yes                   No 
     activities in the past two-weeks? 
 
 
G.11.  Have you done any non-wage income-earning            Yes                   No 
     activities in the past week (seven days)? 
 
        
G.12.  Did you do any non-wage income-earning                 Yes                  No 
     activities during the previous Saturday and/or Sunday?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 2 

1 2 

1 2 

1 2 

Skip 
the rest 
of this 
module 

Skip to 
question G.10 

Skip to 
G.13. 
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G. 13.  Please fill in the following information about earnings in a typical month: 
G.13.1.  Gross income (total income earned) R 
G.13.2.  Labour expenses R 
G.13.3.  Cost of materials R 
G.13.4.  Rent, electricity, lighting etc R 
G.13.5.  Taxes R 
G.13.6.  Other expenses of business R 
G.13.7.  Money for your own salary R 
G.13.7.  Take-home profit (equal to gross income minus all expenses) R 

[If take-home profit is a negative number, check each figure with the respondent again 
and ask if he/she usually makes a loss.] 
 
 
G.14.  How many hours do you spend doing this activity in a typical  
     week – i.e. seven day period 
 
 
G.15.  Do you work from home, or do you own or rent a business premises? 

I work from home 1 
I rent a business premises 2 
I own a business premises 3 
I work from a street pavement or other public open space 4 

 
 
G.16.  Please indicate when you usually do this kind of work: 
 

G.16.1.  Monday to Friday during the day?                                 Yes                      No 
 
G.16.2.  Monday to Friday during the evenings?                         Yes                      No 
 
G.16.3.  Over the weekend?                                                          Yes                      No 

 
 
G.17.  Why don’t you spend more time doing these activities? 

I can’t afford to buy the materials/supplies 1 
The extra time involved is not worth the extra money 2 
There is not enough demand for my product 3 
I don’t have the time 4 
I value my spare time/ I don’t want to work more 5 
I am already working as hard as possible 6 
Other (explain)                                                                                            996 

 
 
G.18.  Do you claim VAT back from the government?       Yes                  No  
 
 
G.19.  Do you have any tools or machinery that you use in these activities?  Yes            No     
 
 

               hours 

1 2 
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to 
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1 

1 

2 

2 
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G.20.  How much would it cost you to replace these tools and machines? 
 
 
G.21.  Do you pay anyone to help you with your activities               Yes                  No  
           
 
 
G.22.  If you have ten or less workers, please fill in the following details 

Worker Average hours 
worked per week 

Monthly wage (before 
tax) 

Taxes deducted off 
workers’ salaries 

Pcodes for those 
people who are 
household members 

Worker 1 G.22.1.1 G.22.1.2      R G.22.1.3     R G.22.1.4 
Worker 2 G.22.2.1 G.22.2.2      R G.22.2.3     R G.22.2.4 
Worker 3 G.22.3.1 G.22.3.2      R G.22.3.3     R G.22.3.4 
Worker 4 G.22.4.1 G.22.4.2      R G.22.4.3     R G.22.4.4 
Worker 5 G.22.5.1 G.22.5.2      R G.22.5.3     R G.22.5.4 
Worker 6 G.22.6.1 G.22.6.2      R G.22.6.3     R G.22.6.4 
Worker 7 G.22.7.1 G.22.7.2      R G.22.7.3     R G.22.7.4 
Worker 8 G.22.8.1 G.22.8.2      R G.22.8.3     R G.22.8.4 
Worker 9 G.22.9.1 G.22.9.2      R G.22.9.3     R G.22.9.4 
Worker 10 G.22.10.1 G.22.10.2    R G.22.10.3   R G.22.10.4 

 
         
G.23.  If yes and you have more than ten workers, please fill in the following: 

Category of 
Worker 

Number of 
workers 
employed in this 
category 

Average hours 
worked each week 
by the average 
worker  

Monthly wage 
(before tax) of the 
average worker 

Taxes deducted off 
the average worker’s 
wage 

General Worker G.23.1.1 G.23.1.2 G.23.1.3    R G.23.1.4     R 
Clerical worker G.23.2.1 G.23.2.2 G.23.2.3    R G.23.2.4    R 
Sales worker G.23.3.1 G.23.3.2 G.23.3.3    R G.23.3.4    R 
Other (explain) 
 

