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PREFACE

The Annual Employment Survey was designed to measure the levels and trends
of organized sector employment of the Private Sector as well as Semi Govemment
sector of the Sn Lankan economy over the period of time. This survey is being
conducted annually since 1971 by the Statistics Division of the Department of Labour.
This is the twenty seventh report in the series. The survey covers establishments having
five or more paid employees in Private Sector and Semi-Government establishment in
the Public Sector. Data is collected by using postal swvey method Non availability of
a complete list of establishments for the whole country and collection of data through
post were the main draw backs for the coverage of the survey.

The distribution of organized sector employment by major divisions of
industries, change of employment among major industries over the period of time and
gender distribution are some of the major findings of the survey.

Planning and the execution of the survey was done by Mr. HD.R.G. Peirs,
Statistician and the staff of the Employment Survey Unit of the Statistics Division with
the assistance of Mr. D.N. Jayakodige, Senior Statistician under the guidance and
directions of Mr. A. Kahanda, Deputy Director, who was responsible of preparation of
the final report.

Data processing activities and the printing of the cover page and final
compilation of this publication was handled at the respective Divisions of the
Department of Census & Statistics.

I extend my sincere thanks to all officials who have contributed their services to
the survey and the publication of the report.

Finally, 1 wish to express my great appreciation to all the employers who have
responded to our request and for their co-operation for the successful completion of this

endeavour.
Mahinda Madihahewa
Commissioner General of Labour
Department of Labour,
Labour Secretariat,
Colombo 05.

3o November, 2002.
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ANNUAL EMPLOYMENT SURVEY - 2001

INTRODUCTION

The Annual Employment Survey was designed in 1971 by the Labour Statistics
Division of the Department of Labour to measure the levels and trends of employment in
Organized Sector of the economy. This is the 27" publication in the series of
“Employment Survey”. The Survey cover establishments with 5 or more paid employees
in Private Sector and also semi-government Institutions in Public Sector. Coverage of
survey affected due to non availability of comprehensive list of establishment with postal
addresses.

Reference period for the survey was taken as last working day in the month of
June of that year(2001).

ANALYSIS OF THE SURVEY RESPONSE

Table 1 shows detail of reponses 8446 establishments were addressed for this
survey and out of that 419 establishments were reported as closed or less than five
employees. Therefore out of the 8027 eligible establishments only 5605 establishments
had sent their completed returns and 2422 did not respond. Accordingly non-response
rate was 30.2 percent. This is some what satisfactory situation in this kind of surveys.
Table 1 below response analysis.

TABLE | - ANALYSIS OF RESPONSE - 2001

No. of
Establish- No. of Estabs. Outside the Scope Non Responding
ment of the Survey Estabs.
Sector Addressed No. of No. of
. eligible Reporting
Closed Nilor less | Total Number %
duplicate | than 5 Estabs. Estabs.
etc. employees
Public 2425 9 - 9 2416 1638 778 32.2
Private 6021 220 190 410 5611 3967 1644 29.3
TOTAL 8446 229 190 419 8027 5605 2422 30.2

According to survey finding 30.8 percent establishments and 30.0 percent employees
were reported from Colombo District. This was 28.6 percent and 25.4 percent
respectively in 1998. Gampaha district shows second highest as 12.4 percent
establishments and 19.9 percent employment. Comparative figure for 1998 was 9.8 and
16.1 percent respectively. As shown in Table Il,  50.1 percent establishments and 55.7
percent employees were report from Western Province.




Province. Corresponding figures for 1968 was 44.6 percent and 46.0 percent where as in
1995 survey this share was 33.7 percent and 36.7 percent respectively. This shows
majority of establishments and employment of the organized sector of the economy are
concentrating in Western Province and it is continuously increasing.

