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Ethiopian Rural Household Survey 
Community Questionnaire 

Round 6 
Instructions to enumerators: The community survey is a very important component of the overall household survey.  
For this questionnaire, the community is defined as the peasant association (PA), but we want to know information 
about locally well-defined neighborhoods as well.  Most of the information needed can be obtained from sources 
within the PA.  Interview at least three people, perhaps together, who are knowledgeable about the community 
(e.g., community leaders, PA chairmen, elders, priests, teachers) including at least one woman.  A few items, 
however, will need to be obtained from outside the PA.  These are highlighted below.  In general, when there is 
uncertainty regarding an answer, record the details in notes to the questionnaire. 
 
A. Site Identification     

 
[1] Name of enumerator:  

 

 
[2] Date of interview (dd/mm/yy) 

 
/            / 

 
[3] Name of Survey Site: 

 

 
[4] Survey Site ID Code (as used for HH questionnaires): 

 

 
[5] Name of PA: 

 

 
[6]        Number of households in the PA 

 

 
[7] Number of villages in the PA: 

 

 
[8] Names of all the villages/neighborhoods/got/Kushet in the Peasant Association  
 

Code  Name 
 
 
 

01  

02  

03  

04  

05  

06  

07  

08  

09  

10  

11  

12  

13  

14  
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B. Location and Access    
 

 
[1] Name of nearest town? 

 
 

 
[2] How far is the town: from the center of the PA? 

 
_______ kilometers  

 
[3] Since E.C. 1990, has access to other towns improved 

due to better road conditions? 

 
1 Yes 
2 No 

 
[4] Since E.C. 1990, has access to other towns improved 

due to increased transportation availability? 

 
1 Yes 
2 No 

 
 
We would like to ask some questions about all the three most 

important roads linking the village to towns in different 
directions. 

Road 1 Road 2 Road 3 

[5] Where does the road lead to? (Name town road leads to.) 
 

   

[6] What is the road made off? Codes at bottom page 
 

   

[7] How good is access via this road to and from the village in the rainy 
season?  

   

[8] How good is access via this road to and from the village outside the 
rainy season? 

   

[9]   In 1987 E.C., how good was access via this road to and from the 
village in the rainy season? 

   

[10] In 1990 E.C., how good was access via this road to and from the 
village in the rainy season? 

   

[11] In 1992 E.C., how good was access via this road to and from the 
village in the rainy season? 

   

Codes for [6] 
1 TARMAC/CONCRETE 
2 STONES 
3 GRIND= 
4 DIRT TRACK 
5 OTHER 

 Codes for [9] to [11] 
1 WELL ACCESSIBLE TO ANY VEHICLES 
2 REASONABLE ACCESS TO ANY VEHICLES 
3 GOOD ACCESS TO TRUCKS AND BUSES 
4 REASONABLE ACCESS TO TRUCKS AND BUSES 
5 ACCESS TO CARTS/ANIMALS 
6 ONLY WALKING 
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C. Water and Electricity   
 

 
[1] Does the PA have access to electricity? 

 
1  Yes 
2  No → [3] 

 
[2] What year (E.C.) was electricity installed? 

 
19 __ __ 

 
[3] Does the nearest town have access to electricity? 

 
1  Yes 
2  No  

 
[4] Does the PA have access to public piped water? 

 
1  Yes 
2  No → [6] 

 
[5] What year (E.C.) was the piped water installed? 

 
19 __ __ 

 
[6] What is the most important source of drinking water in 

the community during the dry season? (Circle only one 
answer, unless other sources are of equal importance)  

 
1  Piped water 
2  Wells / Boreholes 
3  Spring 
4  Lake  
5  River 
6  Rain 
7  Other 

 
[7] What are the other sources of drinking water during the 

dry season? (More than one answer is possible.) 

 
1  Piped water  
2  Wells / Boreholes 
3  Spring 
4  Lake  
5  River 
6  Rain 
7  Other 

[8]        Since E.C. 1990, has access to drinking water 
improved? 

1 YES 
2 NO 

 
[9] Since E.C. 1990, how many new wells and boreholes 

have been constructed in this PA (including any that 
are no longer in operation)?  

 
1  Yes    
2  No→ [Section D] 

 
[10] How many of these new wells and boreholes are 

currently in operation?  

 
1  Yes    
2  No→ [Section D] 
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D.  Services 
 
Typically many of these services, schools in Section E, and health facilities in Section F, are located in the town (or Urban 
Dwellers Association) nearest the PA.  If this town is surrounded by the PA villages then the services can be listed as being 
within the PA.  Otherwise, their distance to the center of the PA should be recorded. 