G.23.4.1 G.23.4.2 G.23.4.3    R G.23.4.4    R 

Other (explain) 
 

G.23.5.1 G.23.5.2 G.23.5.3    R G.23.5.4    R 

Other (explain) 
 

G.23.6.1 G.23.6.2 G.23.6.3    R G.23.6.4    R 

      
       
G.24.  Does anyone help you with your activities without pay?          Yes                  No  
 
      
       G.25.  If yes, please fill in the following details 

Person Hours worked per week Pcodes for those people who are household members 
Person 1 G.25.1.1 G.25.1.2 
Person 2 G.25.2.1 G.25.2.2 
Person 3 G.25.3.1 G.25.3.2 
Person 4 G.25.4.1 G.25.4.2 

 
 
 

R 

1 2 Skip 
to 
G.24 

2 1 
Skip 
to 
G.26 



 47 

 
G.26.  When did you first start engaging in these income-earning opportunities?   
 
 
G.27.  What did you earn per week (after deducting  taxes and expenses)  
           when you first started?  
 
 
G.28.  If you were offered a job with the same wage as your present profit, would you take the 
job?  (Assume that you would work the same number of hours for the wage as you do now for 
profit) 

Yes 1 
No  2 
It depends on the job 3 
I don’t know 999 

 
 
G.29.  What is the absolute lowest weekly take-home wage you would accept  
           if offered a job? 
  
 
G.30.  How did you learn how to do this income-earning activity? 

I was taught by someone I used to help do the same thing 1 
I learned on the job while employed in a similar kind of business 2 
I learned on the job while employed in a different kind of business 3 
I was taught by a friend 4 
I was taught by a family member 5 
I taught myself 6 
I underwent formal training (describe) 7 
Other (describe)                                                                                                                 996 

 
 
G.31.  How long would it take someone to learn how to do your work and start competing with 
you (by doing similar income-earning activities)? 

Less than a day 1 
A few days 2 
one week 3 
1 – 4 weeks 4 
1 – 3 months 5 
3 – 6 months 6 
6 months to a year 7 
1 – 2 years 8 
I don’t know 999 
Other (specify)                                                                     996 

 

            (year) 

R 

R 
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H.  Non-Labour-Force Participants 
 
 
H.1. Do you currently work for a wage (full-time or part-time)? 
                                                                                            Yes                                          No     
 
  
H.2. Are you currently self-employed?                               Yes                                         No   
 
 
H.3. Do you want full-time  
    or part-time wage employment                                       Yes                                          No    
    or self-employment                                
 
 
H.4.  What is the reason why you do not want full-time or part-time wage employment? 

I am too old 1 I am sick/ disabled 7 
I am a full-time student/pupil/learner 2 It costs too much to look for 

work 
8 

I do not like the available jobs and would 
rather not work 

3 The wages are too low, it is not 
worth my time working 

9 

I do not like working / prefer leisure (or 
equivalent answer) 

4 I spend my time cooking and 
cleaning, shopping etc 

10 

I do domestic duties and look after children 
and or elderly/disabled family members 

5 

I look after children (only) all the time 6 

Other (specify)                               996 

 
           H.5.  You said you had to look after children.  Would you accept          Yes               No 
                a job if a creche was provided at the workplace? 
 
 
H.6.  Have you ever looked for a job?             Yes                          No    
 
 
 
       H.7.  If yes, when was the last time you looked? 
 
 
       H.8.  What was the reason you stopped looking? 