TABLE Il - TOTAL NUMBER OF REPORTING ESTABLISHMENTS
AND EMPLOYMENT BY DISTRICTS

1995 1998 2001
All Economic Activities All Economic Activities ) All Economic Activities
District No. Total No. Total No. Total
Of Employ of Employ of Employ
Estab. % ment % Estab. % ment % Estab. % ment
Colombo 899 20.76 | 173992 | 18.33 1639 | 28.61 252074 25.42 1726 30.79 301739 | 29.98

Kalutara 288 6.65 44927 | 473 354 | 6.18 44159 4.45 390 6.96 59028

Gampaha 404 9.33 | 124210 | 13.09 537 | 9.76 160094 16.14 694 12.38 199893 | 19.86
Kandy 318 7.30 53559 5.64 339 | 592 47413 4.78 340 6.07 46347
Matale l 93 215 13810 1.45 113 1.97 10044 1.01 89 1.59 11407

17.35 264 | 4.61 140798 14.20 236 4.21 104328
4.74 310 | 5.41 31199 3.15 297 5.30 35339
298 283 | 495 24398 2.46 251 4.48 31614

0.40 103 1.80 5892 0.59 91 1.62 6759

0.17 47 | 082 3684 0.37 44 0.79 4102

0.02 101 017 179 0.02 8 0.14 200

0.05 16 | 028 907 0.09 | 16 0.29 910

0.02 51 009 219 0.02 1 0.02 14

0.02 15 1 0.26 660 0.07 5 0.09 125

0.36 41 0.72 3218 0.32 37 0.66 3421

0.31 72 1.27 5172 0.52 61 1.09 3400

0.19 36 | 063 3867 0.39 38 0.68 3831

213 302 527 26593 2.68 277 4.94 30957

1.09 237 | 4.4 12496 1.26 193 3.44 12258

0.79 149 | 2860 12518 1.26 134 2.39 12292

0.41 73 1.27 4482 0.45 60 1.07 5121

10.83 270 | 4.71 - 84497 8.52 177 3.16 44459

1.16 49 | 086 17635 1.78 41 0.73 7262

9.43 282 | 4.92 53354 538 234 417 43474

428 182 | 3.18 46199 466 165 2.94 38323 |

Nuwara-Eliya 2486 568 | 164674
Galle 255 5.89 44989
Matara 291 6.72 28280
Hambantota 66 1.52 3805
Jaffna 21 0.48 1606
Mannar 11 0.25 182
Vavuniya 12 0.28 511
Mullaitivu 3 0.07 155
Kitinochchi 7 0.16 193
Batticaloa 38 0.88 3444
Ampa’é 65 1.50 2945
Trincor nalee 30 0.69 1773
Kurunc2gala 261 6.03 20211
Puttali im 196 4.53 10357
Anura dhapura 104 2.40 7501
Paolor naruwa 49 1.13 3932
Bad ufia 239 552 | 102773
Mo naragala 44 1.02 11011
R: atnapura 253 | 584 | 89549
t Cegalle 138 3.19 40753

‘ 991751 | { 5605 1,006,603

949142




.98
.86
).86
1.60
1.13
).36
3.51
3.14
0.67
0.41
0.02
0.09
0.00
0.01
0.34
0.34
0.38
3.08
1.22
1.22
0.51
4.42
0.72

As shown in Table 111 Private Sector Economic Activities is being increasing gradually.
In 1991 Employment share of Private Sector was 32.7 percent and it has increased to
71.4 percent in year 2001. Corresponding Public Sector share has declined.

TABLE lll- NUMBER OF ESTABLISHMENTS SUBMITTING RETURNS AND

TOTAL EMPLOYMENT
Private Sector Public Sector Both Sectors

Yearas | No.of Total No,of Total No.of No.of Total No.

atend Reporting No.of % to Reporting | Employe- % to Reporti | of % to
of June | Estabs. Emplo- Total | Estabs. es Total | -ng Employees Total

yees Estabs.

