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Selected Labour Force indicators (Excluding Northern & Eastern provinces)
(1996 - 2006 Third quarter)

Year

1996 1998 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 Q1 2006 Q2 2006 Q3
Labour force participation rate
by sex
Both sexes 48.6 51.7 50.3 48.8 50.3 49.7 49.6 49.3 51.7 51.1 50.7
Male 65.9 67.5 67.2 66.2 67.9 67.5 67.2 67.3 69.3 68.4 68.0
Female 31.6 36.4 339 31.9 33.6 326 33.0 326 355 354 35.0
by residential sector
Total 48.6 51.7 50.3 48.8 50.3 49.7 49.6 49.3 51.7 51.1 50.7
Urban 44.4 452 449 44.2 46.0 45.1 45.6 46.2 46.3 45.1 451
Rural 49.5 52.7 51.2 49.6 50.9 50.3 50.3 49.7 52.5 52.0 51.5
Unemployment rate
by sex
Both sexes 11.3 9.2 7.6 7.9 8.8 8.1 8.1 7.2 7.2 6.3 6.4
Male 8.2 6.5 5.8 6.2 6.6 6.0 6.0 53 55 49 4.6
Female 17.7 14.0 111 115 12.9 12.3 12.1 10.7 10.1 8.7 9.8
by selected age groups(yr)
20-29 22.0 19.3 17.4 18.4 20.1 19.1 18.6 16.0 16.8 15.3 16.4
20-24 29.1 254 23.0 24.4 27.0 25.8 252 224 224 20.6 215
25-29 14.4 12.4 10.9 11.3 11.6 11.4 11.1 9.4 11.3 10.1 11.9
by selected educational levels
G.C.E.(A/L) & above
Both sexes 19.0 17.5 14.9 15.3 16.8 16.0 15.7 12.2 12.1 10.6 11.3
Male 10.1 9.4 8.8 10.1 10.8 10.1 9.6 7.9 6.8 6.8 6.5
Female 28.3 25.8 215 215 23.0 224 225 17.1 18.6 147 16.5
Employed population
by sex
Both sexes 5536216 6049388 6310247 6235588 6519415 6609466 6704006 6788119 7081435 7073844 7111982
Male 3856411 4004621 4241546 4248877 4395164 4496136 4512082 4546397 4634156 4572623 4628710
Female 1679805 2044767 2068701 1986711 2124250 2113330 2191924 2241722 2447279 2501221 2483272
by industry (perentage)
Total 5536216 6049388 6310247 6235588 6519415 6609466 6704006 6788119 7081435 7073844 7111982
% (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0)
Agriculture 2071764 2378572 2274153 2033343 2247602 2223691 2215282 2059293 2346321 2423036 2122239
% (37.4) (39.3) (36.0) (32.6) (345) (33.6) (33.00 (30.3) (33.1) (34.3) (29.8)
Industry 1217977 1325735 1490795 1491408 1459194 1539035 1663383 1787274 1862896 1791226 2017518
% (22.0) (21.9) (23.6) (23.9 (22.4) (23.3) (248) (26.3) (26.3) (25.3) (28.4)
Services 2246475 2345081 2545299 2710837 2812619 2846740 2825341 2941552 2872217 2859583 2972225
% (40.6) (38.8) (40.3) (43.5) (43.1) (43.1) (42.1) (43.3) (40.6) (40.4) (41.8)
by no. of hours worked per week (percentage)
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0  100.0 100.0 100.0  100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
0 49 5.3 7.2 4.3 5.6 7.3 5.3 49 45 9.6 6.5
1-9 1.8 2.3 1.9 15 15 1.8 1.7 1.6 2.6 2.0 15
10-39 32.0 329 32.7 28.2 32.0 329 28.4 27.9 30.8 28.1 27.3
40+ 61.3 59.6 58.2 66.1 60.9 58.0 64.7 65.7 62.1 60.3 64.8

® Has a job but not at work during the reference week



Selected Labour Force indicators
(1996 - 2006 Third quarter)