I became discouraged (I did not think I would ever find a job / Job search 
was pointless / There are no jobs to be had  / It was a waste of time) 

1 

I got pregnant 2 
I had family responsibilities that prevented me from looking for a job 3 
I could not afford the costs of looking for work 4 
I decided to go back to school /study further 5 
I became disabled 6 
I decided I was too old to work anymore 7 
Other (specify)                                                                                                       996 

 

1 2  
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the rest 
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module 

2 1 

2 1 

1 2 
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H.9.  What would persuade you to start looking for a job? 
If I thought there were jobs to be had 1 When I complete my studies 5 
Nothing would persuade me to start looking 2 If my health improves 6 
If I could afford the costs of looking for work 4 
If I was relieved of my family/domestic duties 3 

Other (specify)                              996 

 
 
H.10.  How much do you agree/disagree with each of the following statements 
 Strongly 

disagree 
Disagree Neither 

agree 
nor 
disagree 

Agree Strongly 
agree 

H.10.1. I get bored with nothing to do all 
day 

1 2 3 4 5 

H.10.2.  If there were more jobs to be had, I 
would search for employment more actively 

1 2 3 4 5 

H.10.3.  If I had more money, I would look 
for work more actively 

1 2 3 4 5 

H.10.4. It is not so bad being out of work 
because other people support me 

1 2 3 4 5 

H.10.5. You are nobody if you do not have a 
job 

1 2 3 4 5 

H.10.6. I feel useless and depressed because 
I do not have a job  

1 2 3 4 5 

H.10.7. Any job is better than no job 1 2 3 4 5 
H.10.8. My family is much worse off as a 
result of my being unemployed  

1 2 3 4 5 

H.10.9.  My family does not always have 
enough to eat because I am unemployed 

1 2 3 4 5 
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I.  Casual Work (NB: Casual work means work that is irregular/ short-term, 
or any work that you do in addition to your main job, or any work except 
the work that you told us about in modules E and G) 
 

[These questions are for all people – even those of you who have a main job or 
are self-employed or are in full-time education (and therefore can only do casual 
work on the side]   

 
 
I.1.  Have you done any casual work to earn money                         Yes                 No   
     in the past six months?  [Refer to above definition 
     of casual work] 
 
          I.2.  If no, was this because you:  

Did not want casual work 1 
Wanted casual work but did not look 2 
Could not find casual work 3 
Other(specify)                                                                                                                    996 

 
 
         I.3.  Would you like to do casual work                       Yes            No  
                 occasionally to earn more money?      
 
 
         I.4.  Would you accept a one-day casual job without             Yes                   No  
          first asking about the wage?  
 
 
         I.5.  What is the lowest daily take-home wage you would be  
           prepared to accept for a casual job? 
 
 
I.6.  What was your main form of casual work during the past six months? 

Construction work during the week  1 
Working as a gardener during the week 2 
Working as a gardener during the weekend 3 
Other casual work over the weekend 4 
Working as a casual worker in a factory 5 
Working as a casual worker on a farm 6 
Working as a waiter/waitress 7 
Working as a paid child-minder 8 
Working as a casual domestic worker 9 
Other (specify)                                                                                                            996 
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I.7.  How did you find this work? 
Friends found me the job(s)  1 
Family members found them for me 2 
I knocked on doors 3 
I sat on the side of the road and waited for offers 4 
Other (specify)                                                                                                            996 

 
 
I.8.  What is the average amount you earn   
         doing this kind of work?    
 
 
I.9.  Is this amount:  

Per hour 1 
Per day 2 
Per week 3 
Per month 4 
Other (specify)                                                                                        996 

 
 
I.10. Do you do casual work regularly for the same employer?                    Yes                 No    
 
 
I.11. Have you done any casual work in the past month?               Yes              No 
 
 
                I.12.  If no, was this because you:  

Did not want casual work 1 
Wanted casual work but did not look 2 
Could not find casual work 3 
Other (specify)                                                                                         996 

  Now go to I.17 
 
 
I.13.  If yes, please indicate what this form of work was.  [If the person did different jobs, ask 
what the main job was] 

Construction work during the week  1 
Working as a gardener during the week 2 
Working as a gardener during the weekend 3 
Other casual work over the weekend 4 
Working as a casual worker in a factory 5 
Working as a casual worker on a farm 6 
Working as a waiter/waitress 7 
Working as a paid child-minder 8 
Working as a casual domestic worker 9 
Other (specify)                                                                                                            996 

 
 
 

R 

1 2 

1 2 

Skip to I.13 
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I.14.  How did you find this work 
Friends found me the job(s)  1 
Family members found them for me 2 
I knocked on doors 3 
I sat on the side of the road and waited for offers 4 
Other (specify)                                                                                                             996 

 
 
I.15.  What did you earn from all casual  
         work during the past month? 
 