1991 2638 261342 32.7 2040 538008 67.3 4678 799350 | 100.0
1992 2077 235288 36.4 1855 410701 63.6 3932 645989 | 100.0
Y993 2568 325885 44.7 1973 403271 55.3 4541 729156 | 100.0
§994 2383 382045 48.2 1832 410931 51.8 4215 792976 | 100.0
1995 2534 521406 54.9 1797 427736 45.1 4331 949142 | 100.0
1996 3831 750724 68.9 1609 338963 311 5440 1089687 | 100.0
1997 3572 589319 70.0 1470 252285 30.0 5042 841604 | 100.0
1998 3910 651127 65.7 1818 340624 34.3 5728 991751 | 100.0
1999 3340 630263 72.8 1557 236045 27.2 4897 866308 | 100.0
2000 3990 740643 71.9 1668 289745 28.1 5658 1030388 | 100.0
2001 3967 718955 71.4 1638 287648 28.6 5605 1006603 | 100.0

DISTRIBUTION OF EMPLOYMENT -

Table VI and VIl shows employment distribution by major division of
industries and by major occupational categories. Employment share in major division of
Agriculture, Forestry and Fishing has being declining gradually from 36.4 percent in
1999 to 24.2 percent in 2001. Employment in manufacturing sector has increased from
30.6 percent in 1999 to 43.3 percent in year 2001. As shown in Table Vil employment
distribution by major occupation categories, unskilled workers category shows declining
trend from 37.5 percent to 32.3 percent. Administrative and Managerial as well as
Professional and Technical groups are showing increasing trends.




TABLE IV - INDEX NUMBER OF EMPLOYMENT BY MAJOR INDUSTRY

DIVISION AND SECTOR
Major industry Public Sector Private Sector Both Sectors
Division

1998 | 1999 | 2000 | 2001 1998 | 1999 | 2000 | 2001 | 1998 | 1999 2000 2001
1.Agriculture, 1136 | 1109 | 112.0 1106 | 101.9 | 100.1 98.4 958 | 107.2 | 105.2 103.6 | 100.9
Hunting,
Forestry & Fishing
2.Mining and
Quarrying 23.2 22.2 15.5 15.2 | 103.2 81.9 78.8 91.7 338 32.0 22.8 22.9
3.Manufacturing 118.3 95.7 | 104.6 1281 | 171.7 | 1706 | 173.4 | 165.6 165.2 | 158.6 162.4 | 157.8
4.Electricity, Gas 168.1 | 156.2 | 164.6 170.2 55.7 49.4 42.2 441 | 1621 | 1506 157.1 | 162.6
& Water
5.Construction 54.0 377 40.6 422 | 125.0 | 1364 | 132.8 | 160.2 104.1 80.3 80.9 91.9
6.Wholesale &
Retail Trade, 216.1 | 202.6 | 198.5 196.7 | 1902 | 193.8 | 196.5 | 146.7 1785 | 170.8 169.5 | 148.4
Restaurants &
Hotels
7.Transport,
Storage 2521 | 254.8 | 240.0 2835 78.2 79.4 77.6 812 | 251.5 | 2542 239.9 | 281.1
& communication
8.Financial,
Insurance,
Real Estate and 134.4 97.5 98.9 98.1 81.7 83.3 915 89.3 | 114.0 88.6 91.9 90.6
Business
Services

9.Community,Social
and Personal 566 | 472 | 465 486 | 1082 | 1428 | 148.1 88.3 | 1352 | 1185 118.9 | 987
Services ’

