
 1 

 
 
Questionnaire No……… 
 
 

 
 

MIGRATION AND URBANISATION SURVEY – THE GAMBIA 2008/9 
 

VILLAGE QUESTIONNAIRE (KEY INFORMANT  INTERVIEW) 

1.0 IDENTIFICATION 
 

1. LGA: ………………………………………………………………… {       } 
 

2. DISTRICT:  …..……………………………………………………… {       }    
 

3. WARD:…………………………………………………… 
 

4. VILLAGE:……………………………………………….. 
 

5. GPS COORDINATES:,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
 

6. ENUMERATION AREA NUMBER: …………………………………………… 
 

7. Name of Village Head:…………………………… 
 

8. Date of Interview:…………………………………… 
 
RESPONDENTS (Please include the Village Headteacher and the Village Health 
Worker in the Key Informant Interview) 
 

N0 Name & Surname of Respondents Sex Age Position / Responsibility in 
the Village M F 

1      
 

2      
 

3      
 

4      
 

5      
 

6  
 

    
 

 
 
 
 
 

REPUBLIC OF                                         THE GAMBIA 
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NAME                         DATE                 SIGNATURE 
 
Interviewer ……………………………………../…………………./…………………………….. 
 
Supervisor ……………………………………../……………………./…………………………… 
 
Observation by supervisor.………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………. 
…………………………………………………………………………. 
…………………………………………………………………………. 
…………………………………………………………………………. 
…………………………………………………………………………. 
 
2.0 LOCATION 
 
2.1. In what year was the village founded? ................. 
 

2.2 What is the distance of the village from the administrative Headquarters (in KM)?   
 

2.3  What is the nature of the main road /access to the village? 
 

Road Permanent  Temporary 
1. Tarred road   
2. Laterite road    
3. Waterway   
4. Small bush path   

 

3.0 TRANSPORTATION 
 
3.1 Frequency of Vehicles plying the Village  
 

1. Daily   {     } 
2. Sometime   {     } (one or twice in a week) 
3. Weekly   {     } 
4. Rarely    {     } 
5.  Not Often   {     } 

4.0 SOCIO – ECONOMIC SITUATION 
 
4.1 Ethnic group that founded the village:………………… 
  

4.2 The three main ethnic groups in the village by order of size? 
  1……………………………. 
  2……………………………. 
  3……………………………. 
 
4.3 What is the main language spoken in the village……………………………  
 
 
 
4.4 Is there a school in the village? 
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        1. Yes  2. No skip to 4.6 
 
4.5 If yes when was the school opened (or the first School)………… year 
 

4.6 If no, what is the distance of the nearest school to the village (in km)………  
 
4.7 Number of classrooms in the school…………..  
 
4.8 Highest level of schooling in the village 
 
1. Nursery    {     } 
2. Lower Basic School {     } 
3. Upper Basic School {     } 

4. Senior Secondary School {     } 
5. Tertiary School   {     } 

 
 4.9 Are there other educational establishments in the village?  
 
  1. Yes  2.  No. Go to 4.11 
 
4.10 If yes, what are they?  
 

1: Quranic School     
2: Functional Literacy      
 

4.11. Is there a health facility in the village?  
 
  1. Yes  go to 4.13  2. No 
 
4.12. What is the distance to the nearest health facility to the village (in Km?) 
 

1 less than a km  {     } 
2  1 - 2 Km   {     } 

 3.  3 - 4 Km   {     } 
 4  5 – 7 km   {     } 

5.  More than 7 Km     {      } 
7.         Don’t know            {     } 

 
 
4.13.  What type of Health Care facility is in the village or closest to the village? 
 
1. Major Health Centre
2. Minor Health Centre   
3. Hospital      
4. Primary Health Post 

5. Private Clinic     
6. Private Pharmacy  

       
4.14 Is the village an infested zone?  (1)Yes,  2 No 
 
 If yes, which of the following? 
 
1.  Bilharziasis  } 
2. Trachoma      
3. Cataracts    

4. Sleeping Sickness   
5. Malaria 
7. Others (specify)…………………. 
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4.15 What is the main source of drinking water for the village? 
 