 
I.16.  How many hours did you work in casual employment in the past month? 
 
 
I.17.  Would you accept a one-day casual job without                      Yes                   No  
          first asking about the wage?  
 
 
I.18.  What is the lowest daily take-home wage you would be  
           prepared to accept for a casual job? 
 
 
 
I.19. Would you like to have more casual work?  Yes              No   
 
 
 
                I.20.  If no, why not? 

I don’t have time because of domestic duties  1 
I don’t have time because I am in full-time education 2 
I don’t have time because I am in paid employment 3 
I don’t have time because I am self-employed 4 
I don’t have the energy to cope with more casual work 5 
The work is too hard and the pay is bad/ don’t like casual employment  6 
Other (specify)                                                                                                     996 

                        Go to I.22 
 
 
I.21.  If yes, please indicate when you would like to do this kind of work: 
 

I.21.1.  Monday to Friday during the day?                                   Yes                      No 
 
I.21.2.  Monday to Friday during the evenings?                           Yes                      No 
 
I.21.3.  Over the weekend?                                                            Yes                      No 

 
 
 

R 
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1.22.  What kind of employment would you prefer? 
Full-time wage employment 1 
Part-time wage employment 2 
Part-time wage employment and casual employment 3 
Other (specify)                                                                                                           996 

 
 
 
I.23. Have you done any casual work in the past two weeks?     Yes                No 
 
 
I.24.  How many hours did you work (in casual employment) in the  
         past two weeks? 
 
 
I.25. Have you done any casual work in the past week        Yes                    No 
       week (seven days)? 
 
 
I.26. How many hours did you work (in casual employment) 
       during the past seven days? 
 
 
I.27.  Please indicate when you did this work: 
 

I.27.1.  Monday to Friday during the day?                                   Yes                      No 
 
I.27.2.  Monday to Friday during the evenings?                          Yes                      No 
 
I.27.3.  Over the weekend?                                                           Yes                      No 

 
 
 
I.28. What did you earn in total doing casual  
         work during the past seven days? 
 
 
 
I.29.  Have you told us about all your income earning activities in the past month? 
                                                                Yes                           No   
  
 
 
I.30.  If no, please tell us about the job/work and how much you earned   
         I.30.1.  Description ……………………………………………………………….. 
                       …………………………………………………………………………… 
        I.30.2.    Monthly take-home earnings ……………………………………………………… 
                      …………………………………………………………………………… 
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J.  Questions about Helping Other People with their Business 
 
 
 
J.1. Do you ever help other people with their business activities (e.g. helping in a spaza shop, 
helping make food to sell, helping to make clothes to sell etc.).    Yes                 No            
 
 
 
J.2.  How many hours per week, on average, do you do this? 
 
 
J.3.  Is this for: 

Family members in the household  1 
Family members in another household 2 
Friends 3 
Other (specify)                                                                                                       996 

 
 
J.4.  Do you ever get money for this work?                  Yes                    No  
 
 
 
 
 
 
J.7.  Do you ever get given food for doing this work?              Yes                               No 
 
 
J.8.  Do you get accommodation for doing this work?              Yes                              No 
 
 
J.9.  If you ever get any other ‘in kind’ payments, please tell us about them ……………….. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………

1 2
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K.  Reservation Wages 
 
 
K.1.  If the government gave R100 a month to people without jobs, would you rather be: 

Unemployed and get the R100 a month 1 
Have a job paying R715 (take home) a month (and therefore not be eligible for the grant)  2 
Continue earning a living the way I do now (and not be eligible for the grant) 3 
 
 

K.2.  If a government public works programme came to the area (perhaps to cut Port Jackson 
trees on the sand dunes or the mountain) offering R33 a day, would you take a few days work if 
you were unemployed at the time?   
                                                              Yes                            No  
 
     
 
 
  K.3.  If yes, would you work at that wage for as long as possible?        Yes             No 
 