ALL INDUSTRIES 124.8 | 110.2 | 108.8 1159 | 169.9 | 168.6 | 168.7 | 156.2 121.0 | 1146 114.2 | 1104




$403338 yjog

10}23G djeAld

103038 Jl|qnd

62'€-  |24€L0L [Li¥IEL |62CV Wl 6L¥8LY |¥1LI9LS [98/2 19'9 856822 [/S/¥lT |evPL "SalIAROY JIWOU0DT ||y
y6'9L- |L€€Z. |680.8 |68F 8e0b- [9levz  |s6LLy  |lze 89y Siviy  |L62ZSy  |891 ‘S0IAIBG |BUOSIad B [B100S ‘Ajunwwo)|s
Wl- 99/cv  |S6EVY 996 \We- 8LG9lL |/z69L e8¢ 08°0- 8vclz  |89v.Z  |8.S "S30IAIDS SSBUISNY R B)B}SD [BB) SOUBINSU| ‘SUOTNISU] [BIDUBUIL|G
602 |0S19 v0LS 18 le'ez  |96Sy lzl8 59 s8ZL  |pSSl L) 9l "SeOINI9S SsauIsng B 9jels] [esY| ZE8-1£8
119 1296 1625 R4 veor  [190) SZL Ll 9z0-  |09sy z.SY 74 80UBINSUY|0Z8
€8'G- 6vL0€ |8L02¢ |6£8 8c'Ccl- {20901 |/80ZF |go€ 26'}- lvS6L  |LE66L  |bES suonniisu| [eloueul4 (018
LVZL |GL929  |eeves |99t vy 6.0% 868¢ 65 GL'gL  |9es8S  [IpSey  |l0t uoneaunwwo) @ abelojg ‘podsuely |/
vrzl-  |609v9  [L6ZEL  |198 €C'Ge-  |5e09¢  |z98vE  |l2S 68°0- v/G8¢ |¥gese  |vee SISJOH PuE SjuBINEISBY 2 SPEIL |E}9Y SIESSIOUM|9
L€y €Sl [890€T |19t vzey-  |1eszL  |selzz eyt ¥5's zc6 £88 4} S|2JOH PUE SJUBINEISSY| Z£9-1€9
82’1 €glyl  |eoovl  |62E 990 6265 0686 z52 €Ll ¥528 €18 i spei] [reyey|0z9
€80 8Lzse  |/Z6¥E  |89E 160l 168 6999 vel vS'1- Lz8/z  |8g28C  |v¥e "SpeJ 9IESSIOYA|0LY
g€ L1661 [286/L |€S 190z [86LZL [ELLOL |E¥ v0'v 6LLL 6Ly oL ‘uogonysuog|g
IS¢ 62291  [8/9SL (601 284 z8. 8y 6 ov'e LvpSL  |oserL ool 18)eM B "seD) Ajoumosia |y
08z 29eviz  |9VS022 |L¥6 ov'- 869/61 |t¥690Z |L06 1622 |P999L  |209€L  |op Buunjoejnuep|e
Le0 Leze 8eze 6L L€0- €22 8cze 6l - - - - 'sauysnpu) Buunioeynuely Jayi0|06g
vLL ZveslL  [9z98L  |OtLL rA 88981 €98l (801 A ¥S1 €9l 4 'SIonpoid [el8 ajeduqe jo Buunejnuel| 5ge-1/¢
Lz6L-  |L199 €818 ov Svrzi-  |ssev 9vss Ge ov'es-  [9G/1 1€92 L 'Sjonpoid [esauly dNejew uoN jo Buumpoegnuep| ege-19¢
0z0 8116l [6L06L |€2Z) 850 98z.L  |98L/L  [9LL zze- ze8l £681 ] sonpold [eolwsy) % siedtwey) jo Buunjoenuen| 9se-1ge
PS'L 1289 €219 8. 60¥ 06.¢ L¥9t zL ov'L- 1€0€ z80¢ 9 'sjonpold Jeded g Jaded jo Bunnoejnuepn| zpe-Lpe
8EvEL  |€462 Leze 29 86°0- 1052 0cee .5 rvey  |99zs 106 oL 'SIoNpoId 310D @ POOA Jo Buunjoejnuey| zee-Lee
vLg sLseel |c9zzrl |6ve cL'o- zocesl |1zoevl |pbe 6'11- gie zve S salsnpuj Jayjes g jajeddy ‘Buineapn ‘sspixa) jo ainpoejnuepy| pze-1ze
€Lz €856l |PELOZ  |2S1 9L}~ LLLSL  OS¥SL  |ipL 66 90bY ¥89p S 000BqO| g Sabeianag ‘pood jo ainpejnuey| yLe-LLg
110 1092 1852 ! veoL  |/2v 19¢ L 08'1L- vz viee 0l Buikienp pue Buun |z
Zs'e- L¥60LZ  [0Zv9lZ {129 29'c- 99/661 |2S0L0Z |L€S L2 h- 18161 |89esL |06 SaNIAROY [einynouby |iv| 1
8v'9- 1902 v0zZZ zs 8’9 1902 y0zZZ zs - - - - UOHEARIND INUCD0D| 09} | L
€0'0L- |09¢5Z |06L6Z |804 €0°0L- |09esz |0618Z |80} - - - - uoneAnINg 18qany|osLL L
TS LoSvLL |6219L1 |S9€E ¥Z'L- 20.¥9)L |81/991 |evE Wwi-  |6586 10001 (22 uoneAnng ea L ovl L1
o & ) 8
3 “.uu. m m n 8 Q g m & mv“_u.u m m a
25 -3 _3 5y ER] BT w.w w. s 3 .3 .3 &
i |83 [ |§F (B¢ |3¢ | 3 |3 3% |33 |i% | &3
53 %3 |83 |3 [BE |23 | B3 |3: |sp (B |EY | %o
88 2 2 3 NI = 2 |2 NS 2 2 S
g = g8 > g g3 -