 
[1] 

 
[2] 
 
 Number within the PA? 

 
[3] 
 
What is the distance 
to closest one 
outside the PA from 
PA center? (km) 

 
[4]  
In the last 5 years, has 
access to these 
services improved, 
stayed the same or 
deteriorated? 
1 IMPROVED 
2 STAYED EQUAL 
3 DETERIORATED 

 
[5] 
In the five preceding 
years, between 1986 
and 1991 EC, has 
access to these 
services improved, 
stayed the same or 
deteriorated? 
1 IMPROVED 
2 STAYED EQUAL 
3 DETERIORATED 

 
Telephone service 

 
If "0" [3]    

 
Post office 

 
If "0" [3]    

 
Bank 

 
If "0" [3]    

 
Agriculture extension office 

 
If "0" [3]    

 
Agricultural Cooperative 

 
If "0" [3] 

   

 
NGO Office 

 
If "0" [3] 

   

 
Daily market 

 
If "0" [3]    

 
Periodic (at least 1 per week) market 

 
No. of days/week:            

 
Veterinary medicine 

 
If "0" [3] 

   

 

 
E.  Education 
 
[1] 

 
[2] 
 
Number within PA  

 

 
[3] 
What is the 
distance to 
closest one 
outside the PA 
from PA center? 
(km) 

 
[4] 
In the last five years, 
has the QUALITY of this 
type of facility: 
1 IMPROVED 
2 STAYED EQUAL 
3 WORSENED 

 
[5] 
In the five preceding 
years, between 1986 and 
1991 EC, has the 
QUALITY of this type of 
facility: 
1 IMPROVED 
2 STAYED EQUAL 
3 WORSENED 

 
 

 
At present 

 
E.C. 1992 

 
 

  
 

 
Primary school  

     

 
Junior school 

     

 
High school 

     

 
Parochial / Koranic 
school  

     

 
Adult literacy program: 
number of times offered 
past 12 mos. 

 
 
times 

 
 
times 

   

 
 
 
     

 
Government 

 
PA 

 
NGOs/Int'l 
Agencies 

 
Private 

Companies 

 
Other 

Private 
 
[6a] Since E.C. 1990 how many primary 

schools were constructed in the PA 
by….? 

 
 

    

 
[6b] Since E.C. 1990 how many other 

schools were constructed in the PA 
by….? 
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F.  Health Services 
Darkened in response boxes should not be completed. 
 
 
[1] 

 
[2] 
 
Number within PA  

 

 
[3] 
What is the 
distance from the 
PA center to the 
closest one 
outside the PA? 
(km) 

 
[4] 
In the last five years, has 
the QUALITY of the 
facilities of this type 
usually used by the 
community: 
1 IMPROVED 
2 STAYED EQUAL. 
3 WORSENED 

 
[5] 
In the five preceding 
years, between 1986 and 
1991 EC, has the 
QUALITY of this type of 
facility: 
1 IMPROVED 
2 STAYED EQUAL 
3 WORSENED 

 
 

 
At 

present 

 
E.C. 1990 

   
 

 
Government hospital  

     

 
Private hospitals 

     

 
Government 
clinics/health posts  

     

 
Private clinics/health 
posts 

     

 
Pharmacy 

     

 
Traditional healers 

     

 
 
 
G.  NGO Activity 
Ask about all NGO activity since E.C. 1990.  In doing so, it is useful to prompt with activity associated with recent crises, as 
well as the list of NGO names provided to ensure no projects are overlooked. 
 
 
[1] 
 
Name 

 
[2] 
 
Code 

 
[3] 
 
Year first 
started any 
activity 

 
[4] 
 
Year ended 
activity 

 
[5] 
 
Number of 
years active 
(total) 

 
[6] 
 
Type of assistance provided 
 
1  Technical 
2  Credit 
3  Education 
4  Public works: cash-for-work 
5  Public works: food-for-work 
6  Food aid 
7   Others specify 

 
 

       

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
CODES - NGOs 
 
01 ADRA (Adventist Dev/Relief    Agency) 
02 ACDI (Agric. Coop Dev. Int'l) 
03 Africare 
04 AIDAB (Australian Int'l    Dev Asst Bank) 
05 Redd Barna 
06 CARE 
07 Catholic Relief Services 
08 CIDA (Canadian Int'l Dev. Agency) 
09 Feed the Children 
10 Food for the Hungry Int'l 

