
/ MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE & FOOD SECURITY 

ADP·SP ON FARM MONITORING 

QUESTIONNAIRE FOR LEAD FARMERS 
(Conservation Farming - March I April Visit) 

C AIDENTFCATION " '. '·.r_;-:,!~"'~ . ,:" '" . , .. . 
A01 District I=Bala1<8 2=Chikwawa 3=Neno 4=Rumpl1l 

A02 EPA Name EPA Number 

A03 Section Name Section Number 

A04 Village Name Village Number , 
AOS Household Number From Household Usring 

A06 Dale of monitoring visit Day I Month 

A07 Name 01 lead farmer 

Aoa Gender of lead farmer I=Male 2=female 

A09 Relationship to Household 
Head (HH) 

I=HH 1=8rotherlSister of HH 
2=HusbBndlvVife of HH 4= Other (specify) 

A10 

A11 

Name of HH 

How were you selected to be a lead farmer? Please explain the seleclion process, and why you were chosen as peer farmer. 

I 
L 


I- I 


L I 


I...LI 


LLLI 


I_LLI 


LLlILLI 


L I 

I 
lA12 How many years have you worked as a lead farmer? Numbe r of years 1_1-1 

All As a lead farmer, do you work in any other 'li11ages? I=Yes 2=No L I I l f~. "' A17 
A14 What village(s)? Please record name(s) of vtnage(s) Na",. Dis tance (kms) 

and distance from lead farmers home 
L L I · I_ I 

I_Ll .LI 
A06 What is your usual form of transport when working 1=walking 4=public tronspolf 

as lead fanner? 2=push bike 5:olher (specify) 
3= mot()(c~cle I I 

A08 How many times have you met the AEDO during Recoro number 01 times. 
the current growing season (August 2009 to date) . 
for agricultural activities? LLI 

A09 When was the last time you met the AEDO fOf an Dey I Month / Year 
agri cultural activity? LUILU ILUJ...J 

Al0 What training have you received during the currenl 9rowing season (August 2009 to dale)? 
Please list aI/trainings. from any source (NGO, Ministry, etc). For each training, record description, illdicate the name and type of source and 
the month.lyear of training, 

Descn"ption of treining Source Name Source Code (use 
codeIisr beIo~) Month / Yeer 

Training 1: 

Training 2: 

Training 3' 

Training 4: 

Codelist: Information Source I1=MoAFS training 2:NGO 3= AEDC 4= SchooI 5=NASFAM 6=Pnvale sedor company 7~0l"'" (specify) 

. . 



know 01 

heard of pi! planting? If yes, 

~•. ,... ..•. ':f. 
..,.. io" •• - "'f_ /w .:.c.. 

COl About what proportion of farm families in your village know 1=AH 

aboul pit planting? 2=Most (8bouI 75%) 
3=Halr (9bout 50%) 
4=Some (about 25", 
!FNooe I I 

CO2 About what proportion of farm families in your village practiced 1=AJI 

pit planting on any plot during the current growing season? (If 2=MosI (sboul 75") 
exact number of farm families known, write that in instead of FHaif ratJaA 5IJlI) 

code) 4=Some (aboul 25") 
I I!F""", 

COl Have you trained farmers in this village on pit planting thIS growing season (from August 2009 to date)? Please len me an acbvities you did 
10 train farmers (i.e. farm visits, group trainings, demonstration siles, etc), wnat month you did them, and howmany farmers were involved. 

Description of actJ"vtfy Month n 01 farmers ~ initiated the training? 
involved 1=AEDO 

2=Lelld farmer 
3=Peer farmer 
4=F~·;~riV9nl 

0) 
U_I L_U I I 

b) 
1 1 1 1 I I I I 

c) 
LU LU I I 

d) 
L 1 1 1 " 1 I I 

Co. Wbal do you think are the most common reasons farmers in this village adopt it planting? Please lisl up 10 3 reasons. 

Reasoo 1.­

Reason 2. 

ReaSQfl3: 


COS I lNhat do you think are the most common reasons farmers in this village do nol adopt it planting? Please list up to 3 reasons. 


Reason 1: 


Reason 2. 

Reason 3: 

-




: INT ACTI NWITHPEER ARM i" '_ ' ' 'J' •'=. .'-'!' , \', .:, ..' .... ~ .i·' :rj:vw:",4.:~~~~~.\' 4'lV-'tt'M' 
001 The ExtenSion OepartmenllS piloting the concept of "peer farmers · f= Yes 

Are yOU familiar with thaI concept? 2=No -J SkiD to Section E I I 
002 Are you working wllh any peer farmers in the VIllage? f=Yes 

2=No ~ SkiD to Section E '-_I 
003 How many peer farmers do you wOO with? Record number ofpeer farmers I I 
004 Please list the names of the peer farmers: I} 

2} 

3} 
4} 

5} 

005 Have you trained the peer farmers on pit planting? f-Yes 

I2=No ~ skip /0 Section E '­
006 When did you train the peer farmers on pit planting? !=s9COl!d h8ft August 7=second haJf November 

2=firsl half September /F=filS/ half December 
3=second half SepJembM 9=sscond half December 
4=fi(51 half October 1000lfler 
5=second half OctOber 11=not yet trained 
6=firsl fl811 November I I 

007 Did you do any follo w up trainings with the peer farmers? If yes, Record numb&rof follow-up trainings. If none. wn'le O. 
how many? I I 

DOB lNhat methods have you used to train the peer farmers on pit planting? IPlease list all training activities, record description 
8nd month. 