7] o (]

SHVIA HLOE YO SNYMNLIY AIHSINYNG HOIHM SLINIWHSITIGVLISI NOWIWOD ONDIVL 100Z ANV 0002 NIIMLIT INIWAOTdWI NI SIONVHO

ASlqel




TABLE VI - PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF EMPLOYEES BY
MAJOR DIVISION OF INDUSTRY & SECTOR

Percentage Distribution of Employees
Major industry 1999 2000 2001
Division
Public Private Total Public | Private Total Pukilic | Private Total
Sector Sector Sector Sector Sector Sector
1 Agricuiture, 5.9 47.8 36.4 10.8 355 286 6.7 31.23 24.21
Forestry
& Fishing
2. Mining & 14 0.0 04 1.0 0.1 0.3 0.9 0.11 0.34
Quarrying
3. Manufacturing 8.0 39.0 30.6 9.0 50.8 39.0 7.9 53.25 40.30
4, Electricity, Gas & 71 0.3 22 55 0.1 1.6 6.4 0.13 1.94
Water
5. Construction 2.2 0.9 1.2 1.9 1.3 14 2.8 1.80 2.08
6. Wholesale &
Retail Trade, 17.2 4.6 8.0 14.3 42 7.6 16.8 4.81 8.23
Restaurants
& Hotels
7. Transport & 26.6 0.7 7.8 23.9 0.8 7.0 246 0.85 7.63
Storage
8. Financial & 17.0 3.7 7.3 14.2 2.6 5.8 15.4 3.13 6.65
Insurance
& Business
Services
9. Community, 146 3.0 6.1 19.4 4.5 8.7 18.5 469 8.63
Social &
Personal Services
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0




TABLE VIl -

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF EMPLOYEES BY MAJOR

OCCUPATIONAL CATEGORIES & SECTOR

Occupational

Percentage Distribution of Employees

Groups
1999 2000 2001
Public Private Total Pubtic Private Total Public | Private Total
Sector Sector Sector Sector Sector | Sector
Administrative & 45 22 2.8 4.8 2.7 3.3 49 3.1 36
Managerial
Professional, 12.8 55 75 13.4 6.6 8.5 13.2 6.6 8.5
Technical, &
Related
Workers
Clerical & Related 30.7 6.5 13.1 27.5 6.9 12.7 29.8 6.8 13.3
Workers
Sales Workers 6.0 23 33 55 23 3.2 6.9 2.1 35
Foreman & 3.0 3.4 3.3 33 3.8 37 28 35 33
Supervisors
Skilled & Semi 23.0 36.1 32,5 21.1 37.4 32.8 215 41.1 353
Skilled
Un-skilled 200 44.0 375 244 40.3 358 209 36.8 323
Workers
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0