1. Piped water (into house, yard or plot 
2. Public standpipe 
3. Tube well/borehole with pump .........  
4. Well without pump 

5. Surface water (river/bolong) .........  

6. Bottled water/ sealed plastic 
sacs................................................  
 7. Other (specify)…………………

 
4.16  Is water always available and adequate in the village?  
 
.  Yes, adequate   2. No  3.  Yes, inadequate  
 
4.17 If no, or inadequate, for how many months in the year is water available? 
 
 1.  1 – 2 months   
 2.  3 – 4 months   
 3.   5 – 6 months   
 4. Above 6 months  
 
4.18 Is there any electricity in the village?  
 
  1. Yes   2. No  
 
4.19 If yes, since when?   _ _ _ _ year  
 
4.20 Does the village have a Community Action Plan (CAP)? 
 
1. Yes {     },seen   2.Yes {     },not seen  3. No {     } 

 
4.21 Does the village encounter any problems with local authorities?  
 
          1.       Yes {     }   2. No {     } 
  
4.22 If yes, with who? 
 

1. Governor   
  2.  Chief   
  3.       NAM   
  4.       Councilor   
 
Please explain……………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
4.23 What are the leisure activities in the village? 
 
  1. Folklore group   {     } 
  2. Theatre group    {     }  
  3. Sports team   {     }  
  4. Cinema/Video Shows  {     } 
  7. Other (specify):…………………………………………………… 
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4.24 What are the two main economic activities of the people? (Please rank in 

order of importance) 
 
  1………………………… 
 
  2…………………………. 
 
4.25 What are the main agricultural activities? (Please rank in order of importance) 
 
  1………………………… 
 
  2………………………….. 
 
  3………………………….. 
 
4.26 What are the main marketing constraints of your agricultural products? 

(Please rank in order of importance) 
 
  1……………………………. 
 
  2…………………………….. 
 
  3……………………………. 
 
4.27 What are the main income generating activities? (Please rank in order of 

importance)  
  
  1………………………… 
 
  2……………………….. 
 
  3……………………….  
 
4.28 Was the last harvest sufficient subsistence for the majority of people in the 

village? (indicate how long the harvest serves them).  
 
less than 3 mths  [  ]  
3-6mths,  [  ] 
6-9 mths  [  ] 
9-12 mths  [  ] 
more than a year [  ] 

 
4.28( A)  Was the harvest sufficient? 
 
  1. Yes{     } (Go to 4.30)    2. No {     } 
 
 
4.29 If no, what are the reasons for this deficit?  
           ………………………………………………………………………… 
 

………………………………………………………………………… 
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4.30 If yes, was there any marketable surplus?  
 
 1. Yes {     } 2. No {     } 
 
 
4.31 What is the main agricultural technology used?  
 
  1. Traditional   {     }  
  2. Animal Traction {     } 
  3. Mechanized {     } 
 
4.32 Is there an irrigation system in the village? (both inside and outside the 

village)   
 
  1. Yes {     }   2. No (go to 4.36) {     } 
 
4.33 If yes, what is the area in hectares irrigated:……..Ha  
 
4.34 Does the irrigation encourage people to stay in the village? 
 
 1. Yes {     }   2. No {     } 
 
4.35 If no, why?:……………………………………………………… 
           

…………………………………………………………………… 
           
4.36 Does the village practice animal husbandry?  
 
  1. Yes {     }    2. No {     } skip to 4.40 
 
4.37 If yes, what is the most common animal husbandry practiced? 
 
  1. Sedentary   {     } 
  2. Transhumance {     } 
  3. Nomadic  {     } 

7. Others (specify) {     } 
   
4.38 What is the most common animal? 
  
  1. Cattle  {     } 
  2. Goats / Sheep {     } 
  3. Horses /donkeys {     } 
  4. Pigs   {     } 
            5. Poultry  {     } 

7. Others (specify)……………………………………… 
 
4.39 What is the main purpose for keeping the animals?  
 
  1. Family consumption      {     } 
  2. Exchange (marriage, for guardianship)     {     } 
  3. To be sold in case of need (funeral, school fees, feast,etc.) {     } 
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  4. Regular sale at the market.     {     }  
  7. Others (specify)……………………………………………………… 
 
4.40 Is the village involved in fishing? 
 
  1. Yes {     }   2. No {     } (go to 4.44) 
 
 
4.41 If yes, how often is fishing done?  
 
  1. All year round {     }  
  2. Seasonal  {     } 
  3. Ad hoc    {     } 
 
4.42 What techniques are used in fishing? (Multiple answers are possible) 
 
  1. Fishing Line  {     } 
  2. Cast netting {     } 
  3. Net Fishing  {     } 
  7. Other (specify)…………………………………. 
 
4.43 What is the main use of the fish caught?  
 
  1. Family consumption {     } 
  2. Exchange (Barter)   {     } 
  3. Sale    {     } 
 
4.44 Are there farmer groups in the village? 
 
  1. Yes {     }  2. No {     } (go to 4.46)  
 
4.45 If yes, since when (year)?  
  

Groups Year Formed 
1. 
 