Year

1996 1998 2000 2001 2002  2003* 2004** 2005***# 2006 Q1 #2006 Q2 # 2006 Q3
Labour force participation rate
by sex
Both sexes 48.6 51.7 50.3 48.8 50.3 48.9 48.6 48.3 51.7 511 50.7
Male 65.9 67.5 67.2 66.2 67.9 67.2 66.7 67.1 69.3 68.4 68.0
Female 31.6 36.4 33.9 31.9 33.6 314 315 30.9 355 354 35.0
by residential sector
Total 48.6 51.7 50.3 48.8 50.3 48.9 48.6 48.3 51.7 51.1 50.7
Urban 444 45.2 449 44.2 46.0 444 44.9 45.5 46.3 45.1 45.1
Rural 49.5 52.7 51.2 49.6 50.9 49.6 49.2 48.7 52.5 52.0 51.5
Unemployment rate
by sex
Both sexes 11.3 9.2 7.6 7.9 8.8 8.4 8.3 7.7 7.2 6.3 6.4
Male 8.2 6.5 58 6.2 6.6 6.0 6.0 55 55 4.9 4.6
Female 17.7 14.0 111 115 12.9 13.2 12.8 11.9 10.1 8.7 9.8
by selected age groups(yr)
20-29 22.0 19.3 17.4 18.4 20.1 194 19.2 17.2 16.8 15.3 16.4
20-24 29.1 254 23.0 24.4 27.0 26.4 25.9 24.6 224 20.6 215
25-29 14.4 124 10.9 11.3 11.6 114 114 9.5 11.3 10.1 11.9
by selected educational levels
G.C.E.(A/L) & above
Both sexes 19.0 175 14.9 15.3 16.8 16.5 16.8 13.8 12.1 10.6 11.3
Male 10.1 9.4 8.8 10.1 10.8 10.4 105 8.9 6.8 6.8 6.5
Female 28.3 25.8 215 215 23.0 23.3 23.8 19.1 18.6 14.7 16.5
Employed population
by sex
Both sexes 5536216 6049388 6310247 6235588 6519415 7012755 7440226 7518007 7081435 7073844 7111982
Male 3856411 4004621 4241546 4248877 4395164 4833483 5087861 5134765 4634156 4572623 4628710
Female 1679805 2044767 2068701 1986711 2124250 2179272 2352365 2383241 2447279 2501221 2483272
by industry (perentage)
Total 5536216 6049388 6310247 6235588 6519415 7012755 7394029 7518007 7081435 7073844 7111782
% (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0 (100.0)
Agriculture 2071764 2378572 2274153 2033343 2247602 2384397 2474725 2306039 2346321 2423036 2122239
% (374) (39.3) (36.0) (32.6) (34.5) (34.0) (33.5) (30.7) (33.1) (34.3) (29.8)
Industry 1217977 1325735 1490795 1491408 1459194 1611493 1781447 1928014 1862896 1791226 2017518
% (22.0) (21.9) (23.6) (23.9) (22.4) (23.0) (24.1) (25.6) (26.3) (25.3) (28.4)
Services 2246475 2345081 2545299 2710837 2812619 3016866 3137857 3283954 2872217 2859583 2972225
% (40.6) 38.8) (40.3) (43.5) (43.1) (43.0) (424 (43.7) (40.6) (40.4) (41.8)
by no. of hours worked per week (percentage)
Total 100.0 100.0  100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
(U 4.9 5.3 7.2 4.3 5.6 7.5 5.2 4.7 4.5 9.6 6.5
1-9 1.8 2.3 1.9 15 15 1.8 1.6 15 2.6 2.0 15
10 -39 32.0 32.9 32.7 28.2 32.0 32.6 28.7 27.6 30.8 28.1 27.3
40+ 61.3 59.6 58.2 66.1 60.9 58.1 64.5 66.2 62.1 60.3 64.8

® Has a job but not at work during the reference week
*Excluding Northern province
** Excluding Mullativu & Kilinochchi districts

***All the districts are included

# Excluding Northern & Eastern provinces
(Before 2003, estimates excluded both Northern & Eastern provinces)





