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Dear Sir,
SRI LANKA'S CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE - 2002

The Department of Census and Statistics (DCS) 1s in the process of conducting the
Census of Population and Housing 2001. First stage of the Census, namely the mapping of
GN divisions has already been successfully completed by the DCS including the cleared areas
in the Northemn and Eastern provinces of Srilanka. Listing of all the buildings are now in
progress. The enumeration stage of the Population and Housing is scheduled to comnmence
in June 200%. The final Census count has been fixed for June 28, 2001.

The systematic listing approach followed in the Census of Population and Housing ,
forms the basis to conduct the Census of Agriculture which is scheduled for the year 2002,
The last five Censuses of Agrculture were undertaken in the years of 1946, 1952, 1962,
1973 and 1983 respectively. In the Census of Agriculture 1982, the latest in the senes,
about 1.8 million holdings both large and small were covered on a complete enumeration
basis. Since then there was no proper information on structure of the agncultural sector other
than those generated on an ad - hoc basis by different agencies. The Census of Agriculture
which was due in 1992 was not conducted and so was the Census of Population and
Housing of 1991, due to prolonged internal conflict experienced specially in the Northem
and Eastern parts of the country.

Due to the long gap of 20 years since the last Census of Agricuiture was
undertaken, the DCS has faced with the problem of skilled personnel who possess sufficient
practical experience to undertake the responsibilities of conducting the Census as in 1982.
It has therefore become necessary for the DCS to request for guidance and advice on planning
and conducting the census of Agriculture. The methodology to be adopted in the case of
conflict torn areas needs to be reviewed. It is also important to strengthen the cartographic
and data processing capabilities of the DCS and to improve the technical skills of the staff
involved.




It is in this context that I write to you seeking your assistance at this important
- Juncture to overcome some of the above mentioned difficulties in order to have the Census
of Agnculture conducted efficiently and effectively. T would be thankful if an opportunity is
given to discuss further details with you on this matter as early as possible.

Thanking you,

Sincerely, )

/ ................. T
(A.G.W.Nanayakkara)
Director General and Superintendent of Census of Population and Housing
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The Secretary,
Ministry of Finance and Planning,
{
Sri Lanka’s Census of Agriculture 2002

The Department of Census and Statistics has recently concluded the
Census of Population and Housing and the following activities have been
successfully completed, during that operation.

(a) Mapping of GN divisions and carving out census blocks.
(b) Preparing the list frame of all the buildings in the Island, other than a
very few areas in certain districts in the Northern Province.

The systematic listing approach followed in the Census of Population
and Housing 2001 formed the basis to conduct the Census of
Agriculture which is scheduled for the year 2002. The last five
Censuses of Agriculture were undertaken in the years of 1946, 1952,
1962, 1973 and 1982 respectively. In the Census of Agriculture 1982,
the last in the series, about 1.8 million agricultural holdings, both
large and small were covered on a complete enumeration basis.
Since then there was no proper information on the structure of the
agriculture sector other than those generated on an adhoc basis by
different agencies. The Census of Agriculture which was due in 1992
was not conducted as a result of prolonged internal conflict
experienced specially in the Northern and Eastern parts of the

country.



Due to the long gap of 20 vears, since the last Census of
Agriculture the users are undergoing vartous difficulties due to the
absence of data, specially on the structure of the Agncultural Sector,
As such, it extremely important to conduct the Agriculture Census in
the Year 2002. As mentioned earlier, conducting the Census of
Agriculture just after the Census of Population, the cost incurred
would be minimum because the frame built in the Census of
Population could be utilized with minimuem changes.

The preparation of the Questionnaires and Instruction Manuals
of the Census of Agriculture is almost complete. For the preparatory
work a sum of Rs. 2 million was set a part, during the year 2001,

It 1s proposed to conduct the Agricultural Census during the
year 2002, by deploying around 17,000 enumerators, through-out the
Island. Each enumerator will be assigned the data collection activities
within a GN division. In most of the cases enumerators would be
government officers. However, a reasonable re-numeration need to be
paid to them in order to get a quality work done. The total cc.st for the
year 2002 for the activities related to the Census of Agriculture would
be Rs. 67,000,000, which will cover the cost of Printing of 2 million
questionnaires, Training of Census staff, Distribution of forms,
Publicity, ~Payment of enumerators,  Trave ling/Subsistence
Communication etc.

A request was made to the Treasury for funds for this purpose
and I was informed that vour approval i1s necessary to allocate the
necessary funds.

Considering the importance of this operation your approval is
sought to conduct the Census of Agriculture in 2002.

AGW, ianayakkara

Director General
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OFFICE OF THE FAO REPRESENTATIVE IN SR! LANKA AND MALDIVES
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Email: FAO-LKA@Field.fac.org Cable: FGODAGR! Colombo
Tel 580798, 588537 - Fax: 587980

23 February 2001
Ref: ST 27/46

Dear Mr. Nanavakkara,

Sri Lanka’s Census of Agriculture — 2002

This refers to your letter of 13 February 2001 and the telephone conservation that
Mr. Sugathapala of my office had with you this morning.

FAO will be very much pleased to provide technical assistance and guidance for
the conduct of an efficient and effective census of agriculture. I have referred your
request, with my recommendations. to the relevant technical division of FAO and hoping
to receive their positive reaction. I have also suggested that Mr. A M.U. Dissanayaka.
who is scheduled to participate in the forthcoming technical consultation in Bangkok
from 20 to 22 March 2001, be given the opportunity of meeting the relevant technical
officials of the FAO Regional office. in order to receive necessary information. technical
cuidance and if necessary, a short training on selected matters pertaining to your
particular requirements and interest. For this. Mr. Dissanayaka may require to prolong his
stay in Bangkok.

[ shall revert to as soon as more information on his matter 1s available.
With kind regards.

Yours sincerely,

1
Tar I A R

Mazlan Jijsoh
FAO Representaiive

Mr. A.G.W. Nanayakkara

Director General

Department of Census & Statistics
15/12 Maitland Crescent

Colombo 7

C: Dr. P.B. Jayasundara, Secretary, Ministry pf Finance and Planning
Mr. M.F. Mohideen, Director General of External Resources
Mr. A.M.U. Dissanayaka, Deputy Director, Agriculture & Environment Statistics
Division
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