 
 
K.4.  Imagine that an industrial park opened up nearby.  Would you accept any of the following 
jobs at the following (pre-tax) rates of pay (if you were unemployed at the time):   
 
    K.4.1.  A cleaner with a monthly wage of R1081?                          Yes                 No 
 
    K.4.1.  A general worker with a monthly wage of R1438?             Yes                 No 
   
   K. 4.1.  A machine operator with a monthly wage of R1619?         Yes                 No 
 
 
 
K.5.  What is the absolute lowest monthly  take home  
         wage that you would accept for any work (if you 
         were unemployed at the time)? 
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1 

1 2
1 
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L.  Savings, Borrowing and Grants and Investment Income 
 
 
L.1. Do  you give money to a stokvel (or gooi-gooi) each month?   Yes              No   
 
 L.2.  If yes, how much each month?      
 
 
L.3. Do  you give money to a burial society each month?             Yes               No   
 
 L.4. If yes, how much each month?      
 
 
L.5. Are your able to save money in a bank each month?          Yes                 No   
 
 L.6. If yes, how much each month (on average)?      
 
 
L.7.  Do you have any other form of savings activity?               Yes                 No   
 
L.7.1.  If yes, please describe ………………………………………. 
……………………………………………………………………….. 
 
 L.8. If yes, how much each month (on average)?      
 
 
L.9. Do you have any past savings that you are drawing on               Yes               No 
   now to support yourself?  [NB: Include private retirement savings] 
 
L.10.  If so, how long do you expect them to last? 

Less than a month 1 
1-2 months 2 
3-4 months 3 
5-6 months 4 
7-12 months 5 
1-2 years 6 
Until I die 7 
Other (specify)                                                                                                     996 

 
 
L.11.  Do you owe anyone money?                                           Yes                  No   
 
 
 
L.12.  If so, to whom do you owe this money? 

Friends 1 Family 2 
Family and Friends 3 Money lenders 4 
Banks 5 Other (specify)                                                             996 
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L.13.  Please indicate if you are in receipt of any of the following grants: 
Type of Grant Yes No  Amount  Paid 

every
month 

Paid 
every 
two 
months 

L.13.1.  State old age 
pension 

1 2 L13.1.1 R L.13.1.2 3 4 

L.13.2.  Disability pension 1 2 L.13.2.1 R L.13.2.2 3 4 
L.13.3.  Veteran’s pension 1 2 L.13.3.1 R L.13.3.2 3 4 
L.13.4.  Employer’s 
pension 

1 2 L.13.4.1 R L.13.4.2 3 4 

L.13.5.  Workers 
compensation 

1 2 L.13.5.1 R L.13.5.2 3 4 

L.13.6.  UIF 1 2 L.13.6.1 R L.13.6.2 3 4 
L.13.7.  State child support 
grant 

1 2 L.13.7.1 R L.13.7.2 3 4 

L.13.8. Private child 
maintenance grant (from 
father of the child) 

1 2 L.13.8.1 R L.13.8.2 3 4 

L.13.9.  Foster care grant 1 2 L.13.9.1 R L.13.9.2 3 4 
L.13.10. Alimony (from 
divorced spouse) 

1 2 L.13.10.1 R L.13.10.2 3 4 

 
 
L.14. Does anyone else give you money                 Yes                     No  
(which you don’t have to pay back)?   
 
 
L.15.  If yes, how much do you get each month, and from whom? 

 Code for the person giving the money (give p-
code if person is in the household, otherwise 
lover=90, parent=91, child=92) 

 Amount each 
month 

L.15.1  L.15.1.1 R 
L.15.2  L.15.2.1 R 
L.15.3  L.15.3.1 R 

       [Check that this includes all remittances – including those coming in for children] 
 
 
  
L.16.  Please indicate if you have any of the following other forms of income: 

Type of Income Yes No  Amount each 
month 

L.16.1.  Rent 1 2 L.16.1.1 R 
L.16.2. Income from financial investments 1 2 L.16.2.1 R 
L.16.3. Other  1 2 L.16.3.1 R 

 
L.16.4.  If  the respondent answered ‘yes’ to ‘other’ above, please specify …………………….. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………….   

