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1.  BACKGROUND

The Ghana Living Standards Survey (GLSS) is a multisubject household
survey carried out by the Ghana Statist ical Service (GSS) in the context
of the World Bank's Social Dimensions of Adjustment (SDA) programme. The
survey began in September 1987 and the 2nd year's operations were completed
in September 1989. The survey design closely followed the SDA intensive
survey design recommended at that period,which was itself largely based on
the World Bank's Living Standards Measurement Survey project.

It was agreed between the GSS and the World Bank late in 1988 that the
3rd year of the project should departsubstant ia l ly  f rom the f i rs t  2 years
by giving much fuller attention to household expenditure and consumption
with some reduction in the other objectives and employing a larger, and more
widespread, sample. In certain respects this was intended as a return to an
earlier survey plan developed with the assistance of ECA and UN advisers
under the African Household Survey Programme.  A joint ECA - World Bank
mission visited Ghana in July-August 1989 at which time a project proposal
was drawn up for the forthcoming Consumption and Expenditure Survey. (It may
be noted, however, that i f  this survey were to be f i t ted into the GLSS
programme without a break in the timing of the programme, such a proposal
Would have to have been completed very early in 1989.)

The present consultant was asked to work with the GSS to prepare a
detailed  technical  plan in line  with the funding proposal in October 1989.
This repor t  is  the resul t .   Whi le  the consul tant  takes responsib i l i ty  for
the report 's reccomendations it  should be stressed that they have been
prepared in close collaboration with the relevant workers at the GLSS; much
of the key work in this report is theirs as well as several of the proposed
solutions to methodological problems,

Section 2 of this report describes the proposed survey structure, that is,
the way in which the interviewers' visits are distr ibuted in space and in t ime
among the sample households.  Section 3 gives the proposed sample design and
Section 4 the operational t imetable,

2. SURVEY STRUCTURE

The basic constraints are those enumerated in the project document.
However, some of these are more flexible than others. We have assumed that
the over-r iding constraint is the use of no more than 10 vehicles for use by
the survey field teams.  Within this framework the document proposes the  use
of ten 7-person teams constituted thus:

1  s u p e r v i s o r
3   i n te rv iewers
1  anthropometrist
1  d r i ve r
1  data entry operator
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