 

2. 
 

 

3. 
 

 

4. 
 

 

 
4.46 Are there any structures for training activities in the following areas? 
 
  Agriculture    1. Yes {     }  2. No {     } 
  Animal Husbandry  1. Yes {     }  2. No {     } 
  Fishing   1. Yes {     }  2. No {     } 
  Crafts     1. Yes {     }  2. No {     } 
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4.47 Are there credit facilities for the development of the following activities? 
 

  Agriculture   1. Yes {     }  2. No {     } 
  Animal Husbandry 1. Yes {     }  2. No {     } 
  Fishing  1. Yes {     }  2. No {     } 
  Crafts    1. Yes {     }  2. No {     } 
 
4.48 Who in the village can access credit?  
 
  1. Individual (M/F)   {     } 
  2. Female Groups  {     } 
  3. Male Groups  {     } 
  4. Mixed Groups  {     } 
   
4.49 What are the conditions for accessing credit? 
 
  1. Group membership  {     } 
  2. Collateral (including savings) {     } 
  3. Guarantor    {     } 
  4. Engage in economic activities {     } 
  5. Legal registration   {     } 
  7. Other (specify)…………………………..  
 
4.50 Is there a market in the village?  
 
  1. Yes {     } go to 4.52  2. No {     } 
 
4.51 If no, what is the distance to the nearest market?.....................Km 
 
4.52 How often does the market operate? 
 
  1. Daily {     } 
  2. Weekly {     } 
  3. Seasonal {     } 
 
 
5.0 MIGRATION SITUATION 
   
5.1 Have people left the village to go and stay elsewhere within the last 5 years? 
 
  1. Yes {     }  2. No (go to 6.6) {     } 
 
5.2 If yes, can you estimate the number of people that left the village in the last 3 – 5 

years?………………………….  
 
 
5.3 Where did the majority of these people go? 
 
  1. To town in the country  {     } 
  2. To other villages in the country {     } 
  3. To other countries (Specify)………………………………………… 
  7. Don’t know    {     } 
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5.4 Have they changed destination since they left? 
 
  1. Yes {     }  2. No {     } 3. Don’t know 
 
5.5 If yes, since when?:…………year  
 
5.6  Where did the majority go before this change? 
 
  1. To towns in the country  {     } 
  2. To other village in the country {     } 

3. To other countries (Specify)………………………………………… 
  7. Don’t know    {     }     
   
5.7 Can you tell us the period when the most departures occurred? 
 
  1. Within the past year {     } 
  2. 2 years ago   {     } 
  3. 3 years ago   {     } 
  4. 5 years ago   {     } 
  5. More than 5 years ago {     } 
             9. Don’t know   {     } 
 
5.8   Why did more departures occur during this period? 

………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………. 
…………………………………………………………………………. 
…………………………………………………………………………. 
 

5.9 Of those people who departed, who are the majority?  
 
  1. Male youths (less than 35 years)    {     } 
  2. Female youths    {     } 
  3. Male adults (35 years and above) {     } 
  4. Female adults    {     }    
  7. Don’t know     {     } 
 
5.10 Why did these people leave the village? (Give the main reason) 
    

1. Educational   {     } 
2. Economic   {     } 
3. Marital   {     } 
4. Health   {     } 
5. Political   {     } 
7.  Other reason (specify)………………………………………………. 
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5.11 What were the consequences of these departures to the village? 
 

1. Positive [  ], Explain……………………………………………………... 
…………………………………………………………………………….. 
…………………………………………………………………………….. 
…………………………………………………………………………….. 
……………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………….. 
…………………………………………………………………………….. 
…………………………………………………………………………….. 
……………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 

2. Negative [  ], Explain  
…………………………………………………………………………….. 
…………………………………………………………………………….. 
…………………………………………………………………………….. 
……………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………….. 
…………………………………………………………………………….. 
…………………………………………………………………………….. 
……………………………………………………………………………… 
 

6.0 DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES 
 
6.1 Are people of your village who departed associated with the development of 

the village? 
 

 1. Yes {     }  2. No {     }, skip to 6.6 
 
6.2 If yes, how? 

………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………….. 
…………………………………………………………………. 
 