 
11 Lutheran World Federation 
12 OXFAM 
13 Project Concern Int'l 
14 Relief Society of Tigray  
15 Save the Children 
16 UNHCR 
17 WFP (World Food Program) 
18 World Vision Relief and Dev. 
19. micro finance institutions/ DECSI, ACSI, 
Wisdom, Sidama, oromia??/ 
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H.  Production and Marketing 
 
 

Institute 
 

 
Government 

 
PA 

 
NGOs/Int'l 
Agencies 

 
Private 

Companies 

 
Other 

Private 

[1] Did (..institute..) sell / distribute improved 
seeds / hybrids this year? And in E.C. 
1992? 

     

[2] Did (..institute..) sell / distribute improved 
livestock breeds this year? And in E.C. 
1992?  

     

[3] Did (..institute..) provide agricultural 
extension services this year? And in 
E.C. 1992? 

     

[4] Did (..institute..) provide agricultural credit 
this year? E.C. 1992?  

     

Codes 
1 The recent main harvest year (1995/96 EC) 
2 Both 1995/96 EC and 1991/92 EC 
3 EC 1991/92 but not 1995/96 EC  
4 neither year 

     

 
[5] Are cooperatives currently active here? 
   1     YES                       2    NO 

  

 
 
I. Migration 

 
[1] Do people from this community migrate for work at certain times of 

the year? 

 
1  Yes   
2  No→[5] 

 
[2] Where do people usually go? (Write the region below and indicate if 

this is migration to an urban area)  
 
___________________________              Urban      Yes  /  No 
 
___________________________              Urban      Yes  /  No 
 
___________________________              Urban      Yes  /  No 
 

 
 

[3] What type of work do they usually look for? 1  Agriculture  
2  Non-agriculture 

[4] Do people from other communities migrate into this community for 
work at certain times of the year? 

1  Yes 
2  No→[6] 

[5] What type of work do they usually look for? 1  Agriculture 
2  Non-agriculture 

[6] Since E.C. 1990, have more people moved to this community, or 
have more people moved away? 

1  More arrivals than departures 
2  More departures than arrivals 
3  About the same 
4  Neither  

[7] Has anyone in the PA been offered to be resettled as part of the 
current resettlement program? 

1 Yes 
2 No  [11] 

[8] Has anyone in the PA been resettled outside the PA as part of the 
current resettlement program? 

1 Yes 
2 No  [11] 

[9] Number of households resettled 
 

 
 

[10] Number of households that returned  
 

[11] Has anyone arrived in the PA as part of the resettlement program? 1 Yes 
2 No  [Next Section] 

[12] Number of households resettled in the PA 
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I. Wages 
If daily wages are not used, describe the terms of the most common contracts employed including how payment is made and 
whether food and lodging are included.  If possible, place a value on the latter items. 
 Daily wage rate (Birr) Contracts and Payments 

 
Adult male 

 
Adult female 

 
Children 

 
Land preparation 

    

 
Planting 

    

 
Weeding and maintenance 

    

 
Harvesting 

    

 
Livestock herding/watering 

    

     
 
Unskilled non-farm work  

    

 
carpentry     
 
Masonry     
 
Guard      
 
Stone mining      
 
Others (specify  
 
 

    

 
 
J. Producer Prices 
After the last harvest, what was a typical price received by a farmer for the sale of the five most important crops grown and sold 
in this PA 
 
Crop 

 
Price 

 
Unit 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
K. Assistance during last drought 
1. Were there public works programmes (food-for-work or 
cash for work) operating in this PA between Meskerem 1995 
(EC) and Miazia 1995 (EC)? 
1   YES                  2  NO 

 

2. Were there public works programmes (food-for-work or 
cash for work) operating in this PA between Miazia 1995 (EC) 
and today? 
1   YES                  2  NO 

 

3. (If either 1 or 2 are YES), what are the criteria by which 
work is allocated to members of this PA? List the four most 
important from most to less important.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

4. Was there any distribution of free food in this PA between 
Meskerem 1995 (EC) and Miazia 1995 (EC)? 
1   YES                  2  NO 

 

5. Was there any distribution of free food in this PA between 
Miazia 1995 (EC) and today? 
1   YES                  2  NO 
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6. (If either 1 or 2 are YES), what are the criteria by which free 
food is allocated to members of this PA? List the four most 
important from most to less important.  
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