Training 
Description of training activity_ Month 

AClh';ly 1: 

Training 
Activity 2: 
Training 

Activily 3: 
009 Ofl a scale of 1 10 4, where 1 is very unsuccessful ancl4 is very successful, how 1=vet)' unsuccessful 

would you rale your experience working with peer farmers to promote pit planting? l-somewha/ unsuccessful 
3"somewtla/ successfui 
4"'verv successful I I 

010 Why do you give that rating? 

SECTION E: PLOT MANAGEMENT INFORMATION 

E01 Old you use planting pits in any of your 
plots? 

1=Yes 
2=No I-I 

I If 2 II> 003. You must ,WI do site 
visits. Choose to visit any 2 pklts 
where the farmer is growilg maize. 

E02 How many plots did you apply compost 
manure to? 

Number ofplots 

1--1 

Plot 1 

If 1or 2plots, visit each and fill out tht 
rest ofStet S. If moRII than 2, chooSI 
2 to visit. 

I PIoI2 

E02 Alea or pIol (THIS SHOULD BE PACED! 
FARM VISIT REQUIRED!) 

Record both quantify and units. 
f=Aaes 2=Hecfares 

Ouantity Un;' Quantify Un;' 

E03 How is the land prepared on this plot? 	 "Ridged 

2=Plaflfing Pits 

3=Minimum Tillage 

4=loro Tillago 

5=F18t filled 

6=Othor (specify) 


em,E04 How far apart are the ridges 

E05 l /J.Je ridges aligned along the contour? !l=Yes 
l=No , 

E06 
, 

00 what date did you plant thiS plot? 	 Daylmonrh 

=.---	 • - -. 

1-1 LI_I LI 1-1· 1-1-1 LI 

t'2, I."". 
I-I 

I­ I 

I­ I I 

1-1- 1' 1-1- 1 



r E07 lNhat crops have you planted in this plot? Use crop codes (last page), 

EOS Date of plant emergence? 

I~ ]i E09 How many maize plants per planting COUNT MAIZE PiANTS 
station? 

I ' -. 
Ei0 VoIhal is the distance between planting Cms 

~ stations? __ 

E11 Have you weeded the plot? Answer yes I=yes 2=Na 

!--!.:.even if the crop faile::d~~~:-:e<i"'9...---I-::-
E12 When did you start the first weeding? D<ly I Month 

Howmany people were involved and for 
how many days? 

Ask specifically about each 

category. 

E14 Did you weed a second lime? 1=Yes 

E2l 

did you start? 

many people were involved in 

I••>edio900dfor how many days? 

Did you weed a third time? 

did you weed the third time? 

people were in volved in 

I we>edh'9 and for how many days? 

scale of 1 to 4, how 
I weeded is this plol? 

Day/Month 

Ask specirlCaNy aboul each 

categcxy. 

1=Yes 2=No 

Day / Month 

: 1:compIe/ely weed free 
2==few weeds 
J=quile 8/01 of weeds 

OBSERVE: Overall, on a scale of 1 - 4, l=very unhealthy 
in which 1 is very unhealthy and 4 is 2==somewhet unhealthy 

. . 3=somewhat healthy 

this plol? 

Crop 1.1-1_ 1 Crop 1. 1_ 1_ 1 
Crop 2 1-1_ 1 Crop 2: 1-1-1 
ClOP 3: 1-1_ 1 ClOp 3: 1-1_ 1 

1- 1- 1/1­ 1-1 1_ 1_ 1/ 1-1_ 1 

l I- I U 

1_ 1-1-1 1-1_ 1_ 1 

1-1 U 
r­

1-1_111_1_ 1 I_ U/I_ U 

p",,,, D,,, p­

"'" M", 

w_ 

I-I 1-1 

1_ 1-1/1_1-1 I_ U 11-1-1p­ "''' 
p-

"'" "'" 
w""'" w""'" 

Boys«l-4) Boys«14) 

I 

1-1 1-1 

1_ 1_ 1/1-1_1 1_1_ 1/1-1_ 1 

w,"'" 

LI 1---1 

healthy, how would you rale the maize In 14=lIel}' healthy 

c::-:-:-+:-:-:-ccc -_+--_ 1=-=,­1- ----''--_----'==-__ 
E22 ASK: How does the health of,the maize ! l =much healthier/han allerage 1 

in this plot compare to the maize you are 2=a little more healthy 
. . 3=average (other plots similar)

growing on average (In all plots)? 14:=8 Utile i6ss healthy 

~ ____,,"__-moch less healthy __--1 ___1- 1 I-I 



SECTION F: USE OF CONSERVATION FARMING TECHNOLOGIES ' •. ., ," 
Answer the following questions for the same two plata •• In Section B above. 