 

6.3  Have they made any investments? 
 
  1. Yes{     }  2. No {     } skip to 6.6 
 
6.4  If yes, who benefits from the investments? 
 
  1. Only the family    {     } 
  2. Only the village    {     } 
  3. Both the village and the family   {     } 
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6.5 What is the nature of the investment?  
  
1. Agriculture   {     } 
2. Commerce    {     } 
3. Crafts (Specify)  {     } 
4. Fishing    {     }  
5. Housing   {     } 

6. Education   {     } 
8. Religious   {     }  
9. Utilities (water, electricity) {     } 
10. Health   {     } 
7. Other (specify)……………………………… 

 
6.6  What is the status of the majority of those who departed and returned?  
 
  1. No changes  {     } 
  2. Better off  {     }  
  3. Worse off   {     } 
 
6.7 How do you think these people influence others from the village? 
 

1. No effect {     } 
2. Positively {     } 
3. Negatively {     }  

 
6.8 What is the current economic status of those who stayed in the village in the 

last 5 years? 
 
  1. The same  {     }  
  2. Better  {     }  
  3. Worst  {     } 
 
6.9  Does the village use other work hands from elsewhere for its activities? 
 
  1. Yes {     }   2. No {     } (go to 6.11)  
 
6.10  Are they seasonal or permanent? 
 
  1. Seasonal   {     } 
  2. Permanent  {     } 
  3. Both  {     } 
 
6.11 Are there people from elsewhere (other migrants) staying in the village? 
  
  1. Yes 2. {     }  No {     }  
 
6.12   If yes, since when?:………………………………………………………  
  1. Yes {     }  2. No {     } 
 
6.13 Do people in the village go to work in other localities?  

1. Yes  {     }  2. No {     } 
 
6.14 During which period did you have the most arrivals?  
  
1. Within the past year      {     } 
2. 2 years ago   {     } 
3. 3 years ago   {     } 

4. 5 years ago   {     } 
5. More than 5 years ago  {     } 
9. Don’t know   {     } 
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6.15 Do these people occupy a specific neighbourhood in the village?  
 
  1. Yes  {     }  2. No {     } 
 
6.16 If yes, how well do they integrate? 
 
  1. Inter marry  {     } 
  2. Speak the local language {     } 
  3. Membership in a local association   {     } 
  4. Ownership of fixed assets {     } 
  5. Participate in community activities   {     } 

7. Others specify)………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………………………………… 

 
6.17 Where do they mainly come from? 
 
  1. From town in the country   {     } 
  2. From other villages in the country {     } 
  3. From other countries (Specify)  {     }  
 
6.18 Why did these people come to stay in the village? 
 
  1. …………………………. 
 
  2. …………………………. 
 
  3. ………………………….. 
 
6.19 What work do they do? 
 
  1. …………………………  
 
  2. …………………………. 
 
  3. ………………………….. 
 
6.20 Do the people coming from elsewhere send remittances (cash / kind)to their 

place of origin?  
 
  1. Yes      {     } 
  2.  No       {     } 
  9.  Don’t know  {     } 
 
6.21 Does the presence of other people from elsewhere pose problems for the 

village?  
   

1. Yes  {     }  2. No {     } 
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6.22 If yes, what sort of problems? 
 

1. …………………………….  
 
2 ……………………………..                            3. ……………………………… 

 
6.23 Do people from elsewhere form their own association?  
 
  1. Yes  {     }   2. No  {     } skip to 6.25 
 
6.24 What are the roles of these associations?...................................  
  
 ………………………………………………………………... 
 
6.25 Can you explain why certain members of the village have never left the 

village?  
  

1…………………………….  
 
3 …………………………….. 

3. ……………………………… 
 

 
6.26 Is it good or bad for people to leave the village? 
 
  1.  Good {     } 
  2.  Bad. {     }   

3.  Don’t know {     } 
 
6.27 Why, please explain:………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
  
6.28 What do you think about other people from elsewhere coming to your village? 
  1. Undecided  {     } 
  2. Good   {     }   

3. Bad   {     } 
 

6.29 Does the presence of other people in your village change things in the village?  
 
  1. Yes {     }  2. No (go to 6.31) {     } 
 
6.30 If yes, how?  ………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………. 

 
6.31 What would you wish to state as regards to these migrations?  
   

1…………………………….                                     3……………………………………… 
 
2…………………………….. 
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