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To users of the 1980 through 2006 Consumer Expenditure Public Use Microdata Files:  

An error was found in the Interview (FMLI) and Diary (FMLD) family files. 

Addenda for the years 1996 - 2006 are available in their respective Addenda folders found in the 
INTRVW and DIARY data downloads. For years prior to 1996, please contact the Division of 
Consumer Expenditure Survey using the contact information found at the end of this erratum.

FMLI file: 
The following Interview Files were affected: 

Variables affected:  HHID 

Fixes: 

New HHIDs have been created for the files from 1990 onward. Prior to 1990, due to issues with the ID variables, 
we will not be creating the addendum files. The addendum files include all values for HHID. These variables can 
be linked to the public-use files using NEWID.

These files are available online back to 1996. To request the “HHID addendum files” for years prior to 1996, 
please contact the Consumer Expenditure Survey (CE) and specify the year and survey (Interview and/or Diary) 
for which you need the addendum files. For these requests or for more information, contact the Consumer 
Expenditure Survey at:

Variables affected:  Every variable in each of the files. 

Due to an error in processing, select records are missing from these files. Records where the CU 
indicated that they had an expense for pre-paid cellular minutes (PRPYCELL = '1'), but they did not 
have an expense for pay phones (PYPHONE = ‘2’) or pre-paid phone cards (FONCARD = '2') are 
missing from the file. The corresponding UCCs (270101, 270102, and 270104) and expenditure 
amounts in the MTBI files were not affected by this error. 

We apologize for any inconvenience this has caused. If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate 

All family files (FMLIyyq.*, FMLYIyyq.*, FMLYQyyq.*) for years 1980-2006.

FMLD file: 
The following Diary Files were affected: 

All family files (FMLDyyq.*, FMLYDyyq.*) for years 1980-2006.

It was discovered that the household identifier (HHID) on the family files for both Interview (FMLI) and Diary 
(FMLD) was created incorrectly. HHID is designated to link CUs that live in the same census household 
together. In a handful of cases each quarter, some CUs are grouped together that did not live in the same 
household.
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