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Employment and Unemployment Situation in Sri Lanka
3rd Quarter 2006

(Sri Lanka Labour Force Survey)
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Figure 1 : Distribution of Employed Population 
by main Industry- 3rd Quarter - 2006
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Unemployment
• The number of unemployed persons is estimated as about  
500,000.
• The unemployment rate for this period is reported as 6 .4%.
• The unemployment rate reported for females is 9.8%, and 
4.6% for males.

Table 2 : Unemployment Rates : 2006 (Jan-Sep)
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• There is no statistical significant differences between these 
unemployment rates reported in 2006,  when sampling error is 
considered. 

• However, the declining trend of unemployment has 
continued, and there is a significant decrease of  unemployment 
rates in 2006 when compared with the unemployment rates for 
2003, 2004  and 2005. 

Informal Sector employment  by Agriculture/ 
Non-agriculture sectors (Jan-Sep)  2006

Sri Lanka - employment
Informal  sector -62%  Formal sector – 38%
Agriculture sector employment
Informal sector – 84% Formal  sector  -16%
Non-Agriculture sector employment
Informal sector -51% Formal sector – 49%

62%

38%

There is no statistical significant differences 
between these employment figures reported in 2006,  
when sampling error is considered.

Figure 2 : Unemployment Rates (2003-2006) (Jan-Sep)

Formal sectorInformal sector

Distribution of Informal Sector employment : 2006 (Jan-Sep)

•The total number of employed persons in 
Sri Lanka is estimated as about 7 million in 
the 3rd Quarter 2006.

•Of this total employed population, 42% 
was reported as Services sector 
employment.

•28% belongs to the Industry sector

•30% were engaged in the Agriculture 
sector. 

Table 1 : Distribution of Employed Population 
by main Industry- 3rd Quarter 2006

•However, the unemployment rate among the youth (age 20-
24 yrs) is still high and it was reported as 21.5%.
•Unemployment among the educated youth  G.C.E. A/L) and 
above) is 11.3% 

(Note : Northern and Eastern provinces are not covered)