Piol1 Plot 2 

F01 . you used any herOOde on ,h;s Ir'Yes I- I 1-12=No 
..--- . ­ --- -_.. 
( 02 IOate of herbicide application? Dey ' -'__ 1-1_1/1-1-1 LI-I/ L I-I 

Method of application Write in response ~--I 

F04 Did you apply mulch to this plOI? 1=Yes l=No 
1-1 

F05 What malerial did you use for mulch? 1: maize crop residue 
I- I 1-1 

F06 DO NOT ASK: Is there sllil mulch visible 1:Yes l=No 
on the ground in th is plol? 

IF07 DO NOT ASK: How much of the ground 
1-1-1-1% 1-1-1-1% . this plot is covered by mulch? 

FDa NOT ASK: 011 a scale of 1 to 4, how seegroond 
is the mulch applied? appIief1, bu/ scme gaps 

1-1 1-13=somewhat sparse 

F09 small waler channels Of other, 
of erosion visible in this plot? l>No I- I LII 

F10 Howseverely is the plot affected by 1=1.'EII}' severely 
topsoil) 

1-1l=romewhal severely aff9ded 1-1 
affected 

~ 
Ask these questions It the farmers Is using planting pita In the plot. Note that the questions refer to the same plots 
from previous sect/on. 

G01 Slope of land 1=Vetysteep 
1=ModemIeIy sleep 
:J= Flat L I u 

G02 Are the pits aligned along the contour? 1=Yes 2=No U u 
G03 Are Ihe plan ling pits sJaggered (Iayoul)? I=Yes l>No U u 
G04 'Mlat crop(s) were plaoted 11'1 the pilS? Use crop codes below. 

GOS How many seeds were planted in each pit? Number of seeds, by ClOp 

Crop 1: 
Crop 2: 

Crop 1: 
Crop 2: 

L I_ I 
1_1-1 

LI-1 
LI-1 

Crop1: 
Crop 2: 

I Crop 1: 

LJ_I 
1_ 1-1 

1_1-1 
Crop 2: LJ-1 

l 
I 
I 

< 
G06 

GOT 

GOS 

Are any other crops planted around the pits? I=Yes 

Specify CtOp Use crop codes below 

Is the size of the pilS conslslen t? 1=Yes l>No 

I-I 
Crop 1: 
Crop 2: 

I-

1-1- 1 
I_LI 

I 

!LJ_ _ _ 

Crop1: LLI 
Crop 2: LLI 

I-I 

- , 



---

G09 Dimensions of pits. MEASURE OIREcn Y 
centimeters 

Length 

1__1-1 

Width 

1__1-1 

Depth 

1__1-1 

Length 

1-1__1 

Width 

1__1-1 

Depth 

1-1__1 

G10 Is spacing of pils consistent? ANSWER BY DIRECT 
OBSERVATION 
I=Yes 2=No 1-1 1-1 

G11 How far apart are the pits (from center to 
center)? 

MEASURE DIRECn Y 
centlme/ers 1-1__1-1 LLI-I 

G12 How many people for how many days worked to Number of people and People Days People Days 
number of days,prepare the pits? 

1__1-1 1__1-1 1__1-1 LI-I 
G13 How much of the work was done by women? Percentage 

1__1-1% 1__1-1% 

Plot 1 1Plot 2 

In total, howmuch of the maize you planted completely fa ited (i.e nothing wilt be Record quantity and Quantity10' 
units. Use unit codes f---'-------f-- ­
below. If none, wn'te 00. LI_I_I I_LI 

harvested) due to lack of rain? 

, how much of the maize you planted was damaged (wilted. stunted. poorly103 Record quantity end Quantity 
t due to lack of rain? ATrENT/ON: do not include the area thai units. US9 unit codes f---'---- - - - f-- ­

crop is damaged but some harvest will . If none, write 00. 
·LLI I_ I 

104 Did you /epl8f1t maize on any plot? I=Yes 
2=No 

105 Please specify reason for replaming: 

106 'MIa! was the total replanted area? quantity and Quantity 
Use uml codes 
If none, write 00. 

Has the maize in this plOI ooen affected by army worms?107 
2:No 

LI 

t size area was affected? Record quanlity and
r' Quan/ity Units 

1I1l1/s. Use Unit codes 
belOW, If none. wnle 00. lu _ u I_U U 

wha! proport ion 01 the maize was affected? [' NSWER MUST BE 
BASED ON DIRECT ~__I_LI % 
OBSERVATION 

UNIT CODES 


17kilograms 2=50 kg bag 3=10lbucket 4=20l bucket 5=ox cart 6=olher {specify) 