GENDER DISTRIBUTION

According to survey findings fermale workers are dominating in Agriculture and
Manufacturing Industry Division as 52.7 and 63.8 percent respectively. Next higher
woman participation Industry groups aré Personal Service 32.1 percent, Finance,
Insurance Services 31.8 percent and Wholesale and Retail Sales 31.1 percent.

Table IX shows number and percentage of woman employees to total employees
by major occupational categories. Data shows highest percentage female participation
in skilled & semi skilled groups as 56.2 percent and unskilled group as 50.4 percent.
Clerical and Related category also reported as 41.3 percent female employees.

TABLE VIll - NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF WOMEN EMPLOYEES TO
TOTAL EMPLOYEES BY MAJOR DIVISION OF INDUSTRY 1998- 2001

NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF WOMEN EMPLOYEES TO TOTAL EMPLOYEES
Major Industry 1998 1099 2000 2001
- Division
No. % No % No % No %

Agriculiture, Forestry 193,765 53.1 167,316 53.1 | 157,164 53.4 | 128,474 52.7
& Fishing
Mining & Quarrying 564 14.9 313 9.1 366 11.2 514 15.2
Manufacturing 180,139 58.0 | 161,870 61.1 | 262,091 65.1 | 258,698 63.8
Electricity, Gas & 1,202 7.0 1456 76 1,402 8.2 1975 10.1
Water
Construction 2,163 12.0 1,001 9.3 2,551 16.6 4,184 19.9
Wholesale & Retail
Trade, Restaurants 20,980 28.0 20,512 295 | 20,710 28.5 25,746 3141
& Hotels
Transport & Storage 7,203 9.2 4,205 6.3 6,091 8.1 6,070 7.9
Fina;'lcing, Insurance 17,423 30.3 21,074 33.3 18,151 30.1 21,324 31.8
Rea: Estates &
Business Services
Community, Social & 20,714 306 16,470 30.9 | 27,015 30.1 27,861 321
Personal Services

ALL WORKERS 444 153 448 | 394,217 455 | 495,541 481 474,846 47.2

R




TABLE IX-  NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF WOMEN EMPLOYEES TO TOTAL
EMPLOYEES BY MAJOR OCCUPATIONAL CATEGORIES-1998-2001

NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF WOMEN EMPLOYEES TO TOTAL EMPLOYEES
Major  Occupational 1998 1999 2000 2001
Category
No % No % No % No %
Administrative & 5,573 20.6 4,530 18.4 7,206 21.3 7,853 21.4
Managerial
Professional, 22,795 29.0 17,614 271 28,629 326 25,949 30.4
Technical, &
Related Workers
Clerical & Related 48,264 39.0 45,601 40.2 53,931 413 55,567 41.3
Workers
Sales Workers 8,600 29.1 8,733 304 10,342 315 12,203 34.8
Foreman &
Supervisors 6,864 21.2 6,549 23.1 10,714 28.2 8,650 26.2
Skilled & Semi 159,773 52.4 148,728 52.8 193,701 57.3 200,998 56.2
Skilled
Un-skilled 192,284 48.6 162,462 50.1 191,018 51.7 163,626 50.4
Workers
ALL WORKERS 444 153 448 | 394,217 455 | 495.541 48.1 474,846 47.2

Table X shows cross-classification  of woman employees by major industry division and major
occupational categories. It shows highest women participation in Manufacturing Groups skilled
and semiskilled workers as 70.9 percent.

Next highest female participation'was reported as unskilled workers in Manufactl._lring
Group. This is mainly due to females are mostly concentrated in garment and textile industries.
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