1 2
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M.  PERCEPTIONS OF DISTRIBUTIVE JUSTICE 
 
  

[I am now going to read you some statements.  For each, can you tell your opinion 
about the statement. There are no right or wrong answers to these questions.  If 
you don’t know what you think, please give the answer ‘neither agree nor 
disagree’] 
     Strongly 

disagree 
Dis-
agree 

Neither 
agree 
nor 
disagree 

Agree Strongly 
agree 

M.1.  If you work hard you can get rich in 
South Africa today 

1 2 3 4 5 

M.2.  It is easy for children from poor 
families to get a good education 

1 2 3 4 5 

M.3.  If you get a good education, it is 
easy to become rich in SA now 

1 2 3 4 5 

M.4.  People today are better off than their 
parents were twenty-five years ago 

1 2 3 4 5 

M.5.  The government should ensure that 
all schools are equally good. 

1 2 3 4 5 

M.6.  The government should provide 
better education for children from poor 
families to ensure that they have the same 
opportunities as children from richer 
families. 

1 2 3 4 5 

M.7.  The value of the state old age 
pension should be increased. 

1 2 3 4 5 

M.8.  The government old age pension 
should be increased even if it means that 
people like you have to pay higher taxes. 

1 2 3 4 5 

M.9.  Many poor people are poor because 
they are lazy. 

1 2 3 4 5 

M.10.  Poor people pay too much tax. 1 2 3 4 5 
M.11.  Taxation should be increased so 
that more money is available for the 
government to spend. 

1 2 3 4 5 

M.12.  The government should reduce the 
differences in income between rich and 
poor people. 

1 2 3 4 5 

M.13.  The government should provide 
everyone with a guaranteed basic income 
(like it does for old people through the 
old-age grant).   

1 2 3 4 5 

M.14.  People like you pay too much tax. 1 2 3 4 5 
M.15.  Overall, this country is moving in 
the right direction 

1 2 3 4 5 

M.16.  The government should provide 
free health care.  

1 2 3 4 5 
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 Strongly 
disagree 

Dis-
agree 

Neither 
agree 
nor 
disagree 

Agree Strongly 
agree 

M.17.  The government is doing a good 
job. 

1 2 3 4 5 

M.18.  The government should help the 
unemployed.  

1 2 3 4 5 

M.19. Trade unions look after the 
interests of the unemployed 

1 2 3 4 5 

M.20.  Employers should be allowed to 
hire temporary workers when their 
workforce is on strike. 

1 2 3 4 5 

M.21.  Many people in this country 
receive much less income than they 
deserve. 

1 2 3 4 5 

M.22.  Large companies have too much 
power in South Africa today. 

1 2 3 4 5 

M.23.  Ordinary workers could manage 
companies effectively without bosses.   

1 2 3 4 5 

M.24.  If education was improved then 
there would be less crime.    

1 2 3 4 5 

M.25.  If there was less unemployment 
then there would be less crime 

1 2 3 4 5 

M.26.  The government should play a 
bigger role in running large companies 

1 2 3 4 5 

M.27. The government should spend 
much more on education and health   

1 2 3 4 5 

M.28.  Workers go on strike too often.  1 2 3 4 5 
M.29.  Workers cannot get a fair wage 
unless they go on strike sometimes. 

1 2 3 4 5 

M.30.  It is bad for the economy for 
workers to go on strike.   

1 2 3 4 5 

M.31. People will not take on extra 
responsibilities at work unless they are 
paid to do it.    

1 2 3 4 5 

M.32.  Inequality continues because it 
benefits the rich and the powerful.   

1 2 3 4 5 

M.33.  Large differences in income are 
necessary for South Africa’s prosperity. 

1 2 3 4 5 

M.34.  The country needs more 
investment if the economy is to grow with 
a rising standard of living.  

1 2 3 4 5 

M.35.  Allowing business to make profits 
is the best way to encourage investment.  

1 2 3 4 5 

M.36.  People living with HIV/AIDS are 
afraid to tell other people about it. 

1 2 3 4 5